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preparing our hearts

Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died – more than that, who was raised – who is at 
the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.

– Romans 8:34 ESV

As the music plays, please quietly prepare your heart and mind for worship, lifting your thoughts 
up from the cares of this world.

prelude

SERVICE OF WORSHIP | CPC

** call to worship

** Please stand if you are able

ANNA FLYNN

What Wondrous Love Is This – Frederick C. Maker, arranged by Mark Hayes
Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise – Robert Williams, arranged by Cindy Berry

The Lord is my light and my salvation;
Whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
Of whom shall I be afraid?

For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble;
He will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
He will lift me high upon a rock.

– Psalm 27:1, 5 ESV

We are gathered in the saving Name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Spirit – the Everlasting and the Great I AM.
Amen.

Leader:
All:

Leader:
All:

Leader:
All:

Leader:

All:
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** hymn

Come, Christians, Join to Sing

Come, Christians, join to sing, Alleluia! Amen!
Loud praise to Christ our King; Alleluia! Amen!
Let all, with heart and voice, before his throne rejoice.
Praise is his gracious choice. Alleluia! Amen!

Come, lift your hearts on high, Alleluia! Amen!
Let praises fill the sky; Alleluia! Amen!
He is our Guide and Friend. To us he’ll condescend.
His love shall never end. Alleluia! Amen!

Praise yet our Christ again, Alleluia! Amen!
Life shall not end the strain; Alleluia! Amen!
On heaven’s blissful shore, his goodness we’ll adore,
Singing forevermore, “Alleluia! Amen!”

Words: Christian Henry Bateman, Music: Folk Tune. Public Domain.

** prayer of invocation

We thank you, Father in Heaven, that you have welcomed us this morning according 
to your promises, which have their “Yes” and “Amen” in Christ Jesus. Because of 
the grace you have poured out through him, you are near us as a Father is to his 
children. By your Holy Spirit, counsel our hearts, beyond our own wisdom and 
will, to comprehend how wide and how long, how high and how deep is your love 
for us in Christ, that we may be filled with you. Thank you for our great High 
Priest, who intercedes for us now, that we can have assurance that you hear our 
prayers on his account. Therefore, in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Leader:
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**affirmation of faith

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.

– Romans 8:35, 37-39 ESV

Leader:

All:

** hymn of praise

In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found, he is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My comforter, my all in all – here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone, who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones he came to save.
Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied;
For every sin on him was laid – here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground his body lay, Light of the World by darkness slain;
Then bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave he rose again!
And as he stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;
For I am his and he is mine – bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death – this is the power of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man can ever pluck me from his hand;
Till he returns or calls me home – here in the power of Christ I’ll stand.

“In Christ Alone,” Words & Music: Keith Getty & Stuart Townend.
© Thankyou Music. CCLI #3022711, Song #3350395.
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renewing our hearts

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN

Leader:

All:

Please reflect and silently confess your sins.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE **

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

– Hebrews 4:15-16 ESV

Leader:

All:

Almighty and Sovereign God, the Great I AM;
You do not need us that we should expect your help;
You are glorified forever, and we can add nothing to you.
Yet, because of your own love and for the sake of your own covenant,
You have made us your people and made Christ our advocate.
For his sake and because of his interceding prayers,
Forgive us! Have mercy on us! Save us, O Lord!
Our sins are an offense to you and a grief to your Spirit;
They afflict us and are too heavy for us to carry.
Thank you that, in Christ, you have taken this weight from us,
And, in its place, you gave us hearts free to love you and live for your glory.
Therefore, we pray in the name of Christ, who reconciles you to us,
Amen.

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of 
the whole world.

– 1 John 2:1-2 ESV

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.



7

** hymn of gratitude

Before the Throne of God Above

Before the throne of God above, I have a strong and perfect plea:
A great High Priest whose name is Love who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on his hands; my name is written on his heart.
I know that while in heaven he stands,
No tongue can bid me thence depart; no tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair and tells me of the guilt within,
Upward I look and see him there, who made an end of all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free;
For God, the Just, is satisfied
To look on him and pardon me; to look on him and pardon me.

Behold him there! the risen Lamb, my perfect, spotless righteousness,
The great unchangeable I AM, the King of glory and of grace!
One with himself, I cannot die; my soul is purchased by his blood.
My life is hid with Christ on high,
With Christ my Savior and my God; with Christ my Savior and my God.

“Before the Throne of God Above,” Words: Charitie L. Bancroft, Public Domain. Music: Vikki Cook.
© Sovereign Grace Worship. CCLI #3022711, Song #2306412.

scripture reading

Luke 18:9-17
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

All:
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An officer of the church prays for the world, nation, community, and church. As the presider 
prays, whenever you hear him say “Lord, have mercy,” please reply by saying, “Lord, 
hear our prayer."

All these mercies we ask in the name of Jesus, who prayed saying,
Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be your name; 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors,
Do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen. 

Leader:
All:

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader:
All:

the sacrament of baptism

Candidate for baptism | Kathryn Joy Ensley

Matthew 28:18-20 ESV | And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Romans 6:4-5 ESV | We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if 
we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection 
like his.

prayer
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Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” In a world filled with 
trouble, let us encourage one another to look to the one who has overcome the 
world. May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Leader:

All:

While your children are welcome and encouraged to worship with you, at this time they can 
be dismissed for an age-appropriate worship for ages 3-5.

If you would like to hear more about CPC or would like to let us know of a prayer need, 
please include your contact information or prayer request in the welcome pad when it comes 
around to you.

When instructed, greet those around you, saying, “The peace of Christ be with you.”  When the 
music begins, please be seated and prepare yourself for the hearing of God’s Word.

** passing the peace

QUESTIONS FOR PARENTS OF AN INFANT
1. Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and the 

renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?
2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises in her behalf, and do you look in faith to the Lord 

Jesus Christ for her salvation, as you do for your own?
3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and promise, in humble reliance 

upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before her a godly example, that you will 
pray with and for her, that you will teach her the doctrines of our holy religion, and that 
you will strive, by all the means of God’s appointment, to bring her up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord?

QUESTION FOR THE CONGREGATION ** 
Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting these parents in the Christian 
nurture of this child?
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Leader:
All:

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:1-14 ESV | 14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest 
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as 
we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

5:1 For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to 
God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since 
he himself is beset with weakness. 3 Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins 
just as he does for those of the people. 4 And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called 
by God, just as Aaron was.

5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to 
him,

“You are my Son,
    today I have begotten you”;
6 as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
    after the order of Melchizedek.”

7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him 
who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8 Although he was a 
son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he became the source 
of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10 being designated by God a high priest after the order of 
Melchizedek.

11 About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 
12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic 
principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, 13 for everyone who lives on milk is 
unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is a child. 14 But solid food is for the mature, for those 
who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil.

sermon

October 6, 2019

WHIT ANDERSONSeries | “Looking to Jesus: The Founder and Perfecter of Our Faith”
Sermon | “Jesus, Our High Priest”
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** gospel charge

All:

Leader: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in prayer?
With the help of God, I will. 

Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 
return to the Lord?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, loving your neighbor as yourself?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society, by prayer for the 
world and its leaders, by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice?
With the help of God, I will.

– Adapted from The Affirmation of Commitment, Church of England

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

sermon notes

1. Why We Need a Perfect High Priest
2. How Jesus Is Our Perfect High Priest
3. Let Us Draw Near to the Throne of Grace
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The Lord’s Supper is a family meal for Christians – a time when we delight in Christ and in the 
good news that His work alone has made us right with God. All baptized Christians who trust 
in Christ alone as their Savior, belong to a church that embraces the gospel, and seek strength 
to live more faithfully to Christ are invited to participate. If you are not a Christian, or if you 
are not prepared to share in this meal, please use this time to meditate on the following prayer.

Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, 
but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins 
and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please remain seated for communion. As a symbol of our unity in Christ, wait until everyone has 
been served the elements, and we will all partake together. Once you are finished with your cup, 
please pass it to the inside aisles and the ushers will retrieve them. 

If you have a gluten allergy, there are gluten-free wafers available in the center of the bread trays. 
During the celebration of communion, we will reflect during the passing of the bread and sing 
the printed hymn during the passing of the cup.    

communion

NOTE TO PARENTS:  To receive communion, a child must have been baptized, publicly 
professed their faith in Christ, and been formally received as a communing member by 
the elders of this church or the governing body of the church to which you belong. We 
look forward to welcoming your children to the table when they come to this point and 
ask that you speak to the pastor when you feel your child is ready to begin the process 
of becoming a communing member.

WELCOME TO HIS TABLE
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Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will not drink again of this 
fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”

– Matthew 26:26-29 ESV

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Let us lift up our hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to our Lord God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Let us pray.
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts 
of bread and the cup, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be
the communion of the body and blood of Christ. By your Spirit make us 
one with Christ, that we may be one with all who share this feast, united in
ministry in every place. As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to
be the body of Christ in this world.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Minister:
People:

Minister:
People:

Minister:
All:

Minister:
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What Wondrous Love Is This

communion reflection & song

As the bread is distributed, examine your heart and reflect on the meaning of this supper, that 
you would take it in a worthy manner.

As the cup is distributed, sing as one body, affirming that in Christ we are united to him and to 
one another.

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul; to bear the dreadful curse for my soul.

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul. Christ laid aside his crown for my soul.

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb I will sing.
To God and to the Lamb who is the great I Am;
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing. While millions join the theme, I will sing.

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on.
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on.
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be
And through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on. And through eternity, I’ll sing on.

Words: Folk Hymn; Music: American Folk Tune. Public Domain.
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CHURCH LIFE | CPC** offering
& song of thanksgiving

My heart is filled with thankfulness to him who bore my pain;
Who plumbed the depths of my disgrace and gave me life again.
Who crushed my curse of sinfulness, and clothed me with his light,
And wrote His law of righteousness with power upon my heart.

My heart is filled with thankfulness to him who walks beside;
Who floods my weaknesses with strength and causes fears to fly;
Whose every promise is enough for every step I take,
Sustaining me with arms of love and crowning me with grace.

My heart is filled with thankfulness to him who reigns above;
Whose wisdom is my perfect peace, whose every thought is love.
For every day I have on earth is given by the King.
So I will give my life, my all, to love and follow him.

“My Heart is Filled with Thankfulness,” Words and Music: Stuart Townend & Keith Getty,
© Thankyou Music. CCLI #3022711, Song #4108704.

My Heart is Filled With Thankfulness

announcements

Please note the announcements found on Pages 16-20 of your bulletin.

** benediction

**doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

All:


