
** Please stand if you are able

preparing our hearts

The Lord is merciful and gracious,
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
He will not always chide,
    nor will he keep his anger forever.
He does not deal with us according to our sins,
    nor repay us according to our iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
    so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
    so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

–  Psalm 103:8-12 ESV

** call to worship
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Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 
In the company of the upright, in the congregation.

Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 
And his righteousness endures forever.

He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is his name!

– Psalm 111:1, 3, 9 ESV

Leader:
All:

Leader:
All:

As the music plays, please quietly prepare your heart and mind for worship, lifting your thoughts 
up from the cares of this world.

prelude

SERVICE OF WORSHIP | CPC

Leader:
All:



** hymn
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IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above
Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all life thou givest, to both great and small; in all life thou livest, the true life of all;
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
And wither and perish – but naught changeth thee.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
All praise we would render; O help us to see
’Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee.

Words: Walter Chalmers Smith; Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh hymn tune. Public Domain.

** prayer of invocation

O God of our delight, your throne of grace is a pleasure to our souls. Here we obtain 
mercy in time of need and see the smile of your reconciled face; here joy pleads the 
name of Jesus; here we sharpen the sword of the Spirit, anoint the shield of faith, 
put on the helmet of salvation, gather manna from your Word, are strengthened for 
each conflict, nerved for the upward race, and empowered to conquer every foe. 
Help us to come to Christ as the fountainhead of descending blessings, as a wide-
open floodgate of mercy. Through Christ Our Lord we pray, Amen.

– Adapted from The Valley of Vision, “The Throne”

Leader:
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** affirmation of faith

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
The Creator of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
And sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
From whence he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy catholic Church*, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen.

* Here, “catholic” means “universal,” and refers to the Christian church in all places

All:

The Apostles’ Creed
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** hymn of praise

All Praise to Him

“All Praise to Him,” Words and music: Matt Merker and Bob Kauflin.
© Sovereign Grace Praise. CCLI #3022711, #20579701, Song #7096636.
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renewing our hearts

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed 
is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is 
no deceit.    

– Psalm 32:1-2 ESV

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Father in Heaven, forgive my sins. 
Forgive the sins that I remember, and the sins I have forgotten. 
Forgive my many failures in the face of temptation, 
And those times when I have been stubborn in the face of correction. 
Forgive the times I have been proud of my own achievements, 
And those when I have failed to boast in your works. 
Forgive the harsh judgments I have made of others, 
And the leniency I have shown myself. 
Forgive the lies I have told to others, 
And the truths I have avoided. 
Forgive the pain I have caused others, 
And the indulgence I have shown myself. 
In Jesus’ Name, have mercy on me and make me whole. Amen.

Leader:

All:

Please reflect and silently confess your sins.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE **

In him, we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace[.]

– Ephesians 1:7 ESV

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

All:
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** hymn of gratitude

GOD, BE MERCIFUL TO ME (PSALM 51)

God, be merciful to me; on thy grace I rest my plea.
Plenteous in compassion thou, blot out my transgressions now.
Wash me, make me pure within; cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin.

My transgressions I confess; grief and guilt my soul oppress.
I have sinned against thy grace, and provoked thee to thy face.
I confess thy judgment just; speechless, I thy mercy trust.

Broken, humbled to the dust, by thy wrath and judgment just,
Let my contrite heart rejoice, and in gladness hear thy voice.
From my sins O hide thy face, blot them out in boundless grace.

Gracious God, my heart renew, make my spirit right and true.
Cast me not away from thee, let thy Spirit dwell in me;
Thy salvation’s joy impart, steadfast make my willing heart.

Sinners then shall learn from me, and return, O God, to thee.
Savior all my guilt remove, and my tongue shall sing thy love.
Touch my silent lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall praise accord.

“God, Be Merciful To Me,” Words: Public Domain. Music: Christopher Miner & Richard Redhead.
© Christopher Miner Music. CCLI #3022711, #20579701, Song #3251755.
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prayer

An officer of the church prays for the world, nation, community, and church.

All these mercies we ask in the name of Jesus, who prayed saying,
Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be your name; 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors,
Do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen. 

Leader:
All:

scripture reading
Genesis 50:15-21
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

All:

reception of new members

Candidates for membership

Bob and Barbara Becker
Linda Morgan
Jenny McDowell with Thomas, James, Margaret, and Nathaniel
Allen and Lynne Utzig

Vows for Communing Members
All those who are joining the church as communing members for the first time, whether through 
baptism, profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of membership, must affirm the 
following vows:

1. Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, justly deserving His 
displeasure, and without hope save in His sovereign mercy?

2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of sinners, and do 
you receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel?

3. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
that you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ?

4. Do you promise to support the church in its worship and work to the best of your ability?
5. Do you submit yourselves to the government and the discipline of the church and promise 

to study its purity and peace?
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sermon

** passing the peace

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” In a world filled with 
trouble, let us encourage one another to look to the one who has overcome the 
world. May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Leader:

All:

While your children are welcome and encouraged to worship with you, at this time 
they can be dismissed for an age-appropriate worship for ages 3-5.

If you would like to hear more about CPC or would like to let us know of a prayer need, 
please include your contact information or prayer request in the welcome pad when it comes 
around to you.

An elder will lead the passing of the peace. If you are joining us from your home, please unmute 
yourself so that you can greet one another. If you are gathered here with us today, greet one 
another warmly with the peace of Christ.

Matthew 18:21-35  ESV | 21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you 
seven times, but seventy-seven times.

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand 
talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children 
and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant 
released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his 
fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, 
‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 
When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, 

Series | “I Believe – The Apostles’ Creed”
Sermon | “The Forgiveness of Sins” November 20, 2022

WHIT ANDERSON



** gospel charge

All:
Leader: In light of the Word we have heard, how ought we live?

But as for you…pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, 
gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to 
which you were called and about which you made the good confession in 
the presence of many witnesses. 

– 1 Timothy 6:11-12 ESV
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sermon notes

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Leader:
All:

‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you 
have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered 
him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one 
of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”
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The Lord’s Supper is a family meal for Christians – a time when we delight in Christ and in the 
good news that His work alone has made us right with God. All baptized Christians who trust 
in Christ alone as their Savior, belong to a church that embraces the gospel, and seek strength 
to live more faithfully to Christ are invited to participate. If you are not a Christian, or if you 
are not prepared to share in this meal, please use this time to meditate on the following prayer.

Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, 
but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins 
and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen.

WELCOME TO HIS TABLE

NOTE TO PARENTS:  To receive communion, a child must have been baptized, publicly 
professed their faith in Christ, and been formally received as a communing member by 
the elders of this church or the governing body of the church to which you belong. We 
look forward to welcoming your children to the table when they come to this point and 
ask that you speak to the pastor when you feel your child is ready to begin the process 
of becoming a communing member.

Please remain seated for communion. As a symbol of our unity in Christ, wait until everyone has 
been served the elements, and we will all partake together. Once you are finished with your cup, 
please pass it to the inside aisles and the ushers will retrieve them. 

If you have a gluten allergy, there are gluten-free wafers available in the center of the bread trays. 
During the celebration of communion, we will sing the printed hymn.  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and 
said, “Take; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to 
them, and they all drank of it. And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which 
is poured out for many.”

– Mark 14:22-24 ESV

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to our Lord God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
 
Let us pray. 
O Lord and heavenly Father, when we celebrate and observe this memorial 
your Son has commended to us, we remember his suffering and death, his 
mighty resurrection, and glorious ascension; and we await his coming 
again with power and great glory. God of Mercy, hear our prayer and by 
your Word and Holy Spirit bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine. 
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one 
spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Holy Name. Amen.

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life.
Lord Jesus, come in glory.
When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
We proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, until you come again.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Minister:
All:

Minister:
All:

Minister:

Minister:

Minister:
All:

All:

All:

Minister:
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communion reflection & song

As the elements are distributed, sing as one body, affirming that in Christ we are united to him
and to one another.

NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD

What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus. *

 * Chorus:
 O, precious is the flow that makes me white as snow;
 No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Nothing can for sin atone, nothing but the blood of Jesus;
Naught of good that I have done, nothing but the blood of Jesus. *

This is all my hope and peace: nothing but the blood of Jesus;
This is all my righteousness: nothing but the blood of Jesus. *

Now by this I’ll overcome, nothing but the blood of Jesus;
Now by this I’ll reach my home, nothing but the blood of Jesus. *

Words & Music: Robert Lowry, PLAINFIELD. Public Domain.
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** offering
& song of thanksgiving

The offering is a vital part of our response to God’s grace provided for us in the preaching of his 
word and administration of the Lord’s Supper. Our tithes and offerings represent the entirety of 
our lives being consecrated to the Lord Jesus Christ and the coming of His kingdom to this world. 
As God’s grace is freely given to us, so our gifts are freely returned, and in no way add to but are 
only a response to the supremely adequate work of Christ’s atonement.

** offering
& song of thanksgiving

My Heart Is Filled with Thankfulness

My heart is filled with thankfulness to him who bore my pain;
Who plumbed the depths of my disgrace and gave me life again.
Who crushed my curse of sinfulness, and clothed me with his light,
And wrote His law of righteousness with power upon my heart.

My heart is filled with thankfulness to him who walks beside;
Who floods my weaknesses with strength and causes fears to fly;
Whose every promise is enough for every step I take,
Sustaining me with arms of love and crowning me with grace.

My heart is filled with thankfulness to him who reigns above;
Whose wisdom is my perfect peace, whose every thought is love.
For every day I have on earth is given by the King.
So I will give my life, my all, to love and follow him.

“My Heart is Filled with Thankfulness,” Words and Music: Stuart Townend & Keith Getty,
© Thankyou Music. CCLI #3022711, #20579701, Song #4108704.
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** benediction

**doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

All:

announcements
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for first-time visitors
Whether you are visiting us from out of town or looking for a church to call home, we’re so glad 
to have you with us. Please fill out the welcome pad when it comes to you.

sunday school
Sunday school is on break until Sunday, January 8. We hope to see you all back in class in the 
new year!

ADVENT DECORATING
Advent is just around the corner! Saturday, November 26, Christmas decorations will be going up! 
We are in need of two more volunteers to help for two hours. If you are interested in being part of 
the Advent decorating team, please contact Adrienne Herron (adrienne@cpcgeorgetown.org).

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING | DECEMBER 4
The Session of CPC is calling a congregational meeting on Sunday, December 4, immediately 
following the worship service for the purpose of electing a new elder.  We are pleased to announce 
that Jonathan Wells was nominated by the congregation, has been trained and examined by the 
Session, and is eligible for election by the congregation.

CPC KIDS OUTREACH | DECEMBER 4
We are so excited to share that the children from CPC have an opportunity to serve at The 
Delaney at Georgetown Village, Sunday, December 4, 130p. We will be leading the residents in 
the Christmas hymn, “Hark, The Herald Angels Sing,” and serving them cookies after the service 
led by Pastor Whit. If your child is interested in participating, please email Korina Slabach (kids@
cpcgeorgetown.org) or sign your child up at the CPC Kids Table. We also always need volunteers, 
so please let Korina know if you’d like to help!

YOUTH GROUP OUTREACH | DECEMBER 10
The CPC youth group is scheduled to serve the assisted living residents at The Delaney on 
Saturday, December 10, 10a-1p. We will be decorating doors for the holidays, having lunch with 
the residents, and singing some carols as well. We will be collecting wrapping paper and door 
decorations from November 20-December 4. If you are interested in coming as a chaperone or 
donating Christmas wrapping paper, please contact Ryan Slabach (youth@cpcgeorgetown.org).  

christmas poinsettias
If you would like to honor or remember someone this Advent season, as well as help to defray 
the cost of our Christmas poinsettias, please make your check payable for $15.00 per poinsettia 
to Christ Presbyterian Church, write “Christmas Poinsettia” on the check memo line, and place 
your check in the Sunday offering plate. Then, email Adrienne Herron (adrienne@cpcgeorgetown.
org) with the “in memory of” or “in honor of” information, which will be included in our Sunday 
bulletins during Advent beginning December 4. The poinsettias will be ready to take home at our 
Christmas Eve service.

advent and christmas eve services
Join us and invite others for Advent and Christmas Eve at CPC! Advent services begin November 27. 
Our Christmas Eve service will be held at Dell Pickett Elementary on Saturday, December 24, 530p.

advent devotionals
If you are interested in a devotional for the Advent season you can pick up a copy of The Light 
Before Christmas, by Marty Machowski, across from the bulletin table. There is a limited supply so 
pick yours up today! Suggested donation $12.

CHURCH LIFE | CPC
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CHURCH LIFE | CPC

About the Candidate 
CPC Officer Election | DECEMBER 2022

The Session of Christ Presbyterian Church (CPC) has approved the following man for election to the 
office of ruling elder.

Jonathan Wells and his family became members at CPC shortly 
after moving to Texas in late 2020. Prior to that they were members of 
a PCA Church in Minnesota since 2013 when they moved to the USA. 
Jonathan has been a communicant Christian since he was fifteen – he 
was confirmed in the Reformed Evangelical church where he grew up 
in France. He has been married to Valin since 2005. They have three 
children, Jedidiah (15), Austin (12) and Naomi (8).

Total pledges (October 2021 thru September 2024)                                $1,809,232
Pledge total given as of January 31, 2022                                         $967,696
Building fund giving for the August - October quarter                                                                                  $101,011
Pledge total given as of October 31, 2022                                                                                                                      $1,178,492
Pledge total remaining after October 31, 2022                                                                                                                      $630,740

quarterly update
CPC has the opportunity to move into facilities of its own at the Sedro Crossing 
Development located at 4843 Williams Drive in Georgetown. A generosity 
initiative was conducted in the fall of 2021 that resulted in congregational 
pledges to give special gifts over three years that allowed the Sedro Crossing 
project to move forward. The remaining pledge amount listed below is still 
needed for project completion and managing the CPC budget over the next 
three years.


