
3** Please stand if you are able

preparing our hearts

How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
    The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
They feast on the abundance of your house,
    and you give them drink from the river of your delights.
For with you is the fountain of life;
    in your light do we see light.

– Psalm 36:7-9 ESV

** call to worship

SERVICE OF WORSHIP | CPC

ADVENT | The season of Advent, a season of waiting, is designed to cultivate our awareness of God’s
actions – past, present, and future. In Advent we hear the prophecies of the Messiah’s coming as addressed 
to us – people who wait for the second coming. In Advent we heighten our anticipation for the ultimate 
fulfillment of all Old Testament promises, when the wolf will lie down with the lamb, death will be 
swallowed up, and every tear will be wiped away.

Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.

He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength.
They who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;

They shall mount up with wings like eagles;
They shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.

They shall call his name Immanuel
Come, Lord Jesus! God, be with us!

– From Isaiah 40:28-31 and Matthew 1:23 ESV

Leader:

All:

Leader:
All:

Leader:
All:

Leader:
All:
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** hymn

**prayer of invocation

Lord God, our eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence 
of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people 
Israel. Shine in our midst this morning, Heavenly Father, and fix our eyes to Jesus, 
the author and perfecter of our faith, by the strength and encouragement of your 
Holy Spirit, who is our secure deposit for what is yet to come. For the sake of your 
Son, Christ Jesus, we pray. Amen.

– Based on Luke 2:30-32 ESV and Hebrews 12:2 NIV

Leader:

O Come, All Ye Faithful 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant;
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; *

 * Chorus:
 O come, let us adore him;
 O come, let us adore him;
 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

God of God, Light of Light;
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb:
Very God, begotten, not created; *

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above:
“Glory to God all glory in the highest!” *

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning:
Jesus, to thee be all glory given;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; *

Words & Music: John Francis Wade, ADESTE FIDELES. Public Domain.
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advent reading & candle lighting

DOUG AND NANCY DAY

O LIttle Town of Bethlehem

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by:
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in.

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.

Words: Phillips Brooks; Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis Henry Redner. Public Domain.

** hymn of praise

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

Leader:
All:

The Readings | Zephaniah 3:14-17 and James 5:7-9,11 ESV

The fourth Advent Candle color is purple, standing for the sovereignty of Christ, and demonstrating the 
reception of the coming King. It is called the Angel Candle or the Candle of Love.
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renewing our hearts

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN

When Jesus was born of the virgin Mary, he became like us in all things but sin. 
May we who have been reborn in him be free from our sinful ways.

– From The Worship Sourcebook

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
O God, in the beginning you spoke, and creation was born, the object of 
your loving care. In the fullness of time you spoke, and the Word became 
flesh, Jesus, gift of your love. We wonder at the miracle of creation; we 
stand in awe before the mystery of the incarnation. Forgive us earthbound 
creatures, feeble in faith, empty of hope, lacking in love. This year let the 
miracle and mystery of Christmas happen for us again. We wait upon you 
with ready hearts, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Leader:

All:

Please reflect and silently confess your sins.

o Come, O Come, Emmanuel **
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell thy people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Day-spring from on high, and cheer us by thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Key of David, come and open wide our heavenly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.

Words: Latin hymn, trans. by John Mason Neale; Music: Thomas Helmore. Public Domain.

All:
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** hymn of gratitude

ASSURANCE OF GRACE **

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as children.

– Galatians 4:4-5 NRSV

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

All:

Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendor

Words: Frank Houghton; Music (alt.): Paul Campbell.
© Paul Campbell. CCLI #3022711, #20579701, Song #7053323.
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prayer

An officer of the church prays for the world, nation, community, and church.

All these mercies we ask in the name of Jesus, who prayed saying,
Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be your name; 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors,
Do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen. 

