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SERVICE OF WORSHIP | CPC

lighting of the christ candle
WHIT ANDERSON

The Christ Candle is the fifth Advent Candle, and its color is white, representing purity and light. Christ 
is the sinless, spotless, pure Savior; and he is the light who has come into a dark world. Those whose Savior 
is Jesus Christ are washed of their sins and made whiter than snow.

prelude

opening prayer

Beloved in Christ, at this Christmastide let it be our care and delight to hear again 
the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and 
see this thing which is come to pass, and the babe lying in a manger. Therefore let 
us read and mark in holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from 
the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious redemption brought us by this 
holy Child.

Leader:

As the music plays, please quietly prepare your heart and mind for worship, lifting your thoughts 
up from the cares of this world.

WHIT ANDERSON
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** song

O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant;
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; *

 * Chorus:
 O come, let us adore him;
 O come, let us adore him;
 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

God of God, Light of Light;
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb:
Very God, begotten, not created; *

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above:
“Glory to God all glory in the highest!” *

Words & Music: John Francis Wade, ADESