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MINOR PROPHET STUDY OBJECTIVES 

In addition to text study, our teaching objectives 
include: 
• Direct and indirect methods on how to read 

the Bible
• Make a New Testament connection
• Demonstrate how the Minor Prophets speak 

to us today



JOEL : Our Outline 

WE ARE GOING TO LOOK AT: 
• Historical Context
• Mega-story of Scripture
• Themes
• The method of the message
• Joel 1-3
• Joel in the New Testament 
• Joel today



What is a Prophet?

• A spokesman for the true and living God
• It’s tempting to focus on how a prophet does 

what he does, but the point for God’s people 
is to focus on for whom the prophet speaks.

• Prophets speak to God’s people on His behalf.
• Priests speak to God on behalf of the people.
• Minor(?) Prophet – length, not importance



The Role of a Prophet

When history seems to come to a standstill in 
sin, guilt, and death, the prophets direct God’s 
people to God’s fulfillment of his promise in a 
new covenant. – Michael Horton,  The Christian Faith: A 
Systematic Theology for Pilgrims on the Way
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

• The exile is treated as a past event (3:2–3);
• The conquest of Jerusalem is mentioned (3:17);
• No king is mentioned;
• The temple plays a positive role, while there is no 

prophetic denunciation against the idolatry and 
syncretism mentioned in Hosea and Amos; and

• The anger expressed toward Edom is best 
explained by its treatment of Judeans during the 
Babylonian conquest (Joel 3:19; Obadiah. 1–21).



Mega-story of Scripture

• Creation (God created)
• Rebellion/Fall (Man rebelled against God)
• Redemption (God sends His Son)
• Consummation (God est. new heavens & earth)
• The Christian story is the story that interprets 

all other stories.  The point of the Bible is God.



Mega-story of Scripture

• Asking questions when we read God’s Word
– What does the passage say about …

• God?
• His creation?
• His Son? (His justice)
• The Return of the King?



Themes in Joel

• The Day of the Lord
• Repentance
• The presence of the Lord
• Restoration

• Do we see the pattern here?



SPIRITUAL CONDITIONS 

• Joel means, “Yahweh is God.” 
• Joel begins his writing with Judah in the midst 

of a national calamity. 
• He doesn’t accuse Judah of any specific sin.



Joel, chapter 1

• Complete devastation from an invasion of 
locust; unlike any other natural disaster
– 8th plague against Egypt comes against Judah

• Vine and fig tree – symbols of security and 
peace are thrown down & laid to waste

• v13-14: call to repentance
• Army of locust, drought, desolation.



Joel, chapter 2

• V. 1-11
• A future day.
• Yahweh is God and we know Him through His 

actions.
• Self-centered v. God-centered
• God’s wrath shows us our sin, which shows us 

our need to repent.



Joel, chapter 2

• v. 12-18
• , “Your sins move God to pity more than 

anger.” – Thomas Goodwin
• When the people of God plead for the mercy 

of God and tell of the gospel of God, and 
people repent, then God relents.



Joel, chapter 2
• v. 26-27
• There are three reasons God saves his people. 
• First, so his people will praise his name. 
• Second, so his people will never be put to 

shame. 
• Third, so the nations will know that he is the 

Lord God and there is no other. 
• Or we can say – for his glory, our joy, and the 

renown of his name among all peoples. 



Joel, chapter 3

• v. 1-3; 9-14
– A real battle between God and man?

• v. 16-21
– God will be a refuge to his people. 
– Consummation; a new Eden.



JOEL in the NEW TESTAMENT

Joel 2:4-5 Revelation 9:7-9 There is a greater hell 
coming for those 
outside of Christ. 

Joel 2:10 Matthew 24:29 The Light of the World.

Joel 2:28-32 Acts 2:17-21 Spirit sent. God in us. 
Jesus is Lord. Repent 
and call upon Him. 

Joel 2:32 Romans 10:13 Call upon the name of 
the Lord.

Joel 3:13 Revelation 14:15-20 We’re not playing 
games.



Joel Today

• Pain insists upon being attended to. God 
whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our 
conscience, but shouts in our pain: it is His 
megaphone to rouse a deaf world. – C.S. Lewis

• Everyone is searching. Invite to Christ.
• “Yahweh is God” & “Jesus is Lord”

– Security & Prosperity can’t take the place. Good 
and necessary they are, they don’t make good 
gods and lords. 
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