SERVICE OF WORSHIP | CPC
EPIPHANY | Epiphany means “manifestation” or “appearance,” and we use it to speak of times when something

becomes especially clear to us. In the church year, Epiphany celebrates that God made his glory and grace clear
to us by revealing Christ, to lowly shepherds, humble fishermen and tax collectors, and especially to us as we see
Christ with eyes of faith and trusting hearts.

prelude
BROOKE LEWIS

As the music plays, please quietly prepare your heart and mind for worship, lifting your thoughts
up from the cares of this world.
Melody – Victor Alphonse Duvernoy
As the Deer with Fairest Lord Jesus – Martin Nystrom, arranged by Mark Hayes

preparing our hearts
In that same hour [Jesus] rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little
children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my
Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”
– Luke 10:21-22 ESV

** call to worship
Leader:

…[L]et us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken,

All:

and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe.

Leader:

– Hebrews 12:28 ESV

We are gathered here to behold the Lord our God. Awesome and mighty is he.

** Please stand if you are able
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** hymn
Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise
Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above
Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.
To all life thou givest, to both great and small;
In all life thou livest, the true life of all;
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
And wither and perish—but naught changeth thee.
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
All praise we would render; O help us to see
‘Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee.
Words: Walter Chalmers Smith; Music: Traditional Welsh Melody. Public Domain.

**prayer of invocation
Leader:
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God of Peace, according to your perfect will and sovereign plan, you have
preserved your Creation and us your creatures and have kept our lives safe.Though
we deserve your wrath and punishment, you have instead demonstrated patience,
that according to the faith you give us, we would repent and believe upon your
Son. Grant us eyes to see Jesus this morning, to trust him this week, and to love
him forever. Amen.

** affirmation of faith
The Nicene Creed
All:

We believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and was made human.
He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried.
The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life.
He proceeds from the Father and the Son,
and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic church.
We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and to life in the world to come. Amen.
* Here, “catholic” means “universal,” and refers to the Christian church in all places
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** hymn of praise
Be Thou My Vision
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art;
Thou my best thought by day or by night; waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom and thou my true Word; I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father and I thy true son; thou in me dwelling and I with thee one.
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise; thou my inheritance, now and always;
Thou and thou only, first in my heart; High King of heaven, my treasure thou art.
High King of heaven, my victory won. May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
Words: Dallan Forgaill, translated by Mary Byrne; Music: Irish folk song. Public Domain.
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renewing our hearts
CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN
Leader:

And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. For everyone who
does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works
should be exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it
may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

All:

– John 3:19-21 ESV

Almighty and merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you
And one another in both our actions and our inactions.
We recognize that in Jesus our light has come,
Yet often we choose to walk in the shadows and ignore the light.
Expose our sin that we might confess it, despise it, and finally deny it.
Gracious God, forgive our sins
And remove from us the veil of darkness which shrouds our lives.
Illumine us by your Word so we may shine
With the radiance of Christ’s glory. Amen.

Please reflect and silently confess your sins.
ASSURANCE OF GRACE **
Leader:

In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness,

All:

And the darkness has not overcome it.
Thanks be to God!

– John 1:4-5 ESV
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** hymn of gratitude
Thy Mercy, My God
Thy mercy, my God, is the theme of my song,
The joy of my heart and the boast of my tongue;
Thy free grace alone, from the first to the last,
Hath won my affections, and bound my soul fast.
Without thy sweet mercy I could not live here;
Sin would reduce me to utter despair;
But, through thy free goodness, my spirits revive,
And he that first made me still keeps me alive.
Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart,
Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart;
Dissolved by thy goodness, I fall to the ground,
And weep to the praise of the mercy I’ve found.
Great Father of mercies, thy goodness I own,
And the covenant love of thy crucified Son;
All praise to the Spirit, whose whisper divine
Seals mercy, and pardon, and righteousness mine.
End:
All praise to the Spirit, whose whisper divine
Seals mercy, and pardon, and righteousness mine.
“Thy Mercy, My God,” Words: John Stocker, Public Domain. Music: Sandra McCracken.
© 2001 Same Old Dress Music. CCLI License #3022711, Song #3422560.
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scripture reading
Leader:

Matthew 2:1-12
This is the Word of the Lord.

All:

Thanks be to God!

prayer
An officer of the church prays for the world, nation, community, and church.
Leader:

All these mercies we ask in the name of Jesus, who prayed saying,

All:

Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be your name;
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors,
Do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.

** passing the peace
Leader:

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” In a world filled with
trouble, let us encourage one another to look to the one who has overcome the
world. May the peace of Christ be with you.

All:

And also with you.

While your preschool children are welcome and encouraged to worship with you, at this time
they can be dismissed for an age-appropriate worship for ages 3-5.
If you would like to hear more about CPC or would like to let us know of a prayer need,
please include your contact information or prayer request in the welcome pad when it comes
around to you.
When instructed, greet those around you, saying, “The peace of Christ be with you.” When the
music begins, please be seated and prepare yourself for the hearing of God’s Word.
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sermon
Series | “The Songs of Jesus – Praying the Psalms”
Sermon | “Praying the Psalms”
Psalm 1 ESV | 1 Blessed is the man
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord,
and on his law he meditates day and night.
3 He is like a tree
planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season,
and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.
4 The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
6 for the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.
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Leader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

All:

Thanks be to God!

WHIT ANDERSON

January 5, 2020

sermon notes

** gospel charge
Leader:

In light of the Word we have heard, how ought we live?

All:

Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for [the new heavens and new
earth], be diligent to be found by [the Lord] without spot or blemish, and
at peace. And count the patience of our Lord as salvation...
– 2 Peter 3:14-15a ESV
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WELCOME TO HIS TABLE
The Lord’s Supper is a family meal for Christians – a time when we delight in Christ and in the
good news that His work alone has made us right with God. All baptized Christians who trust
in Christ alone as their Savior, belong to a church that embraces the gospel, and seek strength
to live more faithfully to Christ are invited to participate. If you are not a Christian, or if you
are not prepared to share in this meal, please use this time to meditate on the following prayer.
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit,
but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete
forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins
and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please remain seated for communion. As a symbol of our unity in Christ, wait until everyone has
been served the elements, and we will all partake together. Once you are finished with your cup,
please pass it to the inside aisles and the ushers will retrieve them.
If you have a gluten allergy, there are gluten-free wafers available in the center of the bread trays.
During the celebration of communion, we will reflect during the passing of the bread and sing
the printed hymn during the passing of the cup.
NOTE TO PARENTS: To receive communion, a child must have been baptized, publicly
professed their faith in Christ, and been formally received as a communing member by
the elders of this church or the governing body of the church to which you belong.We
look forward to welcoming your children to the table when they come to this point and
ask that you speak to the pastor when you feel your child is ready to begin the process
of becoming a communing member.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and
said, “Take; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to
them, and they all drank of it. And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which
is poured out for many.”
– Mark 14:22-24 ESV

Minister:

Lift up your hearts.

All:

We lift them up to the Lord.

Minister:

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.

All:

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Minister:

It is very good and right, our duty and privilege, to at all times, and in all places,
give thanks unto you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, Creator
of heaven and earth.
Hear us then, as we pray.

All:

Thank you, Father, for making Christ known to us in the bread that is
broken and the cup that is filled. May this meal now enable us to increase
in faith, persevere in hope, and grow up in love. May this witness to Christ’s
death draw others into fellowship with him so that all your children will
be gathered in to share with us the joy of your salvation. Send us out from
this place by your Spirit, our ears open to your Word, our minds alert to the
calling you give us, our hearts full of zeal for your coming kingdom, our
voices confessing the name of Jesus, our Lord and our God. Amen.

Minister:

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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communion reflection & song
As the bread is distributed, examine your heart and reflect on the meaning of this supper, that
you would take it in a worthy manner.
As the cup is distributed, sing as one body, affirming that in Christ we are united to him and to
one another.
I Will Glory in My Redeemer
I will glory in my Redeemer, whose priceless blood has ransomed me.
Mine was the sin that drove the bitter nails and hung him on that judgment tree.
I will glory in my Redeemer, who crushed the power of sin and death;
My only Savior before the Holy Judge:
The Lamb who is my righteousness;
The Lamb who is my righteousness.
I will glory in my Redeemer; my life he bought, my love he owns.
I have no longings for another; I’m satisfied in him alone.
I will glory in my Redeemer; his faithfulness my standing place.
Though foes are mighty and rush upon me,
My feet are firm, held by his grace;
My feet are firm, held by his grace.
I will glory in my Redeemer, who carries me on eagle’s wings.
He crowns my life with lovingkindness; his triumph song I’ll ever sing.
I will glory in my Redeemer, who waits for me at gates of gold;
And when he calls me, it will be paradise –
His face forever to behold;
His face forever to behold.
“I Will Glory in My Redeemer,” Words & Music: Steve Cook & Vikki Cook.
© Sovereign Grace Worship. CCLI #3022711, Song #3337435.
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** offering
& song of thanksgiving
Praise to the Lord, The Almighty
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation.
All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near;
Praise him in glad adoration!
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth;
Shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth.
Hast thou not seen how all your longings have been
Granted in what he ordaineth?
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
If with his love he befriend thee.
Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him.
Let the “Amen” sound from his people again;
Gladly forever adore him!
Words: Joachim Neander; Music: German tune. Public Domain.

** benediction
**doxology
All:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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