Christ Lutheran Church
Boyne City, MI

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever
loves has been born of God and knows God.
(1 John 4:7)

Christmas Eve
December 24, 2020

Welcome
Welcome to all – members, guests, and visitors – in the name of Jesus! Our
Lord comes to us today in Word and Sacrament, bestowing upon us the
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. It is truly a blessing to gather with
other Christians and celebrate all the Gospel promises of our Lord and
Savior, Christ Jesus. During the Offering, all worshipers are asked to please
fill out the Record of Fellowship which is found in each of the pews.
Concerning the Lord's Supper
If you are not a confirmed member of a congregation of The LC-MS, please
do not commune today. Please know, however, that we look forward to
having you join us very soon at the Lord’s Table. Our pastor sincerely
invites you to visit with him about the joys of Holy Communion. He will
offer you instruction about our Lutheran faith and the Sacrament, so that you
will be ready to partake of this sacred meal. Also, if you would like to
come forward today at the time of Communion, please place your arms
across your chest to signal that you desire a blessing.
Prayer Requests
All prayer requests for members and non-members alike are to be called in
or e-mailed to the church office during the week, or they may be given to the
pastor or assigned elders before The Divine Service.
Pastor: Chuck Hoffman
Church Office: (231) 582-9301
Church E-Mail: christlutheranboyne@gmail.com
Pastor’s Phone: (231) 373-2449
Pastor’s Email: pastor.clcboyne@gmail.com

Hymn: 338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His
sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

C
Sit

Hymn: 377 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing
Stand
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Introit
I will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.”
The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof,
the world and those who dwell therein.
Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?
And who shall stand in his holy place?
He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully.
He will receive blessing from the LORD
and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.”
Kyrie
A
C
A
C
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A
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day: Christmas Eve
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our
Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our
Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen.
Sit

Hymn: 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem
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Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 7:10–14

Isaiah 7:10–14

10

11

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not
put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too
little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and shall call his name Immanuel.”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 110:1–4
1

The LORD says to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand,
until I make your enemies your footstool.”
2

The LORD sends forth from Zion
your mighty scepter.
Rule in the midst of your enemies!
3
Your people will offer themselves freely
on the day of your power,
in holy garments;
from the womb of the morning,
the dew of your youth will be yours.
4
The LORD has sworn

and will not change his mind,
“You are a priest forever
after the order of Melchizedek.”
Epistle: 1 John 4:7–16
7

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves
has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not
know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live
through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved
us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love
one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.
13
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given
us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son
to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of
God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know and to
believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love
abides in God, and God abides in him.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music: Oh Holy Night
Stand

Alleluia and Verse
C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 1:18–25
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
18

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be
with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man
and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for
that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All
this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
23

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until
she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

Hymn: 368 Angels We Have Heard on High
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Offering - The offering box is located in the back of the sanctuary and offerings
may be placed there at any time.
Sermon
Special Music - Sing We Now of Christmas
Stand

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
C
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
Sit

Hymn: 365 Away in a Manger

LSB 365

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

LSB 180

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
363 Silent Night, Holy Night
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LSB 363 sts. 1–3, 1g

Tune and text: Public domain
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