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Gospel Centered 
 

CHRIST EXALTING 

Covenant’s Mission Statement 
Covenant seeks to glorify God by  
Establishing Disciples biblically, 
Engaging Culture redemptively,  

Expanding Christ's Church faithfully. 

 
Covenant’s Values 

Covenant is biblical by affirming the Bible as the  
authoritative Word of God, 

connectional by affiliating with the Presbyterian Church  
in America (PCA), 

confessional by adhering to the Westminster Standards, 
missional by seeking to spread the Gospel worldwide, and  
relational by encouraging families to build community. 



"And this commandment we have from him: 
 whoever loves God must also love his brother."   

1 John 4:21 
 
 

Prelude               
        
 
Welcome 
 
 
Call to Worship                                                                                                                                                    Psalm 92:1-4                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymn                                                               “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Invocation and The Lord’s Prayer 
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worship 
by reflecting on 1 John 4:21 printed above. 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above. 
Melt the cloud of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 
 

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, earth and heaven reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
Singing bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in Thee. 

 
Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blessed, 
Wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, all who live in love are Thine; 
Teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 

 
Mortals, join the happy chorus, which the morning stars began; 
Father love is reigning o’er us, Brother love binds man to man. 
Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife, 

Joyful music leads us Sunward in the triumph song of life. 
 

Public domain 

1 It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
    to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; 
 
2 to declare Your steadfast love in the morning, 
    and Your faithfulness by night, 
 
3 to the music of the lute and the harp, 
    to the melody of the lyre. 
 
4 For You, O Lord, have made me glad by Your work; 
    at the works of Your hands I sing for joy. 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the King-
dom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 



Corporate Profession of Faith                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                                                                                John Dambaugh, Deacon 
 
 
   
Scripture Reading                                                            Psalm 36                                              Bill Scholl , Ruling Elder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congregational Prayer                                                                                                                    Bill Scholl, Ruling Elder 

3 

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God  
sent His only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him. 
 
In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us  
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. If God so loved 
us, we also ought to love one another.  

1 Transgression speaks to the wicked deep in his heart; 
  there is no fear of God before his eyes. 
 
2 For he flatters himself in his own eyes 
    that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated. 
 
3 The words of his mouth are trouble and deceit; 
    he has ceased to act wisely and do good. 
 
4 He plots trouble while on his bed; 
    he sets himself in a way that is not good; 
    he does not reject evil. 
 
5 Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, 
    your faithfulness to the clouds. 
 
6 Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; 
    your judgments are like the great deep; 
    man and beast you save, O Lord. 
 
7 How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 
    The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow 
   of your wings. 
 
8 They feast on the abundance of your house, 
  and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
 
9 For with you is the fountain of life; 
    in your light do we see light. 
 
10 Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you, 
    and your righteousness to the upright of heart! 
 
11 Let not the foot of arrogance come upon me, 
    nor the hand of the wicked drive me away. 
 
12 There the evildoers lie fallen; 
    they are thrust down, unable to rise. 



Hymn                                                                “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”                                      (sheet music pg. 8)                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Corporate Confession of Sin       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Individual Prayer of Confession (silent prayer) 
 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                                                                                      Psalm 103:8-13                                                                                         
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8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 
9 He will not always chide, 
    nor will he keep his anger forever. 
 
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
    nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
 
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
    so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
 
12 as far as the east is from the west, 
    so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
 
13 As a father shows compassion to his children, 
    so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him.  

Almighty God, we acknowledge and confess that we have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed; we have not loved You with all of our heart, soul, mind,  
and strength; we have not loved our neighbor as ourselves.  
 
Deepen within us our sorrow for the wrong we have done, and the good we have left 
undone. 
 
Lord, You are full of compassion and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy; 
there is always forgiveness with You!  
 
Restore to us the joy of Your salvation; bind up that which is broken, give light to our 
minds, strength to our wills, and rest to our souls. 
 
Speak to each of us, and let Your word abide with us until it has wrought in us Your 
holy will. Amen.  

Beneath the cross of Jesus I gladly take my stand 
the shadow of a mighty Rock within a weary land, 
a home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way, 

from the burning of the noontide heat ,and the burden of the day. 
 

Upon that cross of Jesus mine eyes at times can see 
the very dying form of One who suffered there for me; 

and from my smitten heart with tears two wonders I confess 
the wonders of redeeming love and my unworthiness. 

 
I take, O cross, your shadow for my abiding place; 

I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of His face, 
content to let the world go by, to know no gain or loss, 
my sinful self my only shame, my glory all the cross. 
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Hymn                                                          “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go”                                  (sheet music pg. 9)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scripture Reading                                                                                                                                            Philemon 8-14                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon                                                                          “Paul’s Love”                                                                 Pastor Coyle 
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O Love that will not let me go,  
I rest my weary soul in Thee; 

I give Thee back the life I owe,  
that in Thine ocean depths its flow 

may richer, fuller be. 
 

O Light that follow’st all my way,  
I yield my flick’ring torch to Thee; 
my heart restores its borrowed ray, 
 that in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day 

may brighter, fairer be. 
 

