
** Please stand if you are able

preparing our hearts

He sent from on high, he took me; he drew me out of many waters. He rescued me from my strong 
enemy, from those who hated me, for they were too mighty for me. They confronted me in the day 
of my calamity, but the Lord was my support. He brought me out into a broad place; he rescued me, 
because he delighted in me.

– 2 Samuel 22:17-20 ESV

** call to worship

How awesome is the Lord Most High.
He is the great King over all the earth!

God reigns over the nations;
God is seated on his holy throne.

Let us sing praises to God,
Let us sing praises to our King!

– Adapted From Psalm 47 ESV

Leader:

Leader:

All:

All:
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Leader:
All:



** hymn
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Come, Thou Almighty King

Come, thou Almighty King, help us thy name to sing,
Help us to praise: Father, all glorious, o’er all victorious,
Come, and reign over us, Ancient of days.

Come, thou Incarnate Word, gird on thy mighty sword,
Our prayer attend: Come and thy people bless, and give thy Word success;
Spirit of holiness, on us descend.

Come, Holy Comforter, thy sacred witness bear
In this glad hour: Thou who almighty art, now rule in every heart,
And ne’er from us depart, Spirit of power.

To the great One in Three, eternal praises be,
Hence evermore. His sovereign majesty may we in glory see,
And to eternity love and adore.

Words: Anonymous; Music: TRINITY (ITALIAN HYMN), Felice de Giardini. Public Domain.
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** affirmation of faith

What is true faith?
True faith is not only a sure knowledge
By which I hold as true all that God has revealed to us in Scripture;
It is also a wholehearted trust, 
Which the Holy Spirit creates in me by the gospel,
That God has freely granted, not only to others but to me also, 
Forgiveness of sins, eternal righteousness, and salvation. 
These are gifts of sheer grace, granted solely by Christ’s merit.

– The Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 21

All:
Leader:

** prayer of invocation

True and Living God, you are Lord of every lord and King over every other king. 
You are the Eternal One, the Everlasting, who is the same yesterday, today, and 
forevermore. When all else fades and meets its end, it is your kingdom that will 
stand, and it is your Word to us that will remain. Therefore, visit us this day by your 
Spirit that we would listen to Jesus Christ, to regard him as Savior and trust him as 
Lord. Let us draw our breath from him and lay aside everything that hinders, that 
we may unreservedly follow him who is our Way. In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen.

Leader:
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** hymn of praise

Father, Long Before Creation

Father, long before creation, thou hadst chosen us in love.
And that love, so deep, so moving, draws us close to Christ above.
Still it keeps us, still it keeps us firmly fixed in Christ alone.

Though the world may change its fashion, yet our God is e’er the same.
His compassion and his covenant through all ages will remain.
God’s own children, God’s own children, must forever praise his name.

God’s compassion is my story, is my boasting all the day.
Mercy, free and never failing, moves my will, directs my way.
God so loved us, God so loved us, that his only son he gave. 

Loving Father, now before thee, we will ever praise thy love.
And our songs will sound unceasing ’til we reach our home above,
Giving glory, giving glory, to our God and to the Lamb.

Giving glory, giving glory to our God and to the Lamb! 

“Father, Long Before Creation,” Words: Chinese hymn, trans. by Francis Johnson, Public Domain.
Music: Andrew Osenga © 2005 The Velvet Eagle Sings. CCLI #3022711, #20579701, Song #4714349. 
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renewing our hearts

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN

Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, 
that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

– Isaiah 55:6-7 ESV

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Merciful Father, thank you for your unceasing kindness to us.
For while we waver and wane, your love for us still abounds;
And your grace to us remains even as we lose sight of Christ
And follow the devices and desires of our sinful hearts.
Forgive us, Lord, for our many sins,
Not for the sake of any good in us, nor because we offer any promises to change,
But that we may abandon our lives to your saving work,
And your sanctifying Spirit of grace.
Let us trust no other Name but Jesus,
And let it become sweeter and more beautiful,
Greater and weightier than any other name.
For the sake of Jesus Christ,
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, forevermore, Amen.

Leader:

All:

Please reflect and silently confess your sins.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE **

But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ 
might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in 
him for eternal life.
To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and
glory forever and ever. Amen.

 – 1 Timothy 1:16-17 ESV

Leader:

All:
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** hymn of gratitude

And Can It Be

And can it be that I should gain an interest in the Savior’s blood?
Died he for me, who caused his pain? For me, who him to death pursued?
Amazing love! how can it be that thou, my God, should die for me? *

 * Chorus:
 Amazing love! how can it be
 That thou, my God, should die for me!

He left his Father’s throne above, so free, so infinite his grace;
Emptied himself of all but love, and bled for Adam’s helpless race;
‘Tis mercy all, immense and free; for, O my God, it found out me. *

No condemnation now I dread; Jesus, and all in him is mine!
Alive in him, my living head, and clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold I approach th’eternal throne, and claim the crown, through Christ my own. *

Words: Charles Wesley; Music: SAGINA, Thomas Campbell. Public Domain.
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** passing the peace

An elder will lead the passing of the peace. If you are joining us from your home, please unmute 
yourself so that you can greet one another. If you are gathered here with us today, greet one 
another warmly with the peace of Christ while being careful to practice safe social distancing.

