
Summary of 6 Sep 2020 
 

1. The gospel is the center of the Bible, so it must be our center too (v. 21) 
 
“…but now…” is one of the greatest contrasts in the Bible – it is the crux of the Gospel. 
 

• Martin Luther said vv. 21–26 is “the chief point, and the very central place of the epistle, 
and of the whole Bible.” He called it the “…heart of the reformation…” 

• Leon Morris says it “is possibly the most important single paragraph ever written.” 
• Martyn Lloyd-Jones said, “No man can be a Christian without realizing his utter 

hopelessness. The answer to whether you are a Christian or not hinges on your answer to 
this question, ‘Is there a “But now” in your experience?’” 

• Alva McClain says that if he could only have six verses out of the entire Bible, it would 
be Romans 3:21-26.  

• Again, Martyn Lloyd-Jones said, “It is no exaggeration to say of this section that it is one of 
the greatest and most important sections in the whole of Scripture.” 

 
2. The gospel is honest with our sin, so we should be too (vv. 22-23) 

 
a. The main issue that we all must face is how to be right with a righteous God 

 
b. Both pagans (younger prodigal) and the religious (older prodigal) have sinned and need to 

be right with God 
 

c. The essence of sin is to fall short of God’s glory 
 

John Piper wrote, “We reflect his glory as we cherish it and keep it ever before us and 
make it the treasure and the goal of our lives. Thus we have traded treasures. We prefer 
other things in life to the delights of seeing and knowing the God of glory. This is the sense 
in which we “lack” the glory of God. We lack it as the treasure of our lives. We lack it as our 
passion and goal. We lack it as our all-satisfying vision. This is the essence of sin: 
preferring other things to the glory of God.” 

 
3. The gospel proclaims salvation in Christ alone, so we should to (v. 24) 

 
a. Sinners can be right with God apart from the Law. 

 
“But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being 
witnessed by the Law and the Prophets” (3:21).  

 
b. All sinners can be right with God through His free grace by trusting in Jesus Christ and the 

redemption in Him. 
 

i. To be justified means that God “declares” us to be righteous 
 

ii. God justifies sinners freely by his grace 
 

(3:24), “being justified as a gift by His grace ….” The single Greek word translated 
“as a gift” means, “freely.”  
 



• Jesus used it to say (John 15:25), “They hated Me without a cause.” Read 
that sense into Romans 3:24, “being justified without a cause.” 

• Paul uses the word to say that he did not eat anyone’s food “without 
paying for it” (2 Thess. 3:8). Again, we can say that we are justified “without 
paying for it.”  

• It is used in Revelation 22:17, where the thirsty soul is encouraged to “take 
the water of life without cost.” We are justified “without cost.” It’s completely 
free! 

 
iii. God justifies sinners through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus 

 
“Redemption” means to buy something back by the payment of a price, or to release 
someone by the payment of a ransom 

• In Paul’s day it referred to freeing prisoners of war and slaves by paying the 
required price 

• Jesus used the word “ransom” (which is the root for the word “redemption”) 
in Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”  

• Through His death, Jesus paid the price or penalty that God righteously 
imposed for our sins -- thus God’s justice was satisfied. 

• Jesus was our substitute, paying what we should have paid, so that we go 
free at His great expense. 

• Justification is completely free for us, but it was costly to Jesus who 
redeemed us with His own blood. 

 
In the Old Testament, the chief picture of redemption was Israel’s being freed from 
slavery in Egypt. To avoid the deaths of their firstborn sons, the Jews had to kill a 
lamb and place its blood on the doorposts and lintel of their houses. God saw the 
blood and passed over those homes. Jesus is our Passover lamb, slain to redeem 
us from our slavery to sin. He paid the price that God required. In that way, God can 
be both “just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus” (3:26).  

 
iv. God justifies sinners through faith in Jesus Christ 

 
(3:22a), “even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe.”  

 
 


