Welcome to our first ever
Annual Report
Our hope for this report is that it will capture
highlights and evidences of God’s grace from the
past 12 months in order to stir your affections for
Jesus, his church and the lost.
This time last year we were sending out Neil and Elizabeth Forsythe and
their team to soft launch Liberti Church, Lark Lane, the second church plant
from Cornerstone Church in eight years. Whilst we were doing this we
were asking the question what does it look like for us to send people to
plant churches whilst keeping a healthy interdependency that didn’t stifle
autonomy and leadership?
After much thinking, planning and prayer, the Cornerstone Collective was
born.

“A communion of churches partnering
together in the gospel to advance the
mission of God across Merseyside”
The past 12 months, from a Cornerstone Collective perspective, have been
a year of building and preparing for what we believe God is going to do
in and through us in the coming years.
The employment of Matthew Newberry as Operations Pastor has been
a great blessing, and has enabled us to tighten up and move forward
operationally as churches, releasing those in more preaching and pastoral
focused roles to spend their time where God has gifted them.

As a DLT and eldership we have been able to move forward more efficiently
and effectively since Matt was appointed, aspects we are extremely
grateful and thankful to the Lord for.
So much has happened across the Cornerstone Collective over the past
12 months; people have been saved, baptisms have taken place, a church
has been planted, Gospel Community’s have multiplied; we launched the
Women’s Leadership Course, people have grown in maturity, a Men’s
Conference was run, the Crosslands Training Learning Site has been
launched, and much, much more.
Within this report we have church updates with featured stories of God’s
grace in the lives of his people, an update on the Kid’s ministry and Bolder,
financial updates, alongside news, hopes and prayers for 2018/19.
Throughout this year Psalm 133, which talks about dwelling in unity,
has been a real challenge and encouragement as we have launched the
Cornerstone Collective.
As God’s people, unity is not something that we create, it is
something that we have because of Jesus. The challenge is, will we
dwell (live) in that unity? It is only when we dwell with our brothers
and sisters in the unity that Jesus has created that we experience
the good and pleasant blessings of God. When we dwell in this
unity we live out the calling that God has given us as his people;
when we dwell in this unity it will always produce gospel fruit;
when we dwell in this unity we will experience God’s blessings
forever. My hope and prayer for the Cornerstone Collective and
all our churches is that we will truly dwell in the unity that we have
because of our Lord Jesus Christ, and together experience the fruit
of that unity in seeing his name made famous across Merseyside.
We hope that this report serves you well and that you enjoy reading and
reflecting on what God has done, and continues to do, amongst us for his
glory across Merseyside.
Love
Steve Robinson
*”DLT” is the Cornerstone Collective Directional Leadership Team
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Cornerstone Collective
In short, God doesn’t need a collective of churches in Merseyside; in fact
God doesn’t need any of us to bring about His purposes.
However, God - much to our amazement - has chosen ordinary broken
people to be part of His Church and has chosen His Church to be the
instrument through whom He accomplishes the purpose of advancing His
Kingdom to the ends of the earth.
God has called us to make disciples as we proclaim to the world the good
news of His Son, Jesus Christ, and live out that good news as a community
of light in the midst of the darkness of this broken world.
As churches who are part of the Cornerstone Collective, we are convinced
that one of the most effective ways of doing this is planting new gospel
communities, new churches and seeing existing churches strengthened,
revitalised and re- planted.
Merseyside has around 1.3 million people living in it, with less than 2%
currently attending evangelical churches and many areas and community
hubs with very little or even no gospel influence. The churches of the
Cornerstone Collective recognise that the task is big, the weight of
responsibility is significant and the resources and experience within our
churches are limited.
In one sense, what God has called us to do is overwhelming, if we were
to step into this on our own. So, because of our shared convictions and
communion, the Churches of the Collective partner together in sharing
resources, sharing experiences, working together to mutually strengthen
each other in the mission God has called us to and making a commitment
to work together to advance the mission of God through the planting and
strengthening of His local church across Merseyside, ready to reach the
1.3 million people of the region that we love.