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” In a world filled with 
trouble, let us encourage one another to look to the one who has overcome the 
world. May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Leader:

All:

prayer

An officer of the church prays for the world, nation, community, and church.

All these mercies we ask in the name of Jesus, who prayed saying,
Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be your name; 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors,
Do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen. 

Leader:
All:

scripture reading

Romans 5:6-11
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

All:
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Leader:
All:

November 8, 2020

sermon
Series | “The Glory of Christ in the Life of the Church”
Sermon | “Alive In Christ”

WHIT ANDERSON

Ephesians 2:4-10 ESV | 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he 
loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ – by grace 
you have been saved – 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them.

sermon notes

1. Why God Saves
2. How God Saves
3. His Workmanship Displayed
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** gospel charge

All:
Leader: In light of the Word we have heard, how ought we live?

Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you 
were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence 
of many witnesses.

– 1 Timothy 6:12 ESV
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The Lord’s Supper is a family meal for Christians – a time when we delight in Christ and in the 
good news that His work alone has made us right with God. All baptized Christians who trust 
in Christ alone as their Savior, belong to a church that embraces the gospel, and seek strength 
to live more faithfully to Christ are invited to participate. If you are not a Christian, or if you 
are not prepared to share in this meal, please use this time to meditate on the following prayer.

Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, 
but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins 
and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen.

WELCOME TO HIS TABLE

NOTE TO PARENTS:  To receive communion, a child must have been baptized, publicly 
professed their faith in Christ, and been formally received as a communing member by 
the elders of this church or the governing body of the church to which you belong. We 
look forward to welcoming your children to the table when they come to this point and 
ask that you speak to the pastor when you feel your child is ready to begin the process 
of becoming a communing member.

Please remain seated for communion. As a symbol of our unity in Christ, please wait until 
everyone has been served the elements, and we will all partake together. There are two tabs on the 
communion sets. The clear tab on top opens the bread. The tab underneath opens the grape juice.  

Please hold on to your materials to dispose of on your way out of the sanctuary. If you have a 
gluten allergy, please indicate this when prompted and to your server, to receive a gluten-free 
wafer. During the celebration of communion, we will sing the printed hymn.    
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And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and 
said, “Take; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to 
them, and they all drank of it. And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which 
is poured out for many.

– Mark 14:22-24 ESV

Minister:

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is very good and right, our duty and privilege, to at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, Creator
of heaven and earth.

Hear us then, as we pray.
Thank you, Father, for making Christ known to us in the bread that is 
broken and the cup that is filled. May this meal now enable us to increase 
in faith, persevere in hope, and grow up in love. May this witness to Christ’s 
death draw others into fellowship with him so that all your children will 
be gathered in to share with us the joy of your salvation. Send us out from 
this place by your Spirit, our ears open to your Word, our minds alert to the 
calling you give us, our hearts full of zeal for your coming kingdom, our 
voices confessing the name of Jesus, our Lord and our God. Amen.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Minister:
All:

Minister:
All:

Minister:

All:
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God, Be Merciful to me (Psalm 51)

communion reflection & song

As the elements are distributed, sing as one body, affirming that in Christ we are united to him
and to one another.

God, be merciful to me; on thy grace I rest my plea.
Plenteous in compassion thou, blot out my transgressions now.
Wash me, make me pure within; cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin.

My transgressions I confess; grief and guilt my soul oppress.
I have sinned against thy grace, and provoked thee to thy face.
I confess thy judgment just; speechless, I thy mercy trust.

Broken, humbled to the dust, by thy wrath and judgment just,
Let my contrite heart rejoice, and in gladness hear thy voice.
From my sins O hide thy face, blot them out in boundless grace.

Gracious God, my heart renew, make my spirit right and true.
Cast me not away from thee, let thy Spirit dwell in me;
Thy salvation’s joy impart, steadfast make my willing heart.

Sinners then shall learn from me, and return, O God, to thee.
Savior all my guilt remove, and my tongue shall sing thy love.
Touch my silent lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall praise accord.

“God, Be Merciful To Me,” Words: Public Domain. Music: Christopher Miner & Richard Redhead.
© Christopher Miner Music. CCLI #3022711, #20579701, Song #3251755.
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** offering
& song of thanksgiving

O, the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus

O, the deep, deep love of Jesus; vast, unmeasured, boundless free.
Rolling as a mighty ocean in its fullness over me.
Underneath me, all around me, is the current of thy love.
Leading onward, leading homeward, to thy glorious rest above.

O, the deep, deep love of Jesus; spread his praise from shore to shore.
How he loveth, ever loveth, changeth never, nevermore.
How he watches o’er his loved ones, died to call them all his own.
How for them he intercedeth, watcheth o’er them from the throne.

O, the deep, deep love of Jesus; love of every love the best;
’Tis an ocean vast of blessing, ’tis a haven sweet of rest.
O the deep, deep love of Jesus; ’tis a heaven of heavens to me,
And it lifts me up to glory for it lifts me up to thee.

Words: Samuel Trevor Francis; Music: EBENEZER, Thomas J. Williams. Public Domain.

As you are able, please continue to joyfully give to the work of the Lord through our church by 
giving online or depositing your offering in the box with the deacon.

Note: Other ways to give, including mailing a check to the office, are available.
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** benediction

**doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

All:


