Christ Lutheran Church
Boyne City, Ml

“...He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God
will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” (Luke 1:32,33)

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 24, 2023



Welcome

Welcome to all — members, guests, and visitors — in the name of Jesus! Our
Lord comes to us today in Word and Sacrament, bestowing upon us the
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. It is truly a blessing to gather with
other Christians and celebrate all the Gospel promises of our Lord and
Savior, Christ Jesus. During the Offering, all worshipers are asked to please
fill out the Record of Fellowship which is found in each of the pews.

Concerning the Lord's Supper

If you are not a confirmed member of a congregation of The LC-MS, please
do not commune today. Please know, however, that we look forward to having
you join us very soon at the Lord’s Table. Our pastor sincerely invites you to
visit with him about the joys of Holy Communion. He will offer you
instruction about our Lutheran faith and the Sacrament, so that you will be
ready to partake of this sacred meal. Also, if you would like to come forward
today at the time of Communion, please place your arms across your chest to
signal that you desire a blessing.

Children
Children are welcome in the sanctuary throughout the service. There is a
nursery located across from the kitchen. Child activity bags can be found in
the Cry Room, which is located at the back of the sanctuary.
Pastor: Chuck Hoffman
Church Office: (231) 582-9301

Church E-Mail: christlutheranboyne@gmail.com
Pastor’s Phone: (231) 373-2449
Pastor’s Email; pastor.clchoyne@gmail.com
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Divine Service of Word and Sacrament
(Setting Four- LSB, page 203ff)

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

The Lord Builds a House for David: Jesus Christ Who Comes in the Flesh

When King David “lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his
surrounding enemies,” he piously supposed that he would build a house for God (2 Sam.
7:1-2). But the Lord would turn it around: He would establish a house for David and an
everlasting throne. This He has done not only for David, but also for all His people, in the
Son of David, Jesus Christ, “conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary”
(Apostles’ Creed). That holy child, the incarnate “Son of the Most High, " receives “the
throne of his father David” and begins to reign “over the house of Jacob forever” (Luke
1:32-33). Having given Himself as a sacrifice for the sins of the world, His body is the
true and eternal temple of God in which His people have their own place of peace and
rest. That is “the mystery that was kept secret for long ages” but is now “made known to
all nations, according to the command of the eternal God” in order that we may have
faith and life in Christ (Rom. 16:25-26).
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From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.

Born to reign in us for-ev - er, Now Thy gra - cious king-dom bring.
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Dear de - sire of ev-’ry na-tion, Joy of ev-’'ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all - suf - fi - cient mer -it Raise us to Thy glo-rious throne.
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven
Text and tune: Public domain
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.



(P} Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P] Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Introit

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit.

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.
In them he has set a tent for the sun,

which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber,
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy.

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them,
and there is nothing hidden from its heat.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
Salutation and Collect of the Day: Advent 4 Advent 4

Sit

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins
which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

"Now when the king lived in his house and the LorD had given him rest from
all his surrounding enemies, “the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, |
dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” >And Nathan
said to the king, “"Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.”

4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, >"Go and tell my
servant David, ‘'Thus says the LOrRD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? ©|
have not lived in a house since the day | brought up the people of Israel from
Egypt to this day, but | have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. “In
all places where | have moved with all the people of Israel, did | speak a word
with any of the judges of Israel, whom | commanded to shepherd my people
Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore,
thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘'Thus says the LORD of hosts, | took you
from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my
people Israel. ’And | have been with you wherever you went and have cut off
all your enemies from before you. And | will make for you a great name, like
the name of the great ones of the earth. '°And | will appoint a place for my



people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place
and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as
formerly, "from the time that | appointed judges over my people Israel. And |
will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you
that the LORD will make you a house. . ..

1®*And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me.
Your throne shall be established forever.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.
Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation.
Blesséd is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we bless you.

Epistle: Romans 16:25-27
2>Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the

preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was
kept secret for long ages 2°but has now been disclosed and through the
prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 2’to the
only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Alleluia and Verse

o) | [ = | |
p" 4 | [ | | | [ |
C’D s e * o g R o — . s
) o _ |
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
9 i K i pr— *
y 4% | | —— [ | [ | | | [ IR
ey | o o o [ o P P
NV | @
g o -
These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
h [ | )
P4 | | |
oy oo o j i ! =
[y ' — @ o
Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
o) [ = | . \
) 4 | [ | [ [ |
GREEFESSSS SES St ==

*_
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel: Luke 1:26-38
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, ?’to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 22And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 2°But she was greatly
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.
39And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. 3'And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you shall call his name Jesus. 3He will be great and will be called the Son of
the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father
David, 3*and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.”

34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since | am a virgin?”

3>And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
will be called holy—the Son of God. 3And behold, your relative Elizabeth in



her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who
was called barren. 3’For nothing will be impossible with God.” *3And Mary said,
“Behold, | am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”

And the angel departed from her.

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.



And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
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Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, KéIn; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: French, 15th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church

Sit

Offering Please sign the attendance book found in your pew. In addition to the
plate, offerings may be placed in the offering box at any time.

Stand

Preface LSB 208
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into
death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and
lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:
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Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P] Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.

In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that
in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near.

With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and
blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so

proclaim His death until He comes again in glory.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, 0] Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
Sit

Distribution
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Text: Jochen Klepper, 1903-42; tr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007

Tune: Welsh

Text: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002441
Tune: Public domain
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1 See a-mid the win - ter’s snow, Born for us on earth be - low,

2 Lo, with-in a sta - ble lies He who built the star - ry skies,
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4 Teach, O teach us, ho - ly Child, By Thy face so meek and mild,
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Sing through all Je - ru - sa-lem: “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”

Text: Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: John Goss, 1800-80
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Benedicamus LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I give you peace.

Amen.
348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns LSB 348
9 - Ib ; ] f - I . T !
CMUI{) b I | [ | | I I | | ! ﬁzo
Py o o o ! '

1 The Kingshall come when morn-ing dawns And light tri - um-phant breaks,
2 Not as of old a lit - tle child, To bear and fight and die,
3 Oh, bright-er than the ris - ing morn When Christ,vic - to-rious, rose
4 Oh, bright-er than that glo -rious morn Shall dawn up-on our race
5 The Kingshall come when morn-ing dawns And light and beau-ty brings.

9.'{)"», = i I . T — I .
EEEEEEEE =T EE e e TR
Py, ' el ! o &

When beau -ty  gilds the east-ern hills And life to joy a-wakes.

But crowned with glo - ry like the sun That lights the morn-ing sky.

And left the lone-some place of death De - spite the rage of foes.

The day when Christ in splen-dorcomes And we shall see His face.

Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo-ple pray: Come quick-ly, King of kings!
Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925, alt.

Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth
Text and tune: Public domain
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Announcements

The flowers on the Altar today are from Jackie McNutt
in memory of Rooney Johnson.

Our Christmas Eve Service will be held at 7:00 PM this evening.
On Christmas Day, we will have Divine Service with Communion at 10:00 AM.

There will be NO choir practice or Bible Class this week.

If you need help, or know of someone who does, please call Nan Polleys at
(231) 340-5148.

Serving at 8:00am Serving at 10:30am
Organist Jon Teuscher
Elders Jay Higgins Rob Polleys
Ushers Carlson Family Jake Bernthal
Lew Behling
Altar Guild
Joyce Danforth and Becky Palmiter




Christ Lutheran Church
1250 Boyne Ave.
Boyne City, Ml
(231) 582-9301
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Worship: 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 9:15 AM