Leader:
All:

scripture reading

1 Corinthians 13:1-8
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

All:

** passing the peace

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” In a world filled with 
trouble, let us encourage one another to look to the one who has overcome the 
world. May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Leader:

All:

An elder will lead the passing of the peace. If you are joining us from your home, please unmute 
yourself so that you can greet one another. If you are gathered here with us today, greet one 
another warmly with the peace of Christ while being careful to practice safe social distancing.
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December 20, 2020

Luke 1:26-38 ESV | 26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord 
is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting 
this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 
32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.”

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy – the Son of God. 36 And 
behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with 
her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I 
am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

sermon
Series | “Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room”
Sermon | “Love”

WHIT ANDERSON

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Leader:
All:
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sermon notes

1. An Unusual Birth Announcement  
2. An Unlikely Mother & A Holy Child
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** affirmation of faith

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

Leader:
All:

Christian, do you believe and trust in God the Father, who because of his great 
love did send his only begotten Son to take on flesh in union with mankind?
We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who graciously represented mankind 
before the Father in perfect obedience and in perfect atonement, reconciling us 
to God?
We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who mercifully breathes life 
into those dead in sin, that they might know the Father and believe the Son unto 
salvation?
We believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Amen.
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**communion

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is very good and right, our duty and privilege, to at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God. Therefore 
with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify your glorious Name; evermore praising you, and singing,
(singing Gloria Patri)

Minister:
All:

Minister:
All:

Minister:
All:

Minister:

All:
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The Lord’s Supper is a family meal for Christians – a time when we delight in Christ and in the 
good news that His work alone has made us right with God. All baptized Christians who trust 
in Christ alone as their Savior, belong to a church that embraces the gospel, and seek strength 
to live more faithfully to Christ are invited to participate. If you are not a Christian, or if you 
are not prepared to share in this meal, please use this time to meditate on the following prayer.

Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, 
but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins 
and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen.

WELCOME TO HIS TABLE

NOTE TO PARENTS:  To receive communion, a child must have been baptized, publicly 
professed their faith in Christ, and been formally received as a communing member by 
the elders of this church or the governing body of the church to which you belong. We 
look forward to welcoming your children to the table when they come to this point and 
ask that you speak to the pastor when you feel your child is ready to begin the process 
of becoming a communing member.

Please remain seated for communion. As a symbol of our unity in Christ, please wait until 
everyone has been served the elements, and we will all partake together. There are two tabs on the 
communion sets. The clear tab on top opens the bread. The tab underneath opens the grape juice.  

Please hold on to your materials to dispose of on your way out of the sanctuary. If you have a gluten 
allergy, please indicate this when prompted and to your server, to receive a gluten-free wafer. 
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Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will not drink again of this 
fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

– Matthew 26:26-29 ESV

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Minister:

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Let us pray.
We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are 
not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. But it is 
your right, O God, to give mercy to whom you please. Grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink of him, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed 
through his most precious blood; that we may evermore dwell in him, and 
he in us. Amen.

Minister:
All:

As the elements are distributed, examine your heart and reflect on the meaning of this supper,
that you would take it in a worthy manner.
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communion reflection & song

O Come, Redeemer of the Earth

O come, Redeemer of the earth and bring to us your holy birth.
Break through the shadows of the night with heaven’s pure and radiant light,
O come our long awaited King, as songs of adoration ring;
May voices join with every age to tell the wonders of your grace.

O come, Redeemer of the earth; where sorrows weep and longings thirst,
Release us from the chains of sin that we may live in peace again.
Fulfill the ancient promises, your words of life and righteousness
Long loved by those who fear your name and look towards your endless reign.

O come, Redeemer of the earth; O treasure of eternal worth.
Come dwell within our kneeling hearts; restore and flourish every part.
 Your very life you come to give, that though we die we yet shall live;
And glorify your holy name, as all the earth you will reclaim.

“O Come, Redeemer of the Earth,” Words: Kristyn Getty; Music: Keith Getty
© Getty Music. CCLI #3022711, #20579701, Used by permission.

SUZANNE JOFFRION, MARY ENSLEY, 
JAMES SCHELL, & JOEL NARWOLD
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** benediction

**doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

All:

** offering
& song of thanksgiving

O Love that will not let me go, I rest my weary soul in thee;
I give thee back the life I owe, that in thine ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.

