




Quote page

‘Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears 
to the words of my mouth!  I will open my mouth in a 
parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, things that 
we have heard and known, that our fathers have told us.  
We will not hide them from our children, but tell them to 
the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD 
and His might, and the wonders that He has done.’  

Psalm 78:1-4

‘A prison cell, in which one waits, hopes… 
and is completely dependent on the face 

that the door of freedom has to be opened 
from the outside, is not a bad picture of Advent.’ 

– Dietrich Bonhoeffer





The Scandalous story...
An Introduction
I love Christmas time, I absolutely love it!

I love the time with friends and family, I love the food, I love the 
giving and receiving of gifts, I love the cheesy Christmas music 
that we all love, but are thankful that we only have to listen to 
once a year! I love the warm, fuzzy feeling you get when the 
decorations go up and cinnamon and mulled wine smells fill the 
house and I love all the things we try and do as a church; carol 
services, times with neighbours and friends, special events with 
our gospel communities. 

Now I know that my experience and my enjoyment of Christmas 
is shared by others of you, but for some, Christmas brings a whole 
host of other reminders, thoughts, experiences that do not feel 
warm and fuzzy, but painful.  

While the emotions – both positive and negative – that are brought 
to the forefront of our minds during the Christmas season are real, 
they perhaps highlight for us that our expectations, desires, goals 
and hopes for Christmas are off kilter.  

For some, Christmas means time with family, giving and receiving 
gifts, fuzzy feelings and songs… 

But Christmas is not about family, or gifts, or feelings.  We can be 
so quick to lay hopes or fears on this time of year, which can easily 
cause us to miss the point. 
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Our hope, through this Advent devotional and the weeks leading 
up to Christmas Day, is that we come to understand afresh why we 
celebrate this time of year. 

Our desire is that we will see our joy, hope, significance, and 
satisfaction are not found in everything that goes on around us 
during this time of year and how we respond, but rather, is found 
in the story of the Person who is at the very heart of why we 
celebrate.

Our desire is that you will find hope, whatever your Christmas looks 
like, as we remind ourselves of the story of a Holy God coming 
into the darkness of our broken world to save His people.  

The story of God, who put on flesh and was born into a messed 
up, scandalous family line.  The scandalous story of a God who 
lived with and loved the unloveable people; people like you and 
me.  The scandalous story of a God who was despised, rejected 
and killed by the very people whom He came to save.  A story 
that, as you read it, is full of scandal on every level.  

A scandalous story in which we find hope, freedom, love, mercy, 
grace, compassion, and forgiveness.  

A scandalous story that should not be missed or forgotten.      

- Steve Robinson
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‘The answer to deep anxiety 
is the deep adoration of God.’ 

– Ann Voskamp

‘Christmas can be painful for some people… 
But Advent says you can give voice to the ache, 

you can give voice to that longing, 
because we’re all longing 

for the King to come in glory.’ 

– Glen Packiam

“Blow the trumpet in Zion;
Sound the alarm on my holy hill.  
Let all who live in the land tremble, 
for the day of the Lord is coming.  
It is close at hand.
Come, let us worship God.”

Worship Sourcebook – based on Joel 2:1
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Week 1

Ruth
Steve Robinson

The story of God is the most exciting and thrilling story that has 
ever been told and it is being lived out by millions of people all 
around the world. The story of God impacts all cultures, is shared 
in thousands of different languages and is changing the lives of 
people from every walk of life. But the story of God is not only a 
wonderful narrative that we as Christians have been invited into, 
it is also a story that enables us to view God, ourselves and the 
world we live in, from a perspective that God wants for us and is 
best for us. 

So my question is, ‘How do you view the world?’ How do you make 
sense of it? What are the markers, the boundaries, the rules that 
you have, in order to live from day to day, year to year, Christmas 
to Christmas - and through all the ups and downs that your life has 
to deal with? How we make sense of the world, i.e. our worldview, 
determines how we approach family, jobs, money, celebrations 
and even events like Christmas, which are central to the story of 
God Himself. 

How you view the world and attempt to make sense of it is shaped 
by who or what is at the centre of your world, who or what is the 
centre of the universe. 

In the first week of our advent series we see the scandalous story 
of God’s grace, in the coming of Jesus Christ for sinful people like 
us. We see Elimelech, a Daddy whose worldview is out of step 
with the Story of God, which he was very much part of. 
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Elimelech was married to Naomi and they had two boys, called 
Mahlon and Chilion. This family was part of the wider family who 
were God’s chosen people, people who at that time were living 
right in the middle of the story of what God was doing. The 
problem that Elimelech had was that God wasn’t the centre of 
the world for him; the problem was that Elimelech and his family 
thought they were the most important people in the whole of 
the world. So much so that, when things got tough for them as 
a family, Elimelech tried to make sense of the situation - not by 
trusting God, Who is the centre of the universe - but rather by 
doing what he thought was best, even when God had been clear 
that what He was planning to do was not the best idea at all. 
Elimelech decided to move his family away from the place that 
God had given them, from amongst people of whom God had 
said, ‘These are My people, who I love and I want to bless,’ and 
take them to live with people that really hated God, hated His 
story and hated His people. 

Now Elimelech wasn’t taking his family to go and tell these 
people, the Moabites, about the God of the Bible. No way! He 
was making that decision for himself and his family, because as 
far as he was concerned that was the best thing to do. Telling the 
Moabites about God was the last thing on his mind. You see, like 
Elimelech, when God isn’t at the centre of our world we will always 
make decisions and try to make sense of things from a different 
worldview, which is usually with an attitude of, ‘I know best’. 

Making what he thought was the best decision for his family ended 
up being disastrous for Elimelech. Firstly, Elimelech’s sons married 
ladies who knew nothing about God and didn’t love Him (well 
not at first anyway). Then Elimelech died and then his two sons 
died. Poor Naomi was left on her own, in a strange land, with two 
daughters-in-law who had been left without husbands and with no 
children. 
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Elimelech had thought he was doing best by his family, by ignoring 
God and making sense of things on his own, but he and his family 
experienced at first hand what happens when people think they 
know better than our loving God. 

Now what happens next is the scandalous part of this story. From 
the selfish act of one man thinking his way of making sense of the 
world outside of God was best for everyone, God turned things 
around to bring about His purpose through his story, so as to bring 
grace, forgiveness, healing and hope to people just Elimelech, 
people like you and me. 

You see one of those Moabite ladies, who married one of 
Elimelech’s sons, was called Ruth. She knew nothing of God, but 
was faithful to her new mother-in-law, so she stayed with her and 
then came to know about the story of God. Little did she know 
that a man back in Naomi’s home town, a man called Boaz, who 
made sense of the word from knowing God’s story and his place 
in it, was going to fall in love and marry Ruth - and she would 
become part of the people through whom God was going to bless 
the world. And there’s more, Ruth and Boaz had a little boy called 
Obed, who grew up and had a little boy called Jesse, who grew 
up and had a little boy called David! That little boy grew up and 
became the King of Israel, after killing a giant and winning many 
wars on the way. But his big part in the story was that one of his 
great, great, great, great, great...grandsons was going to come 
to earth in an unexpected and scandalous way. He was going to 
do and experience something so scandalous that it has turned 
the world upside down ever since, but not in a way that has made 
things worse, but in a way that helps people like you and me to 
make sense of it, in a way that has made things so much better. 

Weekly Readings 
Ruth 1-4
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‘The awful majesty of the Godhead 
was mercifully sheathed 

in the soft envelope of Human nature 
to protect mankind.’ 

– A.W. Tozer





Week 2

David and Bethlehem
Neil Forsythe

Every great story has a hero. In the Old Testament, King David 
was that man for the nation of Israel. He was the poster boy of 
God’s people, but this great king had humble beginnings. Great-
grandson of Moabite Ruth, he was born into a family of shepherds 
in a place called Bethlehem, a small and insignificant town, which 
literally means ‘House of Bread’. 

To most people’s surprise, he grew to be a valiant soldier, going 
one-on-one with Israel’s enemies, killing a giant with a few stones 
and slingshot and single-handedly killing lions and bears. More 
importantly, he was known to be a man after God’s heart and 
before long he was chosen to lead God’s people as King. 

David was a good king. He loved God and he led with integrity 
and power. But every hero has a flaw. One day when David’s armies 
were out in battle, the king laid eyes on Bathsheba, the wife of his 
friend Uriah, as she was bathing. Even though she was married to 
his friend, David liked what he saw and he took her; our king of 
honour became a king overcome with lust. This momentary fall 
from grace started a deep spiral into sin and despair. Bathsheba 
became pregnant with David’s child, so to cover his tracks he 
hatched a dark plan for Uriah to be killed. 

As well as his loyal friend dying, David and Bathsheba’s baby also 
died soon after birth. Bathsheba bore other sons, but even though 
David loved them deeply he seemed unable to control them or 
to command their loyalty. His sons plotted against each other,   
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fighting for position and power and all the time indulging in their 
own wickedness and sin. In a fit of rage and revenge, one son 
turned on the other and killed him. Death was reigning in David’s 
family, and it didn’t stop there. 

After murdering his brother, Absalom began plotting to overthrow 
David and to have him killed. Absalom succeeded in betraying his 
father, but despite David’s continued love and care for him it was 
Absalom who ended up losing his life. David continued to reign 
as King. He succeeded in conquering other lands and defeating 
his enemies, but his life was consumed with grief and pain at the 
brokenness in his family.

Eventually Israel’s hero died. David’s life was marked with success 
and victory in battle, but scarred with brokenness, betrayal and 
death. Yet, before he died, God gave David a promise that out of 
this broken family one of his offspring would come to put an end 
to the suffering and pain. 

This son of David would also come from Bethlehem. He too would 
be a man after God’s own heart and, just like David, He would lead 
God’s people with integrity and power. But this King would have 
no flaws. He was perfect in every way and His rule would never 
end. 

During advent we remember the coming of this promised king, 
who emerged from a backdrop of darkness and brokenness. Born 
in insignificant Bethlehem, the ‘House of Bread’, His coming would 
bring an end to the cycle of brokenness and death - not through 
armies and force, but by offering Himself as the Bread of Life.

Weekly Readings
Micah 5, Revelation 5:1-5, Psalm 16
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Week 3

Mary and Joseph
Paul Elms

God never forgets His promises. He was about to do something 
amazing. Something He had never done before. The God who 
had created all things, the stars, the planets and everything in the 
universe, was about to enter His creation in a new and dramatic 
way.

God Himself was coming to earth! God the Father was sending 
His Son, to become one of us. A baby. The king of all the earth 
was coming to us, as a baby! How do you think He would come? 
Surely, if God’s king were coming to earth, He would be born in a 
palace or a mansion - into a rich and important family? His father 
and mother would be a king and queen, regal, well dressed and 
well thought of? But that’s not what happened.

The story of God coming to earth is a scandalous story. His mother, 
Mary, was an unmarried teenager, whose home was the humble 
town of Nazareth.  It was to her that the angel appeared. Can 
you imagine what she would have been thinking?  She must have 
been so scared to see an angel!  And she was already engaged 
to be married - how was this going to work?  But the angel told 
this poor, vulnerable girl to not be afraid, because she had found 
favour with God.  That would have been so comforting, to know 
that she had found favour with God.  

But how would this happen? (Let’s be honest, we’re all thinking it!) 
The angel told her that the Holy Spirit, who hovered over creation 
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right at the start of history when all things were made, would 
overshadow her. God’s power would come upon her and a holy 
child would be born - the Son of God!

This scandalous story unfolds with Mary giving birth, not in a palace 
or a mansion surrounded by doctors and nurses, but in a humble 
stable. Her future husband, Joseph, was not a man of power and 
influence but a man who worked with his hands. A humble man, 
from a humble place. A man who had to come to terms with his 
future bride giving birth to a baby that wasn’t his. A man who had 
to flee his home and become a refugee in a foreign land with his 
new family.

This is a scandalous story. But it was exactly what God had planned. 
This unmarried, vulnerable teenager was favoured by the Lord 
Himself.  And through this baby, God’s people would know favour 
with God.  This baby, was the Saviour of the world, and could have 
been born in any number of ways.  But God, in his infinite wisdom, 
chose this couple, on this night, in this shelter.  

God was doing a new thing. This was exactly what He had planned. 
The most significant moment in the history of the world. A story 
of His scandalous grace. To come to people who rejected him. To 
become one of us. To live for us. To die for us. This is a scandalous 
story. This is exactly what God had planned.

Weekly Readings
 
Luke 1:26-38; 
Matthew 1:18-25;
Isaiah 9:2-7
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Week 4

Shepherds, Simeon + Anna
Josh Walsh

This is one of my favourite parts of the Christmas story. Just think 
- Jesus is born! Now that’s a big deal, so who do you tell first? The 
Kings, Rulers, Authorities? 

No! Instead, God sends angels to some shepherds. Read Luke 
2v8-14 The angels say ‘Fear Not’ – well, that’s an understatement!

But who are the shepherds? Why is this significant? Well firstly, 
there’s the matter of their job and outward appearance. They 
are smelly shepherds, working in a smelly field all day and night, 
guarding their sheep. The smell would cause you to hold your 
nose. Working as a shepherd wasn’t one of the most sought after or 
more glamourous jobs at the time. You kinda end up there through 
your family, rather than choose it. Your future job prospects aren’t 
good and I’m not sure what promotion looks like for a shepherd 
either. Let’s be honest - the prospects of finding a wife in a field 
aren’t that great. We’ve all seen, or been part of, nativity plays; the 
role of shepherds doesn’t exactly have everyone queuing up for 
it. But this is exactly why it’s so scandalous and such good news 
for us. The angels declare in v11 - ‘For unto you is born this day… 
a Saviour…’ Hold the phone…  ‘Unto You’, you shepherds, you 
who have nothing to offer, who haven’t cleaned yourselves up, the 
outcasts of society, God is sending a Saviour to the unexpected 
and the undeserving. This is scandalous! 

If God would come to these people, rather than to the so called 
‘good people’, then that’s good news for you and me, because 
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(lets be honest) there’s nothing special about me or you. The 
angels bring this news not just to the shepherds, but to all people. 
That includes you and me. With the news of this baby born, this 
announcement brings great hope. He is a Saviour. This picture of 
the outcasts of society really is the picture of humanity outside of 
relationship with God. Because of our sin we are separated from 
God. We might think, ‘I need to clean myself up to get back to 
God’, but this is anti-gospel. The story of Christmas is that, in spite 
of our sin, God comes to earth to solve our deep problem of sin, 
our rebellion that separates us from God. Through this baby, He 
will grow up into a man - to save us from our sin. That’s why the 
angels declare in v14, ‘Glory to God in the highest’, for He will 
bring peace. Peace between man and God is available through 
this baby born. 

Here’s the challenge - the angels said in v12 that they would 
find Jesus lying in a manger, wrapped in swaddling cloths. The 
shepherds had to respond; would they believe? Would they trust 
the message and go and find Him? 

Read their response in v15-20. Now what will you do with the 
message of the angels? Is the scandalous story of Jesus too good 
to be true? Well, come with haste and find out for yourself.  

Now it’s important to know that the message of the angels wasn’t 
for the shepherds to go and find Jesus to have a look, just for a 
‘cheeky nosey’; the message was to go and find in that dirty old 
stable the very Person that every single one of the shepherds was 
searching for - even if they didn’t realise that they were searching 
for anything. You see, every one of us is looking for something. 
The problem is, most of us don’t even know what that something 
or someone is; but the message of the angels is “He’s here and 
when you find Him, you find what you are looking for, you find 
what you’ve been longing for all your life”. 
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This was a surprise for the shepherds; they didn’t have a clue, but 
there were people who had been waiting and looking for a long 
time and at last the time had come.  

As tradition demanded, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the 
temple in Jerusalem, to present Him to the Lord and to offer a 
sacrifice in recognition that their baby was, as all babies are, a gift 
from God to them. Whilst in the temple they met a man named 
Simeon. You can read about him in v25-26. He had been promised 
a gift by the Holy Spirit - that he would not die until he met God’s 
promised Rescuer, Jesus himself. 

