Christ Lutheran Church
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Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. (1 John 4:15)

Christmas Eve
December 24, 2023



379 O Come, All Ye Faithful

LSB 379 sts. 1, ref, 2—4
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex -ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py mom -ing;
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come ye, O come___ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye cit - i- zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee be glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him  Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Refrain
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O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!

Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-80, alt.
Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand




O Lord, o - pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.
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Make haste, O God, to de-liv-er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Praise to You, O Christ. Al - le - lu - ia.
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Blessed be God, the Fa-ther, the Son, and the Ho-ly Spir-it.
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O come, let us wor - ship Him.



Venite LSB 220
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1 Ocome,letussing . .. ............ to the Lord,
2 FortheLordisa . . .............. great God
3 TheseaisHis,forHe . . . . ... ....... made it,
5 Glory be to the Fatherand . . . ........ to the Son
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1 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal - va - tion.
2andagreat . . . .. .. 00000 king a - bove all gods.
3andHishand ............... formed the dry land.
S5andtothe ................. Ho - ly Spir - it
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1 Let us come into His presence with thanks - giv - ing,
2 The deep places of the earthare . . . . . .. in His hand;
3 O come,letus worshipand ......... bow down,
4 ForHe . ..........¢00iueeeeo. is our God,
5 as it was in the be - - gin - ning,
o |
y &L [ I S |
'\\3 ol e — e —
1 let us make a joyful noiseto . . ... ... Him with songs of praise.
2 the strength of the hillsis . .. ...... His al - so.
3 let us kneel beforethe ... ... ... .. Lord, our mak - er
4 and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep__ of His hand.
5 is now, and will be for - - ev - er. A - men.
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Blessed be God, the Fa-ther, the Son, and the Ho-1ly Spir-it.
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O come, let us wor - ship Him.



Sit
Choir: A Baby in the Cradle by David von Kampen

Reading: Isaiah 7:10-14
1%Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, """Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” >But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, and I will not
put the LORD to the test.” 1*And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too
little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and shall call his name Immanuel.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Choir: Innkeeper by Roger Emerson



366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear LSB 366
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1 It came up-on the mid-night clear, That glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come With peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 All you, be-neathyour heav -y load, By care and guilt bent low,
4 For lo, the days havecome to pass By proph-ets seen of old,
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From an - gels bend - ing near the earth To  touch their harps of gold:
And still their heav’'n-ly mu - sic floats O’er all the wea - ry world.
Who toil a-long a drea-ry way With pain- ful steps and slow:

When down in - to the cir-cling years Came Christ as was fore - told.
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“Peace on the earth, good-will to all, From heav’n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains They bend on hov-’ring wing,
Look wup, for gold - en is the hour, Come swift - ly on the wing,

His word of peace shall to the earth God’s an - cient prom-ise bring,
| N
g D A Py N A | A Il A I A \
G N[* Jire S N ) N e
A1V 4 & [ | | et Y _EEN |
Y] — I

The world in sol - emn still - ness lay To hear the an - gels sing.
And ev - er o’er its ba - bel sounds The bless-ed an - gels sing.
The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the an - gels sing.
And all who take this gift will hear The song the an - gels sing.

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-76, alt.
Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900
Text and tune: Public domain



Reading: 1 John 4:7-16

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves
has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not
know God, because God is love. °In this the love of God was made manifest
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live
through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. ''Beloved, if God so loved
us, we also ought to love one another. '2No one has ever seen God; if we love
one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

3By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given
us of his Spirit. »And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son
to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of
God, God abides in him, and he in God. '®So we have come to know and to
believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love
abides in God, and God abides in him.



370 What Child Is This LSB 370
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar - y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate  Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be bome for me, for you;
song on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98Tune: English, 16th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain
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Reading: Matthew 1:18-25
A reading from Matthew, chapter 1.

¥ Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be
with child from the Holy Spirit. "®And her husband Joseph, being a just man
and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 2°But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for
that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2'She will bear a son, and
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All
this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23"Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). 2When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 2°but knew her not until
she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.



364 Away in a Manger

LSB 364
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1 A - way n a man - ger, no crib  for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask Thee to stay
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing He makes.
Close by me for ev - er and love me, I pray.
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The  stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
1 love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And stay by my cra-dle tll morn - ing is nigh.
And take us to heav-en to  live with Thee there
Text (sts. 1-2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt.
Tune: James R. Murray, 1841-1905
Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon
Offering
Stand
Kyrie LSB 227
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Lord, have mer-cy;

Christ, have mer-cy;

Lord, have mer-cy.



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collects

O Lord, hear my prayer.
And let my cry come to You.

Collect of the Day: Christmas Eve Christmas Eve
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we
may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 228
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 228
(P} The grace of our Lord I+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.



363 Silent Night, Holy Night

LSB 363 sts. 1-3, 1g
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1 Si - lent mnightt ho - ly night! All is calm,
2Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! Shep - herds quake
3Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! Son of God,
1 8l - le Nacht, hei - li - ge Nacht! Al - les schldft,
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all is bright Round yon vir -  gin moth-er and child.
at the sight; Glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-1ly face
ein - sam wacht Nur das trau - te, hoch-hei - li - ge Paar
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep in heav-en -ly
Heav’'n-ly hosts sing, Al -le-1lu - ial Christ, the Sav -ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
Hol - der Kna-be im lok - ki-gen Haar, Schlaf in himm - li-scher
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peace, Sleep in heav. - en - ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, 18 born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.
Ruh, Schlaf in himm - [li - scher Ruh.

Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820-85

Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787-1863
Text and tune: Public domain
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