7

Romans 10:5 For Moses writes that the man who practices the righteousness which is based on law shall live by that righteousness 

Μωϋσῆς γὰρ γράφει τὴν δικαιοσύνην τὴν ἐκ [τοῦ] νόμου ὅτι ὁ ποιήσας αὐτὰ ἄνθρωπος ζήσεται ἐν αὐτοῖς. 

			4D. THE NATURE OF FAITH-RIGHTEOUSNESS			10:5-13
				1E. THE CONTRAST BETWEEN LAW AND FAITH		10:5-7
					1F. THE WORKS OF THE LAW				10:5

For Moses writes that the man who practices the righteousness

· In order to make the difference between works based righteousness and faith based righteousness clear, he quotes from Leviticus. 

Lev 18:5
5 'So you shall keep My statutes and My judgments, by which a man may live if he does them; I am the LORD. 

· Paul is saying that if you are counting on a works-righteousness than you have keep that law perfectly.  

Matt 19:16-17
…but if you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments."

· The Lord wanted this young man to see that he had broken the Law and he needed to cast himself at the mercy of God.
· This self-righteous young ruler would not admit that he was a sinner, and wrongly concluded that he was righteous, self-righteous. 
· God never placed within the Law the power to keep it. 
· The Law brings down wrath. 

Rom 4:15

Gal 3:21

2 Cor 3:7
7 But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, 

· It was given in order that they might despair and cast themselves upon God’s mercy. 

Ps 51:16-17

Isa 66:2


Romans 10:6 But the righteousness based on faith speaks thus, "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?' (that is, to bring Christ down),

ἡ δὲ ἐκ πίστεως δικαιοσύνη οὕτως λέγει· μὴ εἴπῃς ἐν τῇ καρδίᾳ σου· τίς ἀναβήσεται εἰς τὸν οὐρανόν; τοῦτ᾽ ἔστιν Χριστὸν καταγαγεῖν·
			2F. THE CHARACTER OF FAITH			10:6-7

But the righteousness based on faith speaks thus…

· The righteousness based on faith was taught in the OT. 
· The Law when understood by faith, brings one to the Christ, the true mediator. 

John 5:39

Luke 24:27

Luke 16:27-31

· Abraham’s final words to the rich man in hades is, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.'"
· The heart of Abraham’s message to the rich man in hades is that if one had known and believed the teachings of the OT it would have brought him life in Paradise. 

"Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?'

· To show the contrast between works based salvation and faith based salvation Paul quotes from Deuteronomy. 

Deut 30:11-14

· The context of this quote—
· Moses has been with Israel for 40 years in the wildness and he is about to die on Mount Pisgah and be buried there by Jehovah God. 
· Moses had come down from Mt. Sinai and He delivered the Law He received directly from God to them 
· The people had relied on Moses to read and explain the Law to them, so what happens when Moses is no longer with them. 
· Moses reminds the Israelites that the commandments which were given to him are written down and within their grasp. 
· They do not have to have send someone to go heaven to retrieve the Law, because they have it; it is written down.  

… (that is, to bring Christ down),

· The parenthesis let us know that this is Paul’s addition to Moses’ comments. 
· The Jews were continually looking for the Messiah and they rejected Jesus the Messiah when He came.
· There is no need to send someone to heaven, i.e. (that is, to bring Christ down).
· By even thinking about going to heaven and search is a denial of the incarnate Son of God. 
· The Messiah has come down. 

John 1:11-12

· The works based righteousness says we have to work to bring in the Kingdom, i.e. bring Christ down. 
· The nation of Israel looked for a Messiah and kept looking for a Messiah. 
· When the Messiah came, they did not believe He was the Messiah and demanded proof or sign from Him.  

· The signs of Jesus’ Messiahship abounded. 
· When John the Baptist had doubts about Jesus being the Messiah, he sent his disciples to find Jesus and see if He was the actual Messiah.

Matt 11:4-6

· Jesus fulfilled the signs of the Messiah as recorded in Isaiah. 

Isa 35:5-6

Matt 12:38-42

John 20:30-31
30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book;
31 but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.

Romans 10:7 or 'Who will descend into the abyss?' (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead)."

ἤ· τίς καταβήσεται εἰς τὴν ἄβυσσον; τοῦτ᾽ ἔστιν Χριστὸν ἐκ νεκρῶν ἀναγαγεῖν.

Paul changed the quote of Moses somewhat from “Who will cross the sea…” to—

 'Who will descend into the abyss?

· No matter what form a works based righteousness takes, it denies Christ’s incarnation and His resurrection. 

(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead)."

· Just as an attempt to go to heaven and bring Christ down would be denial of Christ’s work on the cross, so any attempt to descend into the realm of the dead in order to bring Christ up would be a denial of His resurrection.  



Romans 10:8 But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart "-- that is, the word of faith which we are preaching,

ἀλλὰ τί λέγει; ἐγγύς σου τὸ ῥῆμά ἐστιν ἐν τῷ στόματί σου καὶ ἐν τῇ καρδίᾳ σου, τοῦτ᾽ ἔστιν τὸ ῥῆμα τῆς πίστεως ὃ κηρύσσομεν.

			2E. THE WORD OF FAITH 					10:8-10
				1F. THE CORE OF PAUL’S MESSAGE			10:8
		
But what does it say?

· Moses said it in Deuteronomy:

Deu 30:14 "But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may observe it. 

· Israel had Law and the prophets, they read it, they memorized, and they went through the ceremonies. 
· That was sufficient for them, they did not need any more revelation. 
· They did not heed the written word and repent of their sin and turn to God.
· The nation of Israel would not be changed, even by a religion of miracles. 
· No number of ‘signs and wonders’; no matter how great would change them. 
· The gospel is here today and because it is being proclaimed, all possible excuses for failing to believe in Christ and be saved from the coming judgment are cut off. 

"The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart "

· Now rather than the Law, it is the Gospel. 
· The Israelites have the OT and are still going through effort to abide by it. 
· It is in their mouth, but it has never reached their heart. 
· The same is true of people using profanity have the Savior on their lips. 
· That person suddenly stops their mockery and under the leading of the Holy Spirit says, Jesus is my Lord.
· This has happened!

Luke 23:39-43

· The two thieves on the cross were revilng Jesus and then one of the thieves turned his face up to the Lord of Glory, recognizing who Jesus was, and he said, "Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!"
· What was the difference?
· He saw Jesus as the Lord. 
· There was no time to talk about obeying the Law, doing works, or improving his character. 
· All he could do was move his swollen and dry lips and say basically, ‘Lord.’ 
· The Lord Jesus responded and the theif received the answer he wanted, "Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise."  


Romans 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved;

ὅτι ἐὰν ὁμολογήσῃς ἐν τῷ στόματί σου κύριον Ἰησοῦν καὶ πιστεύσῃς ἐν τῇ καρδίᾳ σου ὅτι ὁ θεὸς αὐτὸν ἤγειρεν ἐκ νεκρῶν, σωθήσῃ·

				2F. THE ESSENCE OF SALVATION 			10:9-10

…that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, …

· The word ‘as’ is in italics, which means the it is not there in the Greek. 
· The confession is Jesus, Lord. 
· The original word for ‘confess’ is HOMOLOGEO which means to confess the truth about something, or to say the same thing about something, to be in the same accord. 
· One might be tempted to think Paul has this out of order, because genuine faith should start in the heart and the mouth speaks what is truly believed.  
· But Paul is following the pattern of Deuteronomy 30:14 where ‘your lips’ precedes ‘your heart.’ 
· In verse 10 he reverses the order of verse 9, so it and starts with belief in the heart. 
· The import thing is the confession which states Jesus is Lord. 

1 Cor 12:3

· When Jesus was baptized God the Father made it very clear about His feelings toward Jesus. 

Matt 3:17
… "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased."

· At the transfiguration where the disciples received a foretaste of Christ’s glory the Father in Heaven spoke to Jesus’ disciples.

Matt 17:5
… This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!" 

· The first essential element of the gospel proclamation is the confession that Jesus is Lord. 
· The word ‘Lord’ comes from Greek κύριον in LXX which is a translation of the Hebrew name YAHWEH.
· The NT picked up the Greek KURIOS and applied it to Christ. 
· The Jewish disciples who were well aware of the origin of the name ‘Lord’; repeatedly took this great name and transferred it to Christ. 
· The name YAHWEH occurs 6,000 times in the OT, and English Bibles translate it LORD. 

1 Cor 8:4-6
.

Luke 2:11
11 for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

Phil 2:9-11

· In the Book of Romans Paul uses name Lord for Jesus 36 times and applies the name Lord to God the Father 8 times. 
· What does the name ‘Lord’ mean for the believer? 

1. All authority has been given to Christ and He is Lord. 

Matt 28:18
… "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.

John 5:27-28
27 and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man.  

2. The Lord Jesus is over the church and her people. 

Rom 12:1-2

3. The Lord Jesus is the center of our worship. 

Col 1:15-19
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