
3** Please stand if you are able

preparing our hearts

Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints,
    and give thanks to his holy name.
For his anger is but for a moment,
    and his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night,
    but joy comes with the morning.

– Psalm 30:4-5 ESV

** call to worship

SERVICE OF WORSHIP | CPC

ADVENT | The season of Advent, a season of waiting, is designed to cultivate our awareness of God’s
actions – past, present, and future. In Advent we hear the prophecies of the Messiah’s coming as addressed 
to us – people who wait for the second coming. In Advent we heighten our anticipation for the ultimate 
fulfillment of all Old Testament promises, when the wolf will lie down with the lamb, death will be 
swallowed up, and every tear will be wiped away.

Who is this King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle!
The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory!

Glory to God in the highest!
Peace on the earth among those with whom he is pleased!  

They will call his name Immanuel.
Come, let us adore him.

– Based on Psalm 24:7-10, Luke 2:14, & Matthew 1:23 ESV

Leader:
All:

Leader:
All:

Leader:
All:
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** hymn

Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply, echo back their joyous strains. *

 * Chorus:
 Glo-ria in excelsis Deo.
 Glo-ria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be, which inspire your heavenly song? *

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. *

Words: Traditional French carol; Music: GLORIA, French melody. Public Domain.

**prayer of invocation

Our souls magnify the Lord, and our spirits rejoice in God our Savior, for he has 
looked on the humble estate of his servants. For he who is mighty has done great 
things for us, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from 
generation to generation. Let us come before you, Gracious Father, according to 
the hope that is in Jesus Christ, the Son you sent for our sake, and in the power of 
your Holy Spirit. Amen.

– Based on Luke 1:46-50 ESV

Leader:
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advent reading & candle lighting

HAROLD AND LUANNE REIMERS

Joy to the World

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing.
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns: let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, repeat the sounding joy.
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found.
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love.
And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

Words: Isaac Watts; Music: ANTIOCH, George Frideric Handel, adapted by Lowell Mason. Public Domain.

** hymn of praise

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

Leader:
All:

The Readings | Jeremiah 23:5-6 and Isaiah 35:1-4 ESV

The candle color for the third week of Advent is pink, or rose, representing joy or rejoicing. It reveals a 
shift in the season away from repentance and toward celebration. The third candle is named the Shepherd 
Candle or Candle of Joy.
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renewing our hearts

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN

Leader:

All:

Please reflect and silently confess your sins.

o Come, O Come, Emmanuel **
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell thy people save, and give them victory o’er the grave.

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Dayspring from on high, and cheer us by thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Words: Latin hymn, trans. John Mason Neale; Music: Thomas Helmore. Public Domain.

All:

“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return 
to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon.”

– Isaiah 55:6-7 ESV

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, 
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and 
mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen.
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WHat Child Is This?

What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste! Haste! to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christians, fear, for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail! Hail! the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary.

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, peasant, king, to own him;
The King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy! Joy! for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary.

Words: William Chatterton Dix; Music: GREENSLEEVES, 16th century English melody. Public Domain.

** hymn of gratitude

ASSURANCE OF GRACE **
Through [our Lord Jesus Christ] we have also obtained access by faith into this 
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

– Romans 5:2 ESV

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

All:
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prayer

An officer of the church prays for the world, nation, community, and church.

All these mercies we ask in the name of Jesus, who prayed saying,
Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be your name; 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors,
Do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen. 

Leader:
All:

scripture reading

2 Corinthians 8:1-9
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

All:

** passing the peace

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” In a world filled with 
trouble, let us encourage one another to look to the one who has overcome the 
world. May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Leader:

All:

An elder will lead the passing of the peace. If you are joining us from your home, please unmute 
yourself so that you can greet one another. If you are gathered here with us today, greet one 
another warmly with the peace of Christ while being careful to practice safe social distancing.
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December 13, 2020

Isaiah 40:1-11 ESV | 1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
    and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
    that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
    double for all her sins.

3 A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be lifted up,
    and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
    and the rough places a plain.
5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
    and all flesh shall see it together,
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

6 A voice says, “Cry!”
    And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
    and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
7 The grass withers, the flower fades
    when the breath of the Lord blows on it;
    surely the people are grass.
8 The grass withers, the flower fades,
    but the word of our God will stand forever.

9 Go on up to a high mountain,
    O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
    O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
    lift it up, fear not;

sermon
Series | “Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room”
Sermon | “Joy”

WHIT ANDERSON
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sermon notes

1. Comfort is Coming
2. The Way is Prepared
3. Behold, Your God!

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Leader:
All:

say to the cities of Judah,
    “Behold your God!”
10 Behold, the Lord God comes with might,
    and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
    and his recompense before him.
11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
    he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
    and gently lead those that are with young.



11

** affirmation of faith

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

Leader:
All:

Christian, do you believe and trust in God the Father, who because of his great 
love did send his only begotten Son to take on flesh in union with mankind?
We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who graciously represented mankind 
before the Father in perfect obedience and in perfect atonement, reconciling us 
to God?
We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who mercifully breathes life 
into those dead in sin, that they might know the Father and believe the Son unto 
salvation?
We believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Amen.
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**communion

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is very good and right, our duty and privilege, to at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God. Therefore 
with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify your glorious Name; evermore praising you, and singing,
(singing Gloria Patri)

Minister:
All:

Minister:
All:

Minister:
All:

Minister:

All:
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The Lord’s Supper is a family meal for Christians – a time when we delight in Christ and in the 
good news that His work alone has made us right with God. All baptized Christians who trust 
in Christ alone as their Savior, belong to a church that embraces the gospel, and seek strength 
to live more faithfully to Christ are invited to participate. If you are not a Christian, or if you 
are not prepared to share in this meal, please use this time to meditate on the following prayer.

Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, 
but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins 
and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen.

WELCOME TO HIS TABLE

NOTE TO PARENTS:  To receive communion, a child must have been baptized, publicly 
professed their faith in Christ, and been formally received as a communing member by 
the elders of this church or the governing body of the church to which you belong. We 
look forward to welcoming your children to the table when they come to this point and 
ask that you speak to the pastor when you feel your child is ready to begin the process 
of becoming a communing member.

Please remain seated for communion. As a symbol of our unity in Christ, please wait until 
everyone has been served the elements, and we will all partake together. There are two tabs on the 
communion sets. The clear tab on top opens the bread. The tab underneath opens the grape juice.  

Please hold on to your materials to dispose of on your way out of the sanctuary. If you have a gluten 
allergy, please indicate this when prompted and to your server, to receive a gluten-free wafer. 
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Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will not drink again of this 
fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

– Matthew 26:26-29 ESV

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Minister:

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Let us pray.
We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are 
not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. But it is 
your right, O God, to give mercy to whom you please. Grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink of him, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed 
through his most precious blood; that we may evermore dwell in him, and 
he in us. Amen.

Minister:
All:

As the elements are distributed, examine your heart and reflect on the meaning of this supper,
that you would take it in a worthy manner.
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** offering
& song of thanksgiving

God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day,
To save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray;
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

From God our heavenly Father, a blessed angel came;
And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same:
How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name.
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

“Fear not then,” said the angel, “Let nothing you affright,
This day is born a Savior of a pure virgin bright,
To free all those who trust in him from Satan’s power and might.”
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

The shepherds at those tidings rejoiced much in mind,
And left their flocks afeeding, in tempest, storm, and wind,
And went to Bethlehem straightway, the Son of God to find.
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

Words & Music: GOD REST YOU MERRY, English carol. Public Domain.

God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen

As you are able, please continue to joyfully give to the work of the Lord through our church by 
giving online or depositing your offering in the box with the deacon on duty.

Note: Other ways to give, including mailing a check to the office, are available.
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** benediction

**doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

All:


