
Sunday, December 12th 2021 

Sermon 

Text  

John 1:29-34 

[29] The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! [30] This is he 
of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ [31] I myself did not know him, but for this purpose 
I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” [32] And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. [33] I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ [34] And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of 
God.” 

Confession 

of Sin 

God of salvation, in Christ You have done great things. By Your power You lifted us out of the wasteland of sin and brought us with joy and 
laughter into Your kingdom. Salvation is Your gift to us. But we confess that often we try to replace Your gift with our own efforts. We try to 
complete what is already perfect; we try to add to what is already full. We try to earn what we already have. Forgive us for our foolishness. 
Forgive us for not overflowing with joy over Your gift of salvation through Jesus.  Enable us to focus on Your grace. Enable us to live grateful 
and joyful lives in return. For Jesus’ sake alone. Amen. 

Advent 

Reading 
Philippians 4:4-9 

Hymns 

“Joy To The World! The Lord is Come” 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns: 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make his blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness, 
And wonders of his love. 

“As With Gladness Men of Old” 

As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold; 
As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright; 
So, most gracious God, may we 
Evermore be led to thee. 

As with joyful steps they sped 
To that lowly cradle bed, 
There to bend the knee before 
Him whom heaven and earth adore; 
So may we with willing feet 
Ever seek thy mercy-seat. 

As they offered gifts most rare 
At that cradle rude and bare; 
So may we with holy joy, 
Pure, and free from sin's alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to thee, our heav'nly King. 

Holy Jesus, ev'ry day 
Keep us in the narrow way; 
And, when earthly things are past, 
Bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, 
Where no clouds thy glory hide. 

In the heav'nly country bright 
Need they no created light; 
Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown, 
Thou its Sun which goes not down; 
There for ever may we sing 
Alleluias to our King. 

https://www.esv.org/Philippians+4/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Fb-xTDfxYs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UB8rKNrlpDQ


“Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found— 
Was blind, but now I see. 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 

Thro' many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me, 
His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures. 

And when this flesh and heart shall fail, 
And mortal life shall cease, 
I shall possess within the veil 
A life of joy and peace. 

When we've been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we've first begun. 

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, earth and heaven reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
Singing bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in Thee. 

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blessed, 
Well spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, all who live in love are Thine; 
Teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 

Mortals, join the happy chorus, which the morning stars began; 
Father love is reigning o’er us, brother love binds man to man. 
Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife, 
Joyful music leads us Sunward in the triumph song of life. 

Old/New 

Testament 

Reading 

Exodus 12:1-14 

[1] The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, [2] “This month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first 
month of the year for you. [3] Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to 
their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. [4] And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take 
according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. [5] Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, [6] and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, 
when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. [7] “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it 
on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. [8] They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. [9] Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its 
inner parts. [10] And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. [11] In this 
manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the 
LORD’s Passover. [12] For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man 
and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. [13] The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where 
you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. [14] “This 
day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall 
keep it as a feast. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mp3wXUoJnO8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcKlYUL5B0E

