
Special Instructions about Worship Services at Colonial 
 
Dear CBC, 
 
It is with excitement and prayer that I send you these guidelines for our upcoming weekend services at Colonial! 
In these days, each assembly faces the unique challenge of weighing the privilege and calling of the church to 
meet together weekly (cf. Heb 10:24–25) with the concern to protect each other from unhealthy or unsafe 
conditions.  
 
Weighing these challenges and choosing a wise course of action, however, is possible for each of us because we 
serve a faithful, caring, and wise God who leads us in the choices that we make. With these realities in mind, we 
look forward to making available the preaching and public reading of scripture and worshiping together in song 
and prayer. Please note that we encourage members who are elderly, have compromised immune systems or 
health issues, or who live with those with such limitations to stay home. We will continue to make a recording 
available for worship at home on Sunday. 
 
After much prayer and discussion, we are planning to offer two identical worship services this weekend 
(Saturday night at 5 and Sunday morning at 9:30) if the governor follows through with lifting the stay at home 
orders for Virginia on Friday. Registration is required because seating is limited. More information about 
registration is available near the end of this document. 
 
These services will be abbreviated, lasting only 50–60 minutes, and we are limiting registrations to 150 people 
per service.  
 
In the following section, we summarize guidelines and important information for services during Phase 1 of the 
governor’s orders: 
 

• We will not have Adult or Children’s Bible Studies on campus.  

• The seminary building, children’s ministry building, and the back hallways, gymnasium, youth rooms, and 
nursery wing of the main church building are closed. 

• Bathrooms are available in the front hallway and off the Welcome Center, but we encourage you to use 
them only if it’s an emergency.  

• There will be no nursery or child-care during services. We ask that parents always keep their children with 
them, including in the auditorium, Welcome Center, hallways, and parking lot.  

• We will not distribute any paper bulletins or sermon handouts to limit spreading of germs.  

• We will not take a collection during the service. We encourage you to give as you have been recently or use 
the mail slot in the front hallway next to the office area.  

• We will prop open doors for you to use to enter and exit the building. The main doors at the front of the 
church building and the glass doors into the Welcome Center area will be open. All other exterior doors will 
be locked.  

• No greeters will stand in doorways and all volunteer and Colonial staff will maintain a six feet social distance 
from others in the assembly. We ask that you maintain this distancing as well both inside the building and in 
the parking lot. While it’s our natural impulse to greet one another with handshakes and appropriate 
gestures of kindness, we ask you to avoid physical contact with others at this time.  

• We are working through a safe solution for the Lord’s Table that will not include row-by-row distribution of 
the elements. More information about when and how we celebrate the Lord’s Table will be forthcoming. 
Please note that we are not planning on celebrating the Lord’s Table this first weekend.  



• The governor’s guidance for churches recommends that attendees wear face coverings over their nose and 
mouth at all times. We encourage you to follow the governor’s guidance regarding masks.  

• Hand sanitizer is available in the Welcome Center for when you enter and exit the building.  

• Seating in the auditorium is restricted to facilitate 6-foot social distancing in compliance with the governor’s 
restrictions.  
 
o We have closed off every other row in the auditorium.  
o We ask families of 4 or more to sit in the left and right wings.  
o We ask families of 1–3 to sit in the center aisles, keeping 4 empty chairs or an aisle between them and 

other attenders in their row. 
o Staff will be available in the auditorium before the service to assist with seating and to help us achieve 

proper distancing.  
 

• We will dismiss you after the service row-by-row and ask that you make your way out of the church facilities 
through the open glass doors.  

• As soon as the facilities are clear, we will disinfect all hard surfaces, door handles, doorways, bathrooms, 
etc. to promote safety. 

• The governor restricts people who have recently experienced or are currently experiencing sickness from 
attending. 

• To register for a service, click the appropriate link and follow the instructions: 
 
o Saturday evening click here 
o Sunday morning click here 
 

• If you have any questions about registration, you can call Pastor James Varner (757.287.0738) or Thomas 
Swope (757.418.2521) directly for assistance. 
 

You can find a copy of our guidelines here. For a copy of the governor’s guidance for religious services click here. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us at the office during normal business hours or call James 
Varner (757.287.0738) or John Foldberg (805.610.8102) directly.  
 
With love and prayer, 
 
Pastor Brent 
On behalf of the staff and leadership of CBC 
 
 