O Joy that seekest me through pain,  
I cannot close my heart to Thee; 

I trace the rainbow through the rain,  
and feel the promise is not vain, 

that morn shall tearless be. 
 

O Cross that liftest up my head,  
I dare not ask to fly from Thee; 

I lay in dust life’s glory dead,  
and from the ground there blossoms red 

life that shall endless be. 
 

words by George Matheson/music by Christopher Miner 
© 1997 Chris Miner Music/CCLI 209271 

8 Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to  
  do what is required, 
 
9 yet for love's sake I prefer to appeal to you - I, Paul, an old man and  
  now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus - 
 
10 I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I became in my  
   imprisonment.  
 
11 (Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you 
    and to me.)  
 
12 I am sending him back to you, sending my very heart.  
 
13 I would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he might  
   serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel,  
 
14 but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your  
   goodness might not be by compulsion but of your own accord.  



Hymn                                                      “Come, Behold the Wondrous Mystery”                (sheet music pgs. 10 & 11)                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Observance of the Lord’s Supper 
 
 
 
 
Hymn                                                        “May the Mind of Christ My Savior”                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scriptural Benediction                                                                             
 
 
Postlude            
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Come behold the wondrous mystery, in the dawning of the King. 
He the theme of heaven’s praises robed in frail humanity. 

In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come! 
Look to Christ who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us. 

 
Come behold the wondrous mystery: He the perfect Son of Man, 

in His living, in His suffering, never trace nor stain of sin. 
See the true and better Adam, come to save the hell-bound man, 
Christ the great and sure fulfillment of the law; in Him we stand. 

 
Come behold the wondrous mystery: Christ the Lord upon the tree. 

In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory! 
See the price of our redemption, see the Father’s plan unfold, 
bringing many sons to glory: grace unmeasured, love untold! 

 
Come behold the wondrous mystery: slain by death, the God of life. 
But no grave could e’er restrain Him; Praise the Lord, He is alive! 

What a foretaste of deliv’rance, how unwavering our hope. 
Christ in power resurrected, as we will be when he comes.  

 
What a foretaste of deliv’rance, how unwavering our hope. 
Christ in power resurrected, as we will be when he comes.  

 
© 2012 © Dayspring Music, LLC (a div. of Word Music Group, Inc.),  

Bleecker Publishing (Admin. by Michael Bleecker),  
and Centricity Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

CCLI Song # 7026028 -- CCLI License # 209271 

May the mind of Christ my Savior live in me from day to day, 
by His love and pow’r controlling all I do and say. 

 
May the Word of God dwell richly in my heart from hour to hour, 

so that all may see I triumph only through His pow’r. 
 

May the peace of God my Father rule my life in everything, 
that I may be calm to comfort sick and sorrowing. 

 
May the love of Jesus fill me as the waters fill the sea; 

Him exalting, self abasing, this is victory. 
 

May His beauty rest upon me as I seek the lost to win, 
and may they forget the channel, seeing only Him. 

 
CCLI 209271 
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Sermon Outline 
“Paul’s Love” 

Philemon 8-14 
 
 
 
 
 
  I.  Love for Philemon (v.8-9). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 II.  Love for Onesimus (v.10-12). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
III.  Love for Unity (v.13-14). 
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Covenant Presbyterian Church 
One Covenant Drive • Little Rock, AR 72211 •  228-5903 •  228-9534 (Fax)  

cpc@covenantpca.com  •  www.covenantpca.com 
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America 

Paul & Connie Backstrom, Little Rock 
Peter & Jenny Boling, Mexico 
Dan & Nancy Butkowski, Little Rock 
Scott & Kathy Craig, Mexico 
Roger & Laura Dye, South Carolina 
Del & Hazel Farris, Ministry to State 
Jamie & Jacki Gildard, France 
Rob & Jenny Ilderton, England 

Darlene Johnson, Japan 
Tom & Karen Mirabella, Japan 
Pete & Ruth Mitchell, France 
Joel & Jessica Rinn, Italy 
Jim & Karan Romaine, New York City 
Jim Wroughton, Peru 
Will & Martha, International 
Wes & Kim, Undisclosed 

COVENANT’S MISSIONARY FAMIILIES 

Class of  2020 
Dan Butkowski 

 
 
 

Class of  2021 
 J. C. Baker (PT) 
Kevin Breniman 

Jerry Potts (sabbatical) 
 

 Class of  2022 
Jeff Nissen 
Tom Paulus 
Bill Scholl 

MEMBERS OF SESSION 
(PT - Partial Term) 

Class of 2020 
John Dambaugh 

Ben Russ (PT) 
Jason Van Goor (PT), Chairman 

Class of  2021 
William Fennell 
David Matlock 

Jeff Rooker 

Class of 2022 
Bob Davis 
Tom Fox 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
(PT - Partial Term) 

Tim J. Reed, Senior Pastor 
Derek Coyle, Assistant Pastor 

Liz Baker, Choir Director 

Mike Walsh, Pianist 
Ben Russ, Bookkeeper 

Peggy Washburn, Administrative Assistant 

STAFF 

TEACHING ELDER 
Tim J. Reed, Senior Pastor 


