
3** Please stand if you are able

preparing our hearts

The Lord is my strength and my song, 
    and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him, 
    my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 

– Exodus 15:2 ESV

** call to worship

O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you; I will praise your name,
For you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure.

He has swallowed up death forever. He has wiped away every tear.
Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us; let us 
be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

They will call his name Immanuel.
Come, let us adore him.

– Based on Isaiah 25 & Matthew 1:23 ESV

Leader:
All:

Leader:
All:

Leader:
All:

SERVICE OF WORSHIP | CPC

ADVENT | The season of Advent, a season of waiting, is designed to cultivate our awareness of God’s
actions – past, present, and future. In Advent we hear the prophecies of the Messiah’s coming as addressed 
to us – people who wait for the second coming. In Advent we heighten our anticipation for the ultimate 
fulfillment of all Old Testament promises, when the wolf will lie down with the lamb, death will be 
swallowed up, and every tear will be wiped away.
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** hymn

Rejoice, the Lord is King

Rejoice, the Lord is King: your Lord and King adore!
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, and triumph evermore.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

Jesus the Savior reigns, the God of truth and love;
When he had purged our stains he took his seat above.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

His kingdom cannot fail, he rules o’er earth and heaven;
The keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

He sits at God’s right hand till all his foes submit,
And bow to his command, and fall beneath his feet.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

Rejoice in glorious hope! Our Lord, the Judge, shall come,
And take his servants up to their eternal home.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

Words & Music: Charles Wesley, DARWALL. Public Domain.

**prayer of invocation

Send out your light and your truth; let them lead us; let them bring us to your 
holy hill and to your dwelling! Then we will go to the altar of God, to God our 
exceeding joy, and we will praise you, O God, our God. This we pray by the light 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent as the Light of the World. Amen.

– Based on Psalm 43:3-4

Leader:
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advent reading & candle lighting

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

JOE AND MARY JO COX

Leader:
All:

The Readings | Isaiah 7:14 and Revelation 21:1-5 ESV

The candle color for the first week of Advent is purple, symbolizing repentance. This week’s candle is 
called the Candle of Hope. It is the light that burned within the Prophets who longed for God’s Messiah.

In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found; he is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My comforter, my all in all – here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone, who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones he came to save.
Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied;
For every sin on him was laid – here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground his body lay, Light of the World by darkness slain;
Then bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave he rose again!
And as he stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;
For I am his and he is mine – bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death – this is the power of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man can ever pluck me from his hand;
Till he returns or calls me home – here in the power of Christ I’ll stand.

“In Christ Alone,” Words & Music: Keith Getty & Stuart Townend.
© 2001 Thankyou Music. CCLI License #3022711, #20579701, Song #3350395.

** hymn of praise
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renewing our hearts

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN

For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name 
is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite 
and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the 
contrite.”

–  Isaiah 57:15 ESV

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
And to put on the armor of light. 
We confess our sins to you and hide our lives in Christ, 
Who visited us in great humility, to redeem us from our sin and shame, 
That in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
To judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal. 
Through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Leader:

All:

Please reflect and silently confess your sins.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE **

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
– Romans 8:1 ESV

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

All:

o Come, O Come, Emmanuel **
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Words: Latin hymn, trans. John Mason Neale; Music: Thomas Helmore. Public Domain.

All:
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With Grateful heart My thanks I bring (Psalm 138)

With grateful heart my thanks I bring, before the great your praise I sing;
I worship in your holy place and praise you for your truth and grace;
For truth and grace together shine in your most holy word divine,
In your most holy word divine.

I cried to you, and you did save; your word of grace new courage gave;
The kings of earth shall thank you, Lord, for they have heard your wondrous word;
Yea, they shall come with songs of praise, for great and glorious are your ways,
For great and glorious are your ways.

O Lord, enthroned in glory bright, you reign above in heavenly height;
The proud in vain your favor seek but you have mercy for the meek;
Through trouble though my pathway be, you will revive and strengthen me,
You will revive and strengthen me.

You will stretch forth your mighty arm to save me when my foes alarm;
The work you have for me begun shall by your grace be fully done;
Your mercy shall forever be; O Lord, my Maker, think on me,
O Lord, my Maker, think on me.

Words: Psalm 138, paraphrase. Music: SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury. Public Domain.

** hymn of gratitude
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prayer

An officer of the church prays for the world, nation, community, and church.

All these mercies we ask in the name of Jesus, who prayed saying,
Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be your name; 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors,
Do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen. 

Leader:
All:

scripture reading

Psalm 27
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

All:

** passing the peace

If you would like to hear more about CPC or would like to let us know of a prayer need, 
please include your contact information or prayer request in the welcome pad when it comes 
around to you.

An elder will lead the passing of the peace. If you are joining us from your home, please unmute 
yourself so that you can greet one another. If you are gathered here with us today, greet one 
another warmly with the peace of Christ.

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” In a world filled with 
trouble, let us encourage one another to look to the one who has overcome the 
world. May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Leader:

All:
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sermon

John 9 ESV | 1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this 
man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 We must work the 
works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am 
in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made 
mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in 
the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.

8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who 
used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I 
am the man.” 10 So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man 
called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and 
washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath 
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again asked him how he had 
received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16 Some 
of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, 
“How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17 So they said 
again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is 
a prophet.”

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was 
born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and 
that he was born blind. 21 But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his 
eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 (His parents said these things because they 
feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he 
was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

Dr. Paul Wells is emeritus Professor at the Faculté Jean Calvin in Aix-en-Provence, France, where 
he taught for 40 years. He has just published the first of a two volume theology in French. English 
publications include Cross Words and Taking the Bible at its Word (Christian Focus Publishing). 
He is editor in chief of Unio cum Christo for Westminster Seminary, PA (which can be read on line 
at uniocc.com). Paul and his wife Alison live in Liverpool, England.

about our guest speaker | PAUL WELLS

Sermon | “Do you see? Stepping from darkness to light,from fear to faith”
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Leader:
All:

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. 
We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing 
I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did 
he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do 
you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 And they reviled him, saying, 
“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as 
for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing 
thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does 
not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32 Never 
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this 
man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, 
and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have 
seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 
39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who 
see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are 
we also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you 
say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.

sermon notes

1. “The man called Jesus”, verse 11
2. “He is a prophet”, verse 17
3. “I’ll be a disciple too”, verses 24-28, 31-33
4. “He is the Son of GOD”, verses 35-38a
5. “He worshiped Him”, verse 38b
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** affirmation of faith

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

Leader:
All:

Christian, do you believe and trust in God the Father, who because of his great 
love did send his only begotten Son to take on flesh in union with mankind?
We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who graciously represented mankind 
before the Father in perfect obedience and in perfect atonement, reconciling us 
to God?
We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who mercifully breathes life 
into those dead in sin, that they might know the Father and believe the Son unto 
salvation?
We believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Amen.
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The Lord’s Supper is a family meal for Christians – a time when we delight in Christ and in the 
good news that His work alone has made us right with God. All baptized Christians who trust 
in Christ alone as their Savior, belong to a church that embraces the gospel, and seek strength 
to live more faithfully to Christ are invited to participate. If you are not a Christian, or if you 
are not prepared to share in this meal, please use this time to meditate on the following prayer.

Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, 
but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins 
and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen.

WELCOME TO HIS TABLE

NOTE TO PARENTS:  To receive communion, a child must have been baptized, publicly 
professed their faith in Christ, and been formally received as a communing member by 
the elders of this church or the governing body of the church to which you belong. We 
look forward to welcoming your children to the table when they come to this point and 
ask that you speak to the pastor when you feel your child is ready to begin the process 
of becoming a communing member.

Please remain seated for communion. As a symbol of our unity in Christ, please wait until 
everyone has been served the elements, and we will all partake together. There are two tabs on 
the communion sets. The clear tab on top opens the bread. The tab underneath opens the grape 
juice. Once you are finished with your cup, please pass it to the inside aisles and the deacons will 
retrieve them.

During the celebration of communion, we will sing the printed hymn.
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**communion

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is very good and right, our duty and privilege, to at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God. Therefore 
with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify your glorious Name; evermore praising you, and singing,
(singing Gloria Patri)

Minister:
All:

Minister:
All:

Minister:
All:

Minister:

All:
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Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will not drink again of this 
fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

– Matthew 26:26-29 ESV

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Minister:

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Let us pray.
We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are 
not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. But it is 
your right, O God, to give mercy to whom you please. Grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink of him, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed 
through his most precious blood; that we may evermore dwell in him, and 
he in us. Amen.

Minister:
All:

As the elements are distributed, examine your heart and reflect on the meaning of this supper,
that you would take it in a worthy manner.
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communion reflection & song

As the elements are distributed, sing as one body, affirming that in Christ we are united to him
and to one another.

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, for with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood;
Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood.
He will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food.

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way,
As the Light of Light descendeth from the realms of endless day,
That the powers of hell may vanish, as the darkness clears away.

At his feet the six-wingèd seraph; cherubim, with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry:
“Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Lord Most High!”

Words: Liturgy of St. James, trans. by Gerard Moultrie. Music: Traditional French Carol. Public Domain.
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** benediction

**doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

All:

** offering
& song of thanksgiving

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear Desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Joy to those who long to see thee, Day-spring from on high, appear;
Come, thou promised Rod of Jesse, of thy birth we long to hear!
O’er the hills the angels singing news, glad tidings of a birth:
“Go to him, your praises bringing; Christ the Lord has come to earth.”

Come to earth to taste our sadness, he whose glories know no end;
By his life he brings us gladness, our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend.
Leaving riches without number, born within a cattle stall;
This the everlasting wonder, Christ was born the Lord of all.

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king,
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.

Words: Charles Wesley (vv. 1&4), Mark Hunt (vv. 2&3); Music: HYFRYDOL, R. H. Pritchard. Public Domain.

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

The offering is a vital part of our response to God’s grace provided for us in the preaching of his 
word and administration of the Lord’s Supper. Our tithes and offerings represent the entirety of 
our lives being consecrated to the Lord Jesus Christ and the coming of His kingdom to this world. 
As God’s grace is freely given to us, so our gifts are freely returned, and in no way add to but are 
only a response to the supremely adequate work of Christ’s atonement.



for first-time visitors
Whether you are visiting us from out of town or looking for a church to call home, we’re so glad 
to have you with us. Please fill out a visitor card, located at the entrance by the bulletins.

advent and christmas eve services
Join us and invite others for Advent and Christmas Eve at CPC! Our Christmas Eve service will be 
held at Dell Pickett Elementary on Friday, December 24, 530p.

ALL THAT GLITTERS
Parents, please be mindful of your kids after the end of worship services in the Advent season, 
as there will be lots of pretty (yet fragile) things that tempt little hands. For the safety of all our 
children and our beautiful decorations please keep the stage area clear and all decor off limits and 
undisturbed. Thank you for your help!

MEET AND GREET | DECEMBER 5
Please join us for coffee, juice, and donuts on Sunday, December 5, 930-1015a in the library at 
Dell Pickett Elementary to meet our new Children’s Ministry Director, Korina Slabach. If you are a 
volunteer, a parent, or are interested in being involved with our CPC kids, we highly encourage you 
to attend. We will be discussing our ministry’s vision, needs, and upcoming events! Can’t wait to 
see you there.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING | DECEMBER 5
The Session of CPC is calling a congregational meeting on Sunday, December 5, immediately 
following the worship service for the purpose of electing/re-electing men to the offices of elder 
and deacon. Please see the insert for information about the candidates.

cpc kids movie night | december 17
Attention kids! Invite your parents and siblings out for a movie night Friday, December 17, 6p at 
the Horrall’s house. We will be watching The Star under the stars. Dress in your pajamas and bring 
a blanket and chair. Hot chocolate and popcorn will be provided. RSVP to Korina Slabach (kids@
cpcgeorgetown.org). 

advent devotional
If you are interested in a family devotional for the Advent season, you can pick up a copy of 
Wonders of His Love by Champ Thornton across from the bulletin table. There is a limited supply, 
so pick yours up today! Limit to one per family please.

sunday school
Sunday school is on break until January 9. We hope to see you all back in class in the new year!
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