O Light that followest all my way, I yield my flickering torch to thee;
My heart restores its borrowed ray, that in thy sunshine’s blaze its day
May brighter, fairer be.

O Joy that seekest me through pain, I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain,
That morn shall tearless be.

O Cross that liftest up my head, I dare not ask to fly from thee;
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, and from the ground there blossoms red –
Life that shall endless be.

“O Love That Will Not Let Me Go,” Words: George Matheson, Public Domain; Music: Christopher Miner.
© Christopher Miner Music. CCLI #3022711, #20579701, Song #3251580.

O Love That Will not Let Me Go

As you are able, please continue to joyfully give to the work of the Lord through our church by 
giving online or depositing your offering in the box with the deacon on duty.

Note: Other ways to give, including mailing a check to the office, are available.



for first-time visitors
Whether you are visiting us from out of town or looking for a church to call home, we’re so glad 
to have you with us. Please fill out a visitor card, located at the entrance by the bulletins.  

sunday school on break
Adult Sunday school and children’s virtual hour are on break until January 10. We hope to see you 
all back in class in the new year! 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Join us and invite others for Christmas Eve at CPC! Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be 
held at 530p, Thursday, December 24 (810 S. Austin Ave, Georgetown).

REGISTER FOR CPC KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL
It’s time to register for spring kids Sunday school! Beginning on January 10, we will have a virtual 
children’s class from 930 to 10a on Zoom each Sunday morning. Join us as we study the Shorter 
Catechism, read stories, and memorize scripture together. To receive supplemental materials 
(coloring sheets, take home pages, memory verse chart, etc.), please contact Laura Short (kids@
cpcgeorgetown.org).

TOWN HALL MEETING | JANUARY 6
Please join us for a virtual town hall meeting with Grace Academy headmaster Andy Cantwell on 
Wednesday, January 6 at 7p to further explore the concept of constructing a church building on 
the Grace Academy campus. We will hear about Grace Academy’s plans for the property and you 
will have the opportunity to ask questions. A zoom link will be provided.

our nursery is open
We have room for kids from 6 months to 2 years old in the nursery. CPC Kids use the KidCheck 
security system to keep our kids safe. Please see the nursery page at https://www.cpcgeorgetown.
org/nursery for details and to create an account.

the caring place
During COVID-19, The Caring Place continues to meet the needs of those in our community who 
are suffering financial crises. Assistance for food is provided for all who ask. Assistance with 
utilities and rent is also available. Please see https://www.caringplacetx.org/covid-19.html for 
complete information on services provided and how to obtain them.

worship service volunteers needed
Making our service happen on Sundays takes some doing, and a lot is going on behind the scenes.  
Would you like to help to make it happen? We currently need volunteers for sound and Zoom 
broadcasting. If you are interested, please e-mail Adrienne Herron (adrienne@cpcgeorgetown.org). 
We are very appreciative of our volunteers!

sign up to help by reading scripture
Would you like to participate in the worship service by being a Scripture Reader? E-mail Adrienne 
Herron (adrienne@cpcgeorgetown.org) to sign up.
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CHURCH LIFE | CPC
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CHURCH LIFE | CPC

year-end giving
In order to be deductible on your 2020 tax return, contributions must be received or postmarked 
no later than Thursday, December 31. If you have any questions about year-end giving or any 
other giving-related question, please contact Sonya DeWitt (finance@cpcgeorgetown.org).

children’s ministry transition
We are so grateful for the way Laura Short has loved and served our children in the role of 
Children’s Ministry Director! Her enthusiasm for helping kids learn about and love God has been a 
gift to our church family. Laura will be stepping down from her staff role at the end of December, 
but will continue to manage and teach the virtual Children’s Hour as a volunteer Sunday school 
teacher. We are blessed that Jan Windsor will be stepping in as the interim Nursery Director for 
the next few months. Please take time to thank both Laura and Jan for caring for our kids!


