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CHRISTMAS 2017

WHO IS HE IN YONDER STALL?

I. THE BACKGROUND OF CHRIST’S BIRTH

A. Heathenism/Paganism:

· Heathenism is a religion which is fostered by Satan on the consciences of a fallen world.  

Gen 6:11-12

· Even though there is the witness of the providence of God in nature and the intuitive knowledge of God in man, fallen men deliberately suppressed the truth and worshiped the creature rather that the Creator.

Rom 1:18

Rom 1:24

B. Grecian Influence:

· The Greeks were few in number, but they were far more important than the large Asiatic empires of the east. 
· The Greeks philosophers helped lift the fallen world out of its dark and superstitious paganism into an ideal humanity in its natural imperfections. 
· They introduced science, poetry, sculpture, architecture, painting, rhetoric, historiography, and left their models to be admired even today. 
· Alexander the Great was a Macedonian by birth and an enthusiastic admirer of Homer.
· He was a disciple of Achilles whose philosophy was world-dominance. 
· Before Alexander’s untimely death “in the palace of Nebuchadnezzar II, in Babylon, at age 32”, Alexander was in control of the all the countries from the Mediterranean to India. 
· Alexander took the Greek language to the borders of India and made it the Greek language a common possession of the civilized nations.
· Grecian culture became degraded because their civil liberty and independence was destroyed by discord, levity, and sensuality. 

C. Roman influence:

· The Romans were practical and political.
· The God used Romans to carry out the idea of the state, civil law, and unite the nations of the world into a colossal empire. 
· Their empire extended from the Euphrates River to the Atlantic Ocean and to the Rhine River of Europe, the British Isles to the Libyan Desert of Africa. 
· The estimated population of the Roman Empire at the time of Christ’s birth was about one hundred million or about 1/3 of world’s population. 
· One historian said, ‘the history of every modern nation begins in that of Rome. 
· The Romans had little interest in literature or the love of beauty; their main interest was warring and conquering. 
· They believed that they were to rule the world. 
· They looked upon all foreigners as enemies to be reduced to servitude. 
· Having conquered the world, they organized it by law before which every majesty had to bow. 
· Under their rule, peace reigned, and the arts were revived. 
· The Augustus led Rome’s transformation from a republic to an Empire after his great uncle and adoptive father Julius Caesar was assassinated. 
· He turned the mud huts of Rome in to a city of marble. 
· The Romans gathered treasures of all parts of the world and brought them to Rome.
· The city was the capital of the empire which culminated into pride, beauty, and luxury. 
· There was peace in the world for 200 hundred years called the Pax Romana. 
· The Empire lasted 1,500 years. 
· The providential governments were established over occupied territory including Israel which was conquered by Pompey in 63 B.C.

D. ISRAELI

John 4:22

· The nation of Israel was the keeper of the true worship of the Lord, Jehovah, Yahweh.
· Abraham’s posterity was given the privilege by God’s unconditional covenant to guard the God’s revelation.
· God gave the Law to Moses, which if follow would guard His revelation and keep the people separate from their pagan neighbors lest their influence would distort the truth. 
· Israel’s faith was in sharp contrast to the idolatrous nations. 
· The geographical location of Israel placed them in the middle of Asia, Europe, and Africa.
· Israel was to be a ‘kingdom of priests’ in the world, in that they would be a model of a monotheistic nation, a moral nation, and a representative of the Almighty God, Yahweh by name. 
· Israel’s constant rebellion against the Law and the prophets brought the nation into Assyrian and Babylonian captivity. 
· After the Babylonian captivity the nation was scattered, and a remnant came back to the promised land under the leadership of Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah. 
· In 63 B.C. Pompey conquered Israel and they were subjected to Rome’s providential appointees and taxes. 
· Augustus appointed Herod in 37 B.C to be the King of Judea. 
· He was born in 73 B.C. and clawed his way up through the political later during the turmoil in Rome. 
· He died in 4 B.C.
· The Jews had been subjected to the heartless rule of Herod the Idumean appointee of Rome and they despised him. 
· Under this yoke their Messianic hopes were raised, but they were looking for a political Messiah to restore the Davidic throne to make Israel great again. 
· The Judaist religion adhered to the letter of the Law, the traditions and its ceremonies adhered too without knowing spirit and power of the Scriptures. 
· They abhorred the foreigner and therefore they were hated by the them. 
· On the other hand, the Jews by their own ingenuity and industry were able to gain wealth and some respect in the major cities of the Roman Empire. 


II. THE BIRTH OF CHRIST

A. THE PROVIDENTIAL TIMING

Gal 4:4

· Jesus Christ was born under the rule of Caesar Augustus, the first Roman Emperor, and before the death of Herod the Great. 
· Jesus was born in the city of Bethlehem of Judea in the royal line of David from Mary. 
· The world was at peace. 
· The Pax Romana allowed the preaching of the Gospel of Christ to be spread throughout the gentile world which otherwise would have been drowned out by the noise of the passion of war. 
· The God of history who places Emperors and King in places of authority to fulfill His will.
· Unbeknown by Augustus, God used him to declare a census which would take a couple from Nazareth to Bethlehem to fulfill the prediction of prophet Micah, the prophet of God. 

Mic 5:2

· Joseph and Mary had been brought together by the Lord. 
· The angel Gabriel gave the tidings to Mary that she would be the physical mother of the Messiah who would be virgin born. 
· An angel appeared to Joseph who was engaged to be married to Mary and her pregnancy caused him great agony. 
· The couple were married, and they made the 90-mile trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem in final term of Mary’s pregnancy. 
· The Baby Jesus was born in a manager, a feeding trough for animals. 
· It was a quiet night in Bethlehem and in the whole world.
· Some shepherds in the area of Bethlehem were having a quiet night, which was suddenly shatter by the presence of Angels who proclaimed to them the announcement of the Christ’s birth with voices of praise. 
· The holy angels were excited, for they had personally witnessed the creation of the world, the flood, the exodus of Israel from Egypt, the providential history of Israel; but nothing like this. 
· Their Creator and God was born in human likeness, in human flesh, and was being held and nursed by a young mother. 

Luke 2:14

B. THE PROMISED SAVIOR AND MESSIAH

· Heaven and earth rejoiced together as the Savior and the Messiah, the Son of God became the Son of Man. 
· This was the Man Child was promised to Eve that He would crush the Serpent’s head. 

Gen 3:15

· This Baby was none other than God in flesh.
· This Baby was the Creator of heaven and earth.
· The birth of this Baby was the end of an age and the beginning of an age that would never end. 
· The birth of this Baby would change the history of the world forever. 
Col 1:16

Heb 1:1-3

C. THE HUMILITY OF THE LORD

· Even though Christ is co-equal with God the Father, He did not regard it as something to be grasped. 

Phil 2:6-7

2 Cor 8:9

· This Baby was destined to become the Messiah, the King of kings, and the Lord of lords. 

Isa 9:6

D. THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF CHRIST’S BIRTH

· The children of Abraham, the nation of Israel had been appointed by Yahweh to be guardians of God’s revelation and the salvation in a world where Satan ruled. 

John 4:22

· The religion of the Jews degenerated into pride, ritualism, legalism, and works righteousness. 
· The priests, scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees were more interested in a coming political Messiah who would redeem them from Roman rule rather than a Messiah who would deliver their souls from hell. 
· The announcement of the birth of the Christ, the Messiah of Israel; came to the shepherds, first of all. 
· The intelligentsia of Judaism considered the shepherd to be of little account in the social strata of that day. 
· They forgot that the God of grace resists the proud.    

1 Cor 1:26-29

· Heaven and earth rejoiced together as the Savior and the Messiah, the Son of God became the Son of Man. 
· Apart from the shepherds, the immediate neighbors and the city of Jerusalem were oblivious of the importance of Christ’s birth. 
· But there was a remnant in the world who were looking for the King of the Jews. 

Zech 8:22

· A fraternity of men made up of chemists, astronomers, mathematicians, and rulers came from the east asking, ‘Where is He who is born King of the Jews?’

Matt 2:1-2

· The dutiful but lost scribes found the that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem, but they never lifted a finger to find if it were so. 

C. THE CONFIRMATION IN THE TEMPLE

· There was a small remnant of true believers waiting for the promised Messiah of the OT. 
· Joseph and Mary brought the Baby Jesus to the Temple to present Him before the Lord as the firstborn child. 

Luke 2:25-32

· Even though Joseph and Mary were alerted by the angel that the virgin born Baby would be the promised Messiah and Savior of the world they were continually astonished at Simeon’s prophetic message. 
· Then Simeon makes another astonishing prediction. 

Luke 2:34-35

· At that same visit to the Temple and elderly lady who was a prophetess, came and gave her blessing. 

Luke 2:37

III. THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST’S YOUTH

A. THE FERTILE IMAGINATION OF MEN 

· We know that the Christ Child was holy and sinless, yet human in every sense and natural. 
· He was a child unlike any born of a father and mother since creation. 
· The silent years of Jesus’ youth have spurred the fertile mind of the poet and writers to fill in the gap of these years with unnatural miracles and power to make clay pigeons fly and a you to whom animals, trees, and dumb idols bowed. 
· None of these fanciful stories are written in infallible and inspired Scriptures. 

B. THE BIBLICAL ACCOUNT 

· The only account of His youth is recorded by Luke.

Luke 2:42

· After the feast of the Passover, Joseph and Mary went home to Nazareth, then a day and a half in their journey they realized Jesus was not in the caravan. 

Luke 2:42-48

· Where else would parents find the Son of Man and the Son of God?

 Luke 2:49 

· Jesus grew up quietly in the unnoticed Galilean mountain village, subject to His earthly parents, in a carpenter’s shop, far away from Jerusalem and its libraries and schools, with no means of education, but only that which was offered to the humblest of Jews. 


Luke 2:52 

IV. THE MINISTRY OF JESUS THE CHRIST

A. THE INAUGURATION 

· One day when the forerunner John the Baptist carrying out his ministry of announcing the coming king and kingdom, baptizing those who believed and having repented of their sin, the Son of Man Jesus stepped out of the crowd and out of obscurity onto the world’s stage. 

Matt 3:13-15

· John the Baptist tired to stop him knowing there was no need for Jesus to be baptized, because He knew Jesus was sinless. 
· Jesus assured John that the time was right, and that God’s plan had to be perfectly fulfilled

Matt 3:16-17

· The voice out of heaven and the symbol of the dove descending was proof that Jesus was the Anointed One and the King of Israel. 

B. THE NATURE OF HIS MINISTRY

· Jesus’ ministry was aided by the fullness of the Holy Spirit, and complete knowledge of the Scriptures.
· All attempts to link Jesus teaching to some school of thought have failed, He never referred to the traditions of the fathers, except to oppose them.
· Jesus was independent of human learning and literature, of schools and parties. 
· Jesus was no scholar, artist, orator; yet He was wiser than all who ever lived.
· He taught the world as one who owed nothing to the world.
· He came down from heaven and spoke out of the fulness of His personal relationship to the great Yahweh.

John 7:14-15

Matt 13:54-56

“No great life ever passed so swiftly, so quietly, so humble, so far removed from the noise and commotion of the world; and so great life after its close excited such universal and lasting interest.”[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Schaff, Philip, History of the Christian Church: Apostolic Christianity, Vol. I, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Grand Rapids, MI 1988. P. 103.] 


· Jesus never courted favors from great, but incurred their hatred.
· Jesus’ purse was filled occasionally by a few women, but the treasure of the twelve was a thief and traitor, His treasury was empty. 
· Jesus never flattered the prejudices of this time, but rebuked the sin and the blindness of the aristocratic religious leaders. 
· Jesus resisted the attempts to make Him a political king and yet, He  declared to a Roman ruler that He was a King, but His kingdom was not of this world. 
· Jesus’ miracles were supernatural but not unnatural. 
· Jesus’ miracles and signs were performed without ostentation and with simplicity and modestly called His works. 

Heb 4:14-15

· When Jesus was challenged by His enemies He challenged them. 

John 8:46


C. THE END OF HIS EARTHLY MINISTRY

· Jesus was rejected by the Pharisees, Scribes, and Sadducees but for the exception of a few.

Matt 12:23-24

· The people of Israel liked Him because of His miraculous works. 

John 6:26-27

V. THE AGONY OF DEFEAT AND UNSPEAKABLE JOY OF VICTORY  

A. THE CRUCIFIXION OF THE SON OF MAN

· He humbly and emphatically announced to the twelve that He would die and be raised again the third day.   

Matt 16:21

· Once the feast of the Passover was completed, Jesus led His disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane to commune with His Father. 
· Before the night was over He was betrayed, arrested, and railroaded through six illegal trials. 
· When the Roman Governor tried to release him the crowd let by their leaders shouted, ‘Crucify Him!”
· They led Jesus to Golgotha to be nailed to a tree. 
· The execution by death on the cross was for those who were cursed. 

Gal 3:13

B. THE RESURRECTION OF THE SON OF MAN

Luke 11:29-31

· The sign of the Son of Man to cynics was similar to when Jonah was spit out of the fish after three days, that He, Jesus would walk out of the tomb bearing the scars crucifixion. 
· Jesus proved that He was bodily resurrected when He showed His scars to a doubting disciple. 

John 20:27

VI.  WHO IS HE IN YONDER STALL? 

A. HE IS THE KING OF KINGS, THE LORD OF LORDS

· Peter who just a little over 6 weeks ago had denied he knew Jesus now delivers a powerful message, that Jesus the Christ.

Acts 2:36

Acts 3:26

· Later Peter wrote to the Jews and the church the about what took place on the cross.

1 Peter 3:18

C. THE RETURN OF THE BABE IN YONDER STALL

· There was the sign of His birth. 

Isa 7:13-15

· There will be a sign at the Second Coming of Christ to the earth. 

Matt 24:30
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Rev 19:15-16