Wow, what a promise, what a gift that would be! As time went 
by, you can imagine the expectation building, the hopes and the 
joys; but also as time goes on, ‘Will it happen, when will it be, will 
it be all that I’ve hoped for?’ Well, let’s see… you can read this in 
v27-35. 

Simeon held Jesus in his arms and said, ‘I can now depart in peace’, 
because God had been true to His word, and Simeon had seen 
God’s Salvation, that being Jesus himself. In Jesus, we see God’s 
salvation plan worked out in His life, death and resurrection - and 
the scandalous news is that it’s not just for the Jews, but for the 
Gentiles (non-Jews) also. Simeon had his expectation met and his 
joy fulfilled, as he laid his eyes on Jesus and held Him in his arms. 
His heart was full and his life satisfied, because he had met Jesus. 
What a gift that is! Simeon stepped aside to allow Jesus to take 
centre stage - and that’s the call for our lives, that we step aside 
from being the centre and entrust ourselves to Him and let Jesus 
take the rightful place.

As we approach Christmas time, with the expectations of gifts, 
perhaps this year we will view the gifts we receive as a small 
glimpse of the wonderful gift we receive in Jesus and we will be 

- 20 -



led to rejoice in His gift of salvation. Pray that we would be like 
Anna, a prophetess, whose story you can read in v36-38. Her 
response was to give thanks and speak of Him to all who were 
waiting for redemption. 

Will that be your response this Christmas? One of thankfulness 
and declaration of the gift of Jesus, who can be received by all? 
Even those who haven’t cleaned themselves up! 

Weekly Readings 
Isaiah 9:6-7, John 3:16-21, Romans 5:6-11, 
Isaiah 52:7-15 & 60:1-5, Galatians 4:4-7, Titus 2:11-15

‘…unto them!  Though they lived 
most of their lives 

on the outside looking in, 
they would not be outsiders to this gift.  

They were recipients of it.’ 

– Russ Ramsey
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‘Christmas is fast approaching. 
And now that Christ has aroused 

our seasonal expectations, 
He’ll soon fulfill them all!’

Augustine



Chr istmas Eve

The Cross
Steve Robinson

“Nothing good comes out of Nazareth!” That’s what some people 
said when they were having a conversation about Jesus; and it 
wasn’t the type of chat that was talking about all the amazing things 
that Jesus had been up to. It was more like a big moaning session, 
because they weren’t happy with what Jesus was saying and who 
He was spending time with. ‘Well what do you expect?’ I’m sure 
they were thinking, ‘Look where He comes from - Nazareth!’ 

Jesus was the promised one of God, His perfect Son, who came 
to save His people from their sin, to be their King. But the type 
of King the people wanted was nothing like Jesus - they wanted 
a king who was more like a warrior, not a servant. They wanted 
Him to be engaged with the important people, like the religious 
leaders, not with the homeless, the poor, and the bad people. 
And they wanted a king who was going to defeat their enemies, 
not a king who was going to die, as He had been saying. 

What a scandal it was for this Carpenter’s Son, from that rough 
place called Nazareth, to go around saying that He was God’s 
chosen Son and that He was going to forgive people and save 
them; and to make matters worse, He was going to do it by 
allowing Himself to die. 

What a scandal, no king does that! No Saviour ever saved by 
doing that! And how can you have victory when you die? That’s 
just scandalous. 
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The interesting thing is that the word scandalous is so right, but 
not in the way the people were thinking and maybe not in the 
way you’re thinking. What was scandalous, was that this small little 
promised baby, born in a back dirty stable, was coming into this 
world for one reason - and one reason only. He was coming to die 
for and save the very people who said they didn’t want Him, the 
very people who questioned Him, who moaned about Him, who 
rejected Him, yes and even the very people who killed Him. 

The scandal behind this story is that Jesus stepped into our place 
and took what we deserved, when He didn’t deserve it! The scandal 
is that people were missing that it was God who was hanging on 
that Cross as they laughed at Him! The scandal is that He went 
through it all for them, He took it all for them! The scandal is that 
He went through it all for us and He took it all for us. 

The scandal of the story of the coming of Jesus is that we did 
nothing to deserve Him coming, but He still came! He didn’t 
deserve to die but He still died! We don’t deserve to be saved by 
Him, but He still saves. 

The scandal of the story is the story of his Scandalous Grace. 

Additional Reading
Luke 23, Galatations 3:23-4:7
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Come and stand amazed, you people, see how God is reconciled!
See His plans of love accomplished, see His gift, this newborn child. 
See the Mighty, weak and tender, see the Word who now is mute.
See the Sovereign without splendour, see the Fullness destitute; 
the Beloved, whom we covet, in a state of low repute. 

See how humankind received Him; see Him wrapped in swaddling bands, 
who as Lord of all creation rules the wind by His commands.
See Him lying in a manger without sign of reasoning;
Word of God to flesh surrendered,
He is wisdom’s crown, our King.
See how tender our Defender
at whose birth the angels sing. 

O Lord Jesus, God incarnate,
who assumed this humble form, counsel me and let my wishes
to your perfect will conform.
Light of life, dispel my darkness,
let Your frailty strengthen me;
let Your meekness give me boldness, let Your burden set me free;
let Your sadness give me gladness, let Your death be life for me. 
Amen. 

‘…for Him to see me mended, 
I must see Him torn.’ 

– Luci Shaw



Chr istmas Day

The Resu r rection
Steve Robinson

The nighttime for me can be a strange time. Sometimes I sleep all 
the way through it, especially in the summer. I close my eyes when 
it’s still light and then open them to see the morning light of the 
next day. Sometimes I can’t sleep, because I’m really excited about 
what’s going to happen the next day - a little bit like Christmas 
Eve, as I wait for the excitement of Christmas day. But there are 
times when the night is the most lonely time for me, when all the 
troubles of my day, my life, are running around my head. Everyone 
else is asleep and I feel like I’m facing everything on my own. 
It’s during these times, when the morning finally arrives, when I 
understand what the Bible means when it says, ‘The steadfast love 
of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to an end, they 
are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness’. (Lamentations 
3:22-23) 

When Jesus’ friends saw Him die alone, in the darkness of the 
night, on that wooden cross, outside of the city that they thought 
He would reign over as king, their worlds fell apart. Everything 
that they had experienced, seen, heard, given up whilst following 
Jesus, all seemed like a waste of time. What was going to happen 
now? Were they safe? Would they be killed next? Why had this 
happened? I bet you that none of them got any sleep at all during 
that time. With all these things running through their heads, the 
nighttime must have felt so long; but for them, at this point in 
time, not even the morning light brought any hope, because the 
Person who they had hoped in was now dead - and everything 
seemed hopeless. 
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Jesus’ friends were so overcome with sadness and worry about 
what had happened to Jesus and what could happen to them, 
that they completely forgot that what was happening around 
them was exactly what Jesus had said was going to happen. You 
see, when Jesus was born, the angels told the shepherds that He 
was going to save His people from their sins. Likewise, when Jesus 
grew and began His ministry, He also told His friends why He had 
come and He even told them how He was going to save them. 
“I’m going to die, but after three days I’ll rise again,” He said 
to them; but because this didn’t make sense to them, because 
this was so scandalous, they heard what Jesus had said but they 
weren’t listening. 

For some of us, especially for the kids, Christmas Eve night is 
really long and we want it to end, so we wait with excitement and 
anticipation of what Christmas day will bring. Now if Jesus’ friends 
had understood what Jesus had been saying, this time would have 
still been sad for them, yes, but they would have been able to face 
it, knowing that after three days He would rise again. They would 
have been able to get through it with the anticipation that when 
He rose again something new was going to happen, something 
special was being worked out. 

