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Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
(Isaiah 40:1)

Advent Midweek Worship
December 13, 2023



O Lord, o - pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.
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Make haste, O God, to de-liv-er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save



Psalm: Psalm 85

'LoRD, you were favorable to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.

2You forgave the iniquity of your people;
you covered all their sin.

*You withdrew all your wrath;
you turned from your hot anger.

“Restore us again, O God of our salvation,

and put away your indignation toward us!
>Will you be angry with us forever?

Will you prolong your anger to all generations?
*Will you not revive us again,

that your people may rejoice in you?
’Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,

and grant us your salvation.

8Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to folly.

9Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land.

19Steadfast love and faithfulness meet;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.
"Faithfulness springs up from the ground,
and righteousness looks down from the sky.
2yes, the LORD will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
BRighteousness will go before him
and make his footsteps a way.

Sit



344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry LSB 344
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry An - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; Make straight the
3 We hail Thee as our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge
4 Lay on the sick Thy heal - ing hand And make the
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that the Lord is  nigh; A - wake and hear - ken,
way for God with - in, And let us all our
and our great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we
fall - en strong to stand; Show us the glo - 1y
sets Thy peo - ple free, Whom with the Fa - ther
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for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’ry place.
we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er- more.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
Text and tune: Public domain

Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11

A reading from Isaiah, chapter 40.

'Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
*Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,

and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,

that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand

double for all her sins.
3A voice cries:

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;



make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
“Every valley shall be lifted up,

and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,

and the rough places a plain.
>And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,

and all flesh shall see it together,

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

®A voice says, “Cry!”
And | said, “What shall | cry?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
®The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!"
'%Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
""He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.



Responsory (Advent) LSB 230
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1 Behold, the days

are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise
up for David a righ-teous Branch.

2 In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will

dwell se - cure - ly.
3 Glory be to the
Fatherand to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it
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% This is the name
by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righ-teous-ness.

Sermon

Offering - In addition to the plate, offerings may be placed in the offering
box at any time.

Kyrie LSB 233
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collects

O Lord, hear my prayer.
And let my cry come to You.

Collect of the Day: Advent 2
(P} Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that
by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Benedicamus LSB 234
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 234
(P} The grace of our Lord *I+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.



345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding LSB 345
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1 Hark! A thrill - ing voice 1§ sound - ing! “Christ s
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn  warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, do - min - ion To the
9 ] lD | I
(> be 2 e I - A—-" E——
AN3Y, [ [ [ [ [ I ® I
Py | | - - | | |
near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
carth - bound soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav'n. Let us haste, with
world is  wrapped in fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil -dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.
tears of sor - row, One and  all, to be for - giv'n;
with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Text and tune: Public domain
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