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#1:
“In the present turbulent world, Christians are truly justified in viewing the future with optimism.
Our new God-given life has delivered us from hopelessness (Ephesians 2:12) and given us a
joyous expectancy of what God still has in store for His people.”
Edmond Hiebert
1 Peter
#2:
John 1:12-13
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

#3:
2 Cor 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the
new has come.
Titus 3:5
He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.
Ephesians 2:10
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them.

#4:
Ephesians 2:4-5
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we
were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been
saved.
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#5:
Ephesians 2:12
Remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth
of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the
world.

#6:
“It is a remarkable testimony to the reign of sin, and therefore of imperfection, of decay, of
death, throughout this whole fallen world, that as often as we desire to set forth the glory, purity,
and perfection of that other higher world to which we strive, we are almost inevitably compelled
to do this by the aid of negatives, by the denying to that higher order of things the leading
features and characteristics of this.”
Richard Trench
Synonyms of the New Testament

#7:
“God’s power protects us for salvation by sustaining our faith. The only thing that can keep us
from heaven is forsaking our faith in Christ, and turning to other hopes, other treasures. So to
protect us God prevents that. He inspires and nourishes and strengthens and builds our faith.
And in doing this he secures us against the only thing that could destroy us; unbelief; lack of
trust in God.”
John Piper
#8:
Luke 22:31-32
Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I
have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen
your brothers.
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#9:
Hebrews 11:1, 3
Faith is the assurance (substance) of things hoped for, the conviction (evidence) of things not
seen…By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is
seen was not made out of things that are visible.

Romans 1:20
(God’s) invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly
perceived…in the things that have been made.