Well, they completely missed it and, as far as they were concerned, 
everything to do with Jesus had come to an end. But what I love 
about God is that even when we miss the point, He still does what 
He says He will do; and three days after Jesus had died on the 
cross He rose again. And what’s even more remarkable, what’s 
even more scandalous, is that the first people that Jesus appeared 
to weren’t the important people of the community, not even 
the leaders amongst His friends; it was to two women, the very 
people that you wouldn’t be expected to go to in those days. 
Many people tried to say that His friends made up the story that 
Jesus rose again, but if you were going to make up a story like that 
you wouldn’t have Jesus appearing to these women first, because 
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they weren’t important enough. That would bring scandal to the 
story. But that’s what happened. Jesus rose again and appeared 
to the very people no one would have expected Him to appear to. 
The darkness of the night, which came because Jesus died a 
scandalous death in a scandalous way, came to an amazing end 
as He rose again, under scandalous circumstances, in order to 
display His scandalous grace for people like you and me.  
 
Jesus came to save His people, unimportant normal people, 
people who this world would not choose. He came to save us 
and love us in a scandalous way. And it’s that good news that we 
should be celebrating at Christmas time. 

So today as you enjoy Christmas, or even struggle through it, please 
remember that we have this time of year to remember Jesus; that 
because of His coming, His life, His death and His resurrection we 
can experience His mercy, His grace and His love, which is greater 
than anything even a brilliant Christmas day can give us. Please 
hold on to the hope of this scandalous story during times of great 
joy and even during the long nights of hopelessness. The Father’s 
mercies are new every morning, because of Jesus. 

Praise Jesus today. Enjoy His grace and give Him all the glory. 
Merry Christmas! 

Additional Reading:
Matthew 27:57-28:10
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‘As it had been since the days of Adam, 
God’s promises didn’t depend on anyone 

but Himself to keep them.’ 

– Russ Ramsey

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  Your sins 
are pardoned.
The penalty paid.
Thanks be to God!

The Worship Sourcebook – based on Isaiah 40:1-2

May His name endure forever,
His fame continue as long as the sun.
May all the nations be blessed in Him,
May Jesus Christ be praised!

The Worship Sourcebook – based on Psalm 72



Advent Vignettes - 2017

i.
Glory, the earth is full of Your Glory, 

 Immanent, transcendent, incarnate, 
The heart of God is found in flesh 

And the earth is filled with Your Glory.

ii.
Joy, the silent stars are shouting joy, 

Salvation sleeps, and wakes, and breathes, 
The timeless one bursts into time, 
And silent stars are shouting joy. 

iii. 
Holy, angels sing You are Holy, 

You are come, silently, suddenly, 
The darkened hills ablaze with light, 

And angels sing You are Holy.

– Andrew Newell
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Additional Resou rces
Jesus Storybook Bible Advent Reading Plan
1 Dec: The Story & The Song
2 Dec: The beginning: a perfect home
3 Dec: The terrible lie
4 Dec: A new beginning
5 Dec: A giant staircase to heaven
6 Dec: Son of laughter
7 Dec: The present
8 Dec: The girl no one wanted
9 Dec: The forgiving prince
10 Dec: God to the rescue!
11 Dec: God makes a way
12 Dec: Ten ways to be perfect
13 Dec: The warrior leader
14 Dec: The teeny, weenie… true king
15 Dec: The young hero & the horrible giant
16 Dec: The Good Shepherd
17 Dec: A little servant girl & the proud general
18 Dec: Operation ‘No More Tears!’
19 Dec: Daniel & the scary sleepover
20 Dec: God’s messenger
21 Dec: Get ready!
22 Dec: He’s here
23 Dec: The Light of the whole world
24 Dec: The King of all kings

Recommended Christmas Albums:
‘The Thrill of Hope’ – Christy Nockels
‘Repeat The Sounding Joy’ – Citizens & Saints
‘Joy Has Dawned’ – Kings Kaleidoscope
‘Vol 1 – 8’ – Folk Angel
‘These Christmas Lights’ – Matt Redman
‘Glory In The Highest – I+II’ – Chris Tomlin
‘Unto Us’ – Aaron Shust
‘Behold’ – Lauren Daigle
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Kid's Activities - Ruth
Let’s go on a journey… 

Take a visit to the centre of Calderstones Park, where you will find 
the oldest tree in Liverpool!  Read Ruth 4:18-22 and complete the 
family tree of Ruth and Boaz.  See how God’s story is rooted in a 
bigger Scandalous Story – and turned the world upside down!

Reminder:

On your journey collect twigs and branches to create a small tree 
that will provide a decoration to help you to remember Ruth’s 
story.



Kid's Activities - David and Bethlehem
As you read through Bible 
stories together, remind your 
children that every Bible story is 
true.  

Look up Psalm 16, colour the 
bookmark and place it in your 
Bible.



Kid's Activities - Mary and Joseph
Many think of this familiar scene as a cute manger moment. 
However, it is important to show the kids the scandal and messiness 
of the birth of Jesus. 

Therefore, creating a messy nativity can help the kids understand 
that the birth of Jesus was not sweet and innocent, but stinky, 
scary and scandalous.

Talk through this week’s advent, highlighting the scandal as you 
make this mess.

Option 1
Using biscuits, sweets and icing, build a messy nativity scene, 
which the kids will love to eat. 

Option 2
Make and build your own gingerbread Nativity scene.

Gingerbread Recipe 
Ingredients 

700g plain flour
200g butter
11 teaspoons ground ginger
3 teaspoons ground cinnamon
2 teaspoons bicarbonate soda
350g light brown soft sugar
8 tablespoons golden syrup
2 medium eggs
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Method

Prep: 30min  › Cook: 15min  › Ready in: 45min 

1) Preheat the oven to 180 C / Gas 4.

2) Put the flour, butter, ginger, cinnamon and bicarbonate of soda 
in a mixing bowl. Mix it all together with fingertips until crumbly. 
Add the sugar, syrup and egg and mix until it forms a firm pastry 
mix.

3) Using the rolling pin, roll out the pastry to about 5mm thick. 
Make sure the surface and the rolling pin are well dusted with flour. 
Use gingerbread cutters or templates to cut out shapes.

4) Place the cut out pastry on a greased or non-stick baking tray.

5) Bake in the preheated oven until golden, about 15 minutes. 
Check after 10 minutes. Gingerbread may be ready after 12 minutes 
in a fan-assisted oven.

6) Using icing and sweets, construct and decorate your nativity as 
well.
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Gingerbread House Templates

Mary and Joseph

Building Block Template 



Kid's Activities - Shepherds, Simeon and Anna
With the expectation of gifts, make a small gift box of thanks for 
this scandalous story, God’s story. 

Decorate and fill your gifts with thoughts about Jesus and who He 
is. As the kids place a sweet inside their box, ask them to praise 
Jesus for who He is and what He has done, looking back on the 
previous weeks of advent.  

Place these gift boxes on the tree and open on Christmas Eve, or 
at a GC Christmas gathering.

Surprise the kids by placing a promise from the Bible inside, so 
that they can see the promise that has been fulfilled and praise 
our Lord Jesus Christ together. 
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Folded box templates by Candy Wooding, www.mypaperarts.com

Cut on solid lines. Fold on dotted lines.  
Punch holes for ribbon or ties in circles.



Kid's Activities - The Cross
The scandal behind this story is that Jesus stepped into our place 
and took what we deserved, when He didn’t deserve it!

Using salt painting, draw a cross; when you add the salt and colour, 
talk about what Jesus took for His people. As the kids add colour, 
mention sin and how Jesus did not deserve God’s punishment but 
we did. Discuss what the cross means in relation to belonging to 
God’s people. 

SALT PAINTING:
-Black Construction Paper
-PVA Glue
-Salt
-Watercolour paints
-Paint Brush

1) Start by ‘drawing’ the cross on your black paper with the white PVA 
glue. (Keep this to simple outlines. It doesn’t work well when you fill big 
chunks of the paper in with glue.)

2) Next, sprinkle salt all over the glue.

3) Pour off the excess salt. You do not have to wait for the glue to dry 
before painting! 

4) Start painting with the watercolour paints. The salt is very absorbent, 
so you just touch your paintbrush to the salt and the colour spreads.

5) Using black paper means that if the paint spreads to somewhere 
other than the salt, you won’t see it. Encourage the children to just touch 
their paintbrushes to the salt and then let it spread. They will have to be 
gentle, so as not to disturb the wet glue under the salt.
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