The Collective Vision

Our communion as churches is rooted in the communion we have with God
because of our union with Jesus Christ. We are all individual members of the body
of Jesus Christ (the universal Church) expressed in autonomous local contexts. As
a communion of churches partnering together, there are distinctive convictions and
values that define us as a collective and unite us together.
For the Collective to exist and thrive, it is vital that we are unified and have
communion around the following three areas:

THEOLOGICAL COMMUNION
Theological communion comes from shared unity around our Statement of Faith, as
well as the following Theological Distinctives:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

We
We
We
We
We
We

are Gospel-Centred
are Marked by Grace
are On Mission
are Bible-honouring
are Spirit-filled
value and honour God’s good design for men and women

RELATIONAL COMMUNION
Relational communion comes through the pursuit of relational communion one
with another. This is seen and experienced as the elders and leaders of the
churches make a commitment to gathering together, praying together, walking
together, sharing resources and experiences together, planting churches together,
worshipping together, engaging in Collective initiatives together and leading our
churches to do the same.

MISSIONAL COMMUNION
Missional communion comes from the interdependency of autonomous churches
flowing from theological and relational communion in order to see the Gospel
advance across Merseyside.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Leadership Strengthening and Equipping
Equipping for Gospel-Centred Culture
Church planting, revitalisation and strengthening
Care for the Region
Collective Support Teams
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“I give thanks to my God
always for you because of the
grace of God that was given to
you in Christ Jesus…”

We have so much to be thankful for in Cornerstone Church Liverpool this year. It’s
been an exciting and challenging year in so many ways and we have seen God’s
grace in every area of the church.
In the autumn, we celebrated as Liberti Church Lark Lane was planted. We sent
out a group of people who we love, and will miss being among us, but we are
so excited to see how God is already moving through them in so many ways and
seeing how they are reaching the people of Lark Lane.
It’s been great to work through the book of 1 Corinthians in our Sunday morning
gatherings. We are still bursting at the seams on a Sunday morning and are
praying and seeking God that we would have a bigger space to gather in.

I was recently approached by a local carpet fitter outside church,
who said “you guys have some lungs, I’ve never heard

singing like that before”.

It’s great to hear that life is bursting out of our gatherings.

We have baptised fifteen people this year, welcomed eleven new members
and now have over fifty students calling Cornerstone Church Liverpool
home.
There are lots of exciting things going on in Gospel Communities.
Our 10 Gospel Communities are grouped into 3 neighbourhoods. There
has been multiplication in two Gospel Communities in the past few months,
please join us in praying for these groups as they start an exciting new
phase of ministry.
A number of Gospel Communities, are engaging in different areas of social
justice. We have groups engaging with Safer Families, Toxteth Women’s
Centre, refugee and asylum seekers, addictions and homeless charities.
It has also been exciting to see Marian and Claire begin a counselling
ministry, supporting the work of the Gospel Communities, in the church.

An Interview with the Vickerson’s
Nat arrived at the church several years
ago to work with UCCF, whilst Alec moved
from Leeds not long after and now works in
the building industry.
They have just multiplied Gospel
Communities and are in the early stages of
beginning a new group.
What are some of the evidence of God’s
grace this past year?
Moving into the community has been a
blessing, being able to host on our house, build relationships with our
neighbours and people in our community, and spend time with church
family has been so encouraging as we get to serve the people around us
together.
What are you excited about for the future and being part of Cornerstone
Church?
Starting a new Gospel Community, the Holy Spirit is really guiding us to

get out there and be on mission together and excited to see God work through the
prayers of His people. We are also excited about future church plants. God has
laid on our hearts a desire to be involved in a church plant in the near future, as
part of a team. This scares us both but also excites us. We don’t know where yet,
but it is so exciting to see God growing his church and that we get to be a part of
it, and that he would use us in this way.

It was sad to see Aaron and Kelly Bucy leave us
in May to return to the States. Aaron served as
a music intern in the church for two years and
worked as a staff member overseeing music
and communication for the past two years. We
want to thank Aaron and Kelly for their time,
efforts and sacrifices made serving us here in
Liverpool. They will be missed and we pray
they settle back quickly into life in the States.

We have been so thankful for the Interns (Sophie, Michael and Joy) who have
served this year. They have been a real blessing to us and we pray God uses this
experience and their gifting in the years ahead.
It has been a wonderful year, with God’s grace so evident in every area. There
has been lots of growth and change and we are excitedly looking forward to this
coming year, as we seek to make disciples that make disciples, multiply Gospel
Communities that multiply Gospel Communities and plant churches that plant
churches.
To God be the Glory.

Cornerstone
Church
Wirral
Josh Walsh

The past 12 months have given us much reason
to praise Jesus and celebrate the evidences of
his grace amongst us.
We’ve been blessed through God’s Word especially as we’ve walked through
1 Corinthians and all that it has taught us and challenged us. We’re excited to get
back into it come October.
We’ve seen our Sunday Gathering attendance increase over the past year to now
averaging over 100 each week and beginning to edge closer to 120–130. In
light of this it’s been incredible to see the ministry teams grow in response to the
need.
The Kids Team is a real blessing to the church with 50 kids ranging from crèche
to 11 year olds. They do an incredible work in teaching the Bible in an in-depth
yet also accessible and creative way each week.
Our Worship Team has grown in its gifting
and in number and has lead us so well. It’s
amazing to think how God has blessed us
with gifted musicians and vocalists and how
only a few years back Jono, our worship
team leader, picked up his guitar as our sole
musician.
The Hospitality Team have created a
wonderful welcoming environment each week
and newcomers are so quickly made to feel at
home. We’re thankful to these and the other
teams and everyone who serves on them.

We’ve been blessed to have five
baptisms in the past year and we’re
praying for many more in the year to
come.
We started September 2017 with
three Gospel Communities and now
we have five Gospel Communities
that numerically are all beginning to
burst at the seams. It’s encouraging
to hear that most weeks some living
rooms aren’t big enough with a need
to multiply more this year. But it’s even
more encouraging to hear how God
is growing those Gospel Communities
in love for Him and for one another as
well as pushing out on mission.
It’s been incredible to see Eastham Gospel Community step out in faith and
vision to see a church planted in the area and how God is at work there.
Each Gospel Community can
testify to God’s goodness through
both trials and joys, each is unique
and each reflects its local context
and come with it there own
struggles and joys. But in this we
rejoice knowing God is causing us
to become more like him. Across
all our Gospel Communities
we’ve seen many non-believers
engaging more as well as Gospel
Communities coming up with
creative ways to engage more in
their local communities.

We’ve welcome 16 people into membership this past year. We been
blessed to welcome six babies into the world and our church family and a
few more on the way in the near future. It’s a great church growth strategy.

A special mention and thank you over the past
year is due to the interns, Jacqui and Phil, as well
as to Avril Dykes who has produced a mountain
of service behind the scenes. They’ve all served
and been an incredible gift to us. It was sad to
say goodbye to Phil as he left for job in Northern
Ireland.
We’re thankful for Jacqui remaining on the Wirral
and wish her well in her next season of life. Avril is
continuing to serve the church administratively as
well as number of additional ways. Keep praying
for her as she puts up with Matt and I.

It’s been a joy to have Matt Newberry come onto the Staff Team in November 2017
and to have him serve on the Wirral alongside me as well as across the Cornerstone
Collective. You may not see a lot of what he does on the surface but behind the scenes
he has been a major asset to the Staff, Elders, Trustees and the continued growth of
churches across the Cornerstone Collective.

We remember God’s grace in the past but we press
on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus.
					

Much Love in Christ

Liberti Church
Lark Lane
Neil Forsythe

The condition of those having
been made free...

Everyone is searching for freedom. In our community of Lark
Lane, the pursuit of freedom takes many forms, from enjoying the
good gifts of food and drink to practicing New Age Spiritualism.
This search becomes a lifelong pursuit that inevitably leads to
disappointment as the various solutions offered up fail to quench
their thirst. Christ Jesus offers living water from a well that will
never run dry. He offers liberty for those who are enslaved in
their sin and through his life, death and resurrection, he lifts off
the burden of the exhausting pursuit of freedom.
‘For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do
not submit again to a yoke of slavery’ Galatians 5:1

Fuelled by this promise and convinced of
this truth, nine adults and three children
were commissioned from Cornerstone
Church in October 2017 to plant Liberti
Church, Lark Lane. Their commissioning
followed months of prayer and planning
by the Lark Lane Gospel Community and
many faithful women and men before
them. In February 2018, Liberti Church
was launched officially.

God has been overwhelming gracious
in his provision for our church plant. The
launch team secured a meeting space for
their Sunday gatherings in a perfect venue
located in the centre of Lark Lane with on
open space that spills out onto the street.
On Sunday mornings, the whole space
is opened up and praise, prayer and the
preached word can be heard right along
the Lane. Many passers-by stop to listen and
some have even come to listen.
The vision of this church plant is to proclaim
a gospel of freedom in the hope that some
might be saved. Within only a few months of
the launch we had privilege of celebrating
fruit from this vision in the salvation of a young lady who has been meeting with
us since our commissioning. We’d also been praying that God would strengthen
our team, specifically with more women, a mature Christian family and another
young Christian couple. God graciously provided for all our needs within only a
few weeks of our launch.
The first few months of the plant has been focused on building relationships and
a positive presence on Lark Lane. Our launch team have all now moved into the
community and have been adapting to shape their everyday lives around the natural
rhythms of the Lark Lane culture. We’ve built strong and meaningful relationships
with many of our neighbours, business
owners and locals and are regularly
opening our homes and becoming a
regular fixture of Lark Lane.
Over the last few months our Sunday
gathering has doubled from our launch,
with around 24 people meeting with
us. In the months ahead we plan to step
further into our mission with specific
missional opportunities that have been
presented to us in the community with
a hope that more of those who don’t
know the freedom that we enjoy, would
come and receive the truth of the gospel,
becoming liberti, like us – captives being
made free.

Matt and Beth Kophamel
Bolder is the Cornerstone Collective’s youth ministry program, running
since 2013, giving the young people of Cornerstone Liverpool a space
to grow in their relationship with God, helping them to get a deeper
grasp of the Bible and equipping them to share the gospel with their
friends. Bolder has been led by ourselves for the past 5 years with
Wilson and Cayley Weaver joining over the past year.
Bolder meets every Monday between 6.00pm to 8.00pm during term
time, in ours and the Weaver’s homes, where we eat together, laugh
together and learn together. The ‘Bolder year’ runs from September to
July with three or four different series following the school term structure.
Every year we start Bolder with a Bible Overview followed up with a
term looking at a book(s) of the Bible, and a term looking at themes
found in the Bible.

As the Cornerstone Collective, we have a passion to see our young
people develop their faith, learning to explore the depths of the gospel.
We hold that primarily this should be happening within the families.
Furthermore, we also embrace the beauty of the Church having an
active role in discipling its young people through relationships within
the body. We believe that this demonstrates to our young people
that they are loved and valued by the whole church family. It also
enables the young people to develop a faith and relationship with
Jesus which is their own, rather than being solely dependent on that
of their parents.
The heart of Bolder is to equip our young people with a robust
understanding of God, the Bible and their Faith. This is with the hope
that they will know their identity in Christ is better than anything that the
world can offer. The current society that many of our young people are
exposed to at school or amongst their non-Christian friendship groups
is one where the Gospel is being ignored, with exposure to drugs,

distorted views of sex and identity being falsely declared
as truth. Our hope is that our young people will be being
trained to discern that Jesus is better than anything that
the world has to offer and share the gospel with their
friends. After all, the best people to reach young people
are other young people.
Over the past year, we have been joined by Bolder
leaders Sophie McCoo, Jessie Parkinson and Nathan
Allen. They have poured time and effort into loving the
young people of the Cornerstone Liverpool and they do
not know the value of their efforts. This year we are joined
by Temi Oketokun, Tom Loker and Josh Veale whilst Jessie
Parkinson will be returning for another year as a leader.
Last year we looked at a biblical overview looking at
Creation, Fall, Recreation and the New Creation and how
that is a pattern that is repeated throughout the Bible, we
then spent 10 weeks looking at the 10 Commandments
seeing that through the Law we are all guilty of breaking
each commandment focussing on Jesus fulfilling the law.
We then closed off the year with an overview of the book
of Galatians exploring the themes of the book learning
that we are saved by grace with grace alone doing for us
what the law couldn’t. Finishing off with a series on our
identity in Christ looking at who the Bible says we are in
light of grace.
This year Bolder will spend from September through to
Christmas exploring the Bible looking at the different
types of writing in the Bible. Starting at Genesis through
to Revelation the young people will have an overview of

every book in the Bible. Followed up with a series on whenever Jesus
uses the phrase ‘I am’ ending the year looking at prayer, teaching
and encouraging the young people to develop their praying life.
There will be a change to the Bolder leadership structure this
year, after five years of leading Bolder we have decided that from
Christmas we will be taking a step back and allow people with more
time and energy to take over the reigns of driving the direction of
Bolder. After moving to be with Liberti we have found it harder to
dedicate the time dedicate the time Bolder deserves and feel called
to have a greater focus on the Lark Lane area.

Wilson and Cayley Weaver have spent the last year
learning and growing in leading Bolder and it is clear
that they love your young people and have a passion to
see Alex, Brad, Ella, Emma, Mae and Tom grow in their
understandings of and relationship with their King.
Although we are set for leaders over the next year there are still
many ways in which you can help Bolder.
Firstly, and most importantly, pray for us. This ministry wouldn’t be
possible without God’s continued hand over it so please pray for the
leaders and the young people of the Cornerstone Collective, that we
would seek God in His plan for Bolder.
Secondly, each week we provide a meal for the young people, this
is a core part of what we do at Bolder allowing the young people
to have a time in community, if you are able to provide a meal for
Bolder either as a one off or regularly please get in touch with any
of the leaders.
And lastly, occasionally we want you to host Bolder and tell the
young people about how great your Saviour is. If this is something
you’d be interested in please speak to either us or the Weavers for
more information.
We love you all
Matt and Beth Kophamel
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Cornerstone Kids
Debbie Robinson

Over the past several years, Cornerstone has had the blessings
of a team with over 150 years of experience. Praise the Lord.
During this time we were able to develop and teach a two year
curriculum, where the children get a overview of the Bible under
two themes: “The Promises of God“ and “The Kingdom of God”.
However September 2017 brought about several changes. In
God’s providence it was time for several teachers to serve God
in different ways, therefore leaving a space for new people to
serve.
Suddenly the team changed, with the majority of leaders having
less than two years experience or no experience with kids work.
But they had a love for Jesus, a love for the kids and a desire to
serve God while serving the kids.
God provided Sophie McCoo
as an intern, with a focus
on Kid’s Work.
She has
been such a blessing and
encouragement over the year.
Working hard on the details,
by the end of the year Sophie
was writing and planning
the new curriculum that the
children are currently going
through:

Sin - Judgement - Grace

In September 2017, Liberti
Church was planted and we
have been able to support
and bless them with kids work
resources. They have been
able to bless the Cornerstone

Collective by producing lessons for the
kids based on our Values, which we
will be using this year. Additionally,
Cornerstone Wirral are writing the New
Testament series of our new curriculum.
Sharing resources is just one of the
blessing we have as the Cornerstone
Collective.
Over the next year we have put in
place more training and equipping for
the Cornerstone Collective Kids teams.
Please pray for the discipleship of the
leaders as they grow in the love of Jesus.
We are excited to have two new interns
focusing on Kids Work this next year.

In the year to come, we hope and trust in the Lord to
see real evidence of the Holy Spirit moving in the kid’s
hearts. That they love church because they love Jesus.

We trust that the leaders will have a deeper love for Jesus
and his people, and an excitement for God’s Word. Pray
with us that they grow in spiritual maturity and
develop their Bible literacy. Please also pray
that as a team we depend on Jesus and step
into the challenges of his Word and teaching
with each other.
Finally praise Jesus for the Elders and the
vision He has given them for our Church and
especially for our children.

Planting churches

is core to who
we are.

THE VISION AND DESIRE to see
CHURCHES PLANTED is within the
DNA of the

		

CORNERSTONE
COLLECTIVE

			and its churches.

Church Planting
Steve Robinson

The past 12 months have been an exciting time for us in terms of church planting
and revitalisation.
We’ve seen Liberti Church, Lark Lane launched and planted, and we have also
been able to walk with other churches in the region as they consider replanting
and revitalisation. We have seen two of these churches employ full-time pastors and
work through significant gospel changes; these have been hard, but they have put
the churches on a trajectory towards health.
Kensington

Liverpool
Old Swan
Cornerstone
Church
Liverpool

Liberti Church,
Lark Lane

Wirral

Cornerstone
Church
Wirral

Eastham

Ellesmere Port

God has been gracious in providing us with unique experiences in the area of
replanting and revitalisation that God is using to enable us to assist and walk with
other churches and leaders within the region.
Josh and I have been involved in several Acts 29 Church Planter Assessments,
where they assess prospective church planters from all over Europe. In one of those
assessment conferences, our very own Neil and Elizabeth Forsythe were assessed
and came through the process with a recommendation that they should be a part of
Acts 29. We are certain this will be a blessing for them and the Acts 29 network.
I have spoken at numerous churches and training courses about church planting

and revitalisation and what God is doing in and through us as the Cornerstone
Collective in these areas.
As a staff team we have also been able to support other churches who are
part of Acts 29 in the North West through hosting training and support days.
About four times a year we invite pastors, their wives and teams to gather at
Cornerstone where we pray for each other, hear from new church planters, and
engage in specific training. This collaboration has borne out a strengthening of
relationships amongst the churches which has been a great encouragement and
blessing to the Cornerstone Collective staff team.

Hopes & Dreams
Our hope, as the Cornerstone Collective, is to plant 2
new churches by the end of 2020 in EASTHAM, and
KENSINGTON.
These are areas that God has put on our hearts as they have a big need for
gospel centred churches.
We currently have a gospel community in the Eastham area, which is flourishing
and praying about planting a church in the next 12 months.
We have group of people meeting to pray about a church starting in Kensington
with several people asking questions and sharing an interest in being part of a
church plant there.
We are currently speaking with three men who have expressed an interest in
talking to us about Church Plant Residencies with the Cornerstone Collective,
each having a clear view to see churches planted in these areas.
Please pray that God will continue to guide and provide as we seek to be
obedient to His call to plant churches across our region for His glory.
If you have any further questions about church planting or being part of a church
plant in the future please don’t hesitate to contact an elder within your church.

Cornerstone Collective
Training
Steve Robinson

One of the areas of missional communion that we partner in as churches within
the Cornerstone Collective is the area of training; specifically, Leadership
Strengthening and Equipping and Equipping for Gospel-Centred Culture, and
this year has seen some encouraging areas of development.

Women’s Leadership Development Course
We ran a 6-week Women’s Leadership Development course, looking at the areas
of Bible Handling, Integrated Leadership, Reality of Mission vs Ideals of Mission,
Gospel Centred Leadership, Discipleship and Gender Redemption.
We gathered 27 women of influence (Elder’s wives, Gospel Community leaders
and ministry leaders) from across the Cornerstone Collective. This proved to be
a productive course in which we saw these women encouraged and grow in
confidence and boldness as people of influence within our churches.
Our hope is to develop this course further and run another this coming year.

The Women’s Leadership Training was such an encouraging and fruitful event in
my life. All the uncertainties and questions I had about God’s purpose and design
for women in the Bible, and how that practically worked out, were discussed and
applied which was incredibly helpful. The joy to study and discuss God’s word
with my sisters in Christ was really beneficial in my spiritual walk with God, as
relationships were built and strengthened over God’s word. We were challenged
to study God’s word with our hearts and minds and to be rooted in our identity as
image bearers of Christ. We were called to live in community with others and to
identify the context for creating a discipleship culture in the season God has placed
us in. We were encouraged to engage intentionally with non-Christians and to share
the gospel through community. This course was so helpful as it enabled me to flourish
and grow in the gospel.
— Esther Piper, Gospel Community Leader in Eastham

Gospel Centred
Marriage Course
In July, 10 couples spent 24 hours with Steve
and Sian Robinson setting time aside to work
on their marriages, seeking God for strength
and talking through issues and evidences of
God’s grace.
Marriage is an area that is constantly under
attack amongst God’s people, so we are
committed to providing more opportunities for
married couples to grow and be supported.
The hope this coming year is to have a marriage
weekend away, giving couples more time to
talk and invest in their marriages.

Crosslands Foundation
An exciting development for us as the Cornerstone Collective has been the launch
of the Merseyside Crosslands Foundation Learning Site. We see this as way we can
serve the whole region as we facilitate and lead the training for the Crosslands
Foundation in our region.
This is flexible theological training that enables people to grow in their love for
Jesus and his people whilst doing ordinary life.
If you haven’t got involved yet, can we encourage you to please prayerfully
consider it. You can either study on your own or in a group. We are excited about
what this could become and how serving the region. In this way will strengthen us
as churches in our mission and proclamation.
Want to sign up? Head to crosslands.training/foundation-merseyside

Other areas of training that we have done this past year:
- Gospel community leaders’ training
- Eldership training
- Small Town Jesus Conference

- Men’s Conference

Introduction to the Trustees
The Cornerstone Collective functions with a board of
Trustees that play an integral role in the running of the
charity and the churches in the Cornerstone Collective.

This group shoulders the legal responsibility of the charity and the trustees
are personally liable should the charity fall into disrepute in anyway. They
work tirelessly behind the scenes with little acknowledgment to ensure that
we remain compliant and up-to-date with current legislation. Often tasks
are unfashionable and tedious but it is incredibly encouraging to witness
men and women using their gifts and expertise to serve God and His
Church in this way.
Over the last twelve months, the Trust has had to navigate some tricky
changes in legislation including GDPR [General Date Protection Regulations].
In additional we have reviewed and revised some of our policies including
our ‘staff expenses policy’ and ‘sabbatical leave policy’ for full time staff.
In October 2018 the trust will also roll out a new accountancy software
that will assist with managing and running of church accounts.
Covenant members have, in the last year, been challenged about their
giving and the Trust has spent a significant amount of time reviewing how
we allocate church finances. We’ve tried to maximise Gift Aid, make
giving more accessible and budget in a better way in order to make our
finances go further. The Trust will continue in the same vein to seek ways in
which we can reduce fixed operational costs and maximise the resources
that God has given us.

There are still many areas that need reform so that the Trust can operate
more efficiently but this has been a positive year and ultimately we remain
thankful to God for his faithful provision, sustenance and protection as we
keep reaching out and pushing forward to make His name famous.
I would encourage everyone to pray for our Trustees as they serve in this way.
A few ways you can do this are listed below:
»» Unity for all the Trustees as we work together to tackle some tough
legislation
»» Growth in gifting and understanding so that we might function in a
more efficient way
»» Never lose sight of our purpose in the midst of legislative and
organisational details
»» Uncompromising integrity in the way we conduct our ‘business’
Have any questions for the trustees?
Email: matt@cornerstonechurchwirral.org or talk to any of trustees; they’d be
happy to help!

Trustees (from left to right):
Neil Forsythe,
Dave Heybourn,
Matt Newberry,
Josh Walsh,
Steve Robinson,
Anna Wood,
Alan Taylor,
Lee Horne,
John Lockyer, and
Andrew Craig.
Mark Currie (not in photo)

Financial report
Matt Newberry

On behalf of the elders and trustees
As we reflect upon the Cornerstone
Collective finances from the 17/18
financial year we see further evidence
of God’s goodness and grace. We’ve
experienced incredible blessing as
we continue to step into the vision that
He has given us. We have much to be
thankful for and God has provided for
His work!
We started the financial year with a
bank balance of £90,000 and this
was largely down to the extremely
generous gift from Frontline Church in
Oklahoma. Over the last 12 months we
have set about investing this gift in our
infrastructures to strengthen the various
systems and structures that underpin our
churches. This will be really important
if we want to prepare for growth, plant
more churches and reach more people
across Merseyside.
In November, we appointed our first
ever Operations Pastor to help improve
the organisational elements associated
with running the trust and charity.
This gift also allowed us to launch the
Cornerstone Collective in February
2017, helping to clarify the relationship
between our churches.
Investing this gift on top of our general
operational expenditure meant that
we spent £236,000 last year. This
increased by £35,000 on the previous
year.

Whilst operations costs are up, it is
important to remember that not only
have we appointed another full time
member of staff but by God’s grace we
are now three churches. Liberti Church,
Lark Lane launched publicly in February
2018 and it’s been encouraging to
see other Churches in the Collective so
eager and willing to support the vision
that God has given them.
Income for the financial year was
£177,000 and we have seen regular
giving increase over the last twelve
months. In the first three months giving
totalled £39,000 (August, September,
October 2017) and in the last three
months of the year this increased to
£46,000 (May, June, July 2018). More
members also committed to giving
regularly by standing order which
is hugely beneficial for budgeting
purposes. We were also able to increase
our Gift Aid claims (up £10,000 on the
previous year) and raise additional
income by renting Cornexrstone Church
Wirral to a local dance company
(£10,000).
Collectively we spent time reviewing
and revising our subscriptions, general
expenses and other fixed fees such as
energy tariffs. This should help us save
over £4,000 next year.
During the last financial year we
gave £3,578 (above our obligations

to Acts 29 and FIEC) and committed
considerable time to praying about who
and what we give too. Subsequently,
we have set up a fund that will be
used to bless and support Gospel work
inside and outside of the Cornerstone
Collective moving forward.
God has given us a big vision for
Merseyside and we have tried to think
long term when it comes to investing
the Frontline gift and allocating church
finances wisely. Although there is
a £58,000 difference between our
income and expenditure our spending
has been strategic, intentional and very
deliberate over this last 12 months. In
a short period of time we’ve already
felt the benefits of this investment and
we genuinely believe that we are in a
stronger place to plant more churches
on a more regular basis.
We finished the year with £31,000 in
the bank and we continue to pray about
how we can best use the resources that
God has given us to make Jesus famous
across the region we love.
We’ve learned that if we want to
be churches that plant churches and

continue to reach out then we need to
get comfortable walking the financial
tight rope as we step out in faith trusting
God to provide and meet our every
need as we follow the vision God has
given us. This will take boldness and
courage because often God calls us to
take a step of faith as we look to follow
his leading and walk in obedience.

There is a great need in our
region and it is going to cost even
more money if we are going to
plant churches in Kensington
and Eastham and release more
men and women to serve God’s
mission here in Merseyside.
Might we be a communion of churches
that act in faith rather than fear because
God has never failed to provide what
we need to undertake his work. The
story of Cornerstone Collective testifies
to this truth.

Income

12%

4%

Regular giving has increased since the
start of the financial year. If you are a
UK tax payer make sure you sign up to
Gift aid to make your giving go further.

6%

£177,386

Regular Giving
One off gifts
Building Hire

78%

Gift Aid

2%
19%

8%

£235,812
71%

Expenditure
Over the last twelve months we have set
about investing the Frontline gift in our
infrastructures to strengthen the various
systems and structures that underpin our
churches. This will be really important
if we want to prepare for growth, plant
more churches and reach more people
across Merseyside.
Liverpool, Wirral & Liberti
expenses
Giving
Collective Operations
Salaries & ‘on costs’

2p

Where your
money goes

8p

19p

Liverpool, Wirral & Liberti
expenses

71p

Giving
Collective Operations
Salaries & ‘on costs’
* Collective Operations is made up of central
admin, building work, Collective travel and
expenses, Collective events, training and
resourcing, internship expenses, legal costs.
insurance, website and communications,
safeguarding and tech.

Upon completion our annual accounts will
be available on the Charity Commission
website. If you have any questions about the
finances you can contact Matt Newberry,
Alan Taylor, Andy Craig or Dave Heybourn
or email info@cornerstone-collective.org

Income vs. Expenditure
Income
Expenditure
God hasvsgiven
us a big vision for Merseyside and we have tried to think long term
when it comes to investing the Frontline gift and allocating church finances wisely.
Although there is a £58,000 difference between our income and expenditure our
spending has been strategic, intentional and very deliberate over this last twelve
month. In a short period of time we’ve already felt the benefits of this investment
and we genuinely believe that we are in a stronger place to plant more Churches
on a more regular basis

Cornerstone Church Liverpool is a charitable company, registered in England & Wales No: 8133846.
Registered Charity No: 1152099

ChurchConnect.info
ChurchConnect.info is the central hub for all next
steps in the Cornerstone Collective.

Whether you want to sign up to serve on the Welcome Team or want to show
interest in the next Marriage Course or simply just want to Connect for the first
time - ChurchConnect.info is the place to go.
You can use ChurchConnect.info on any smart device.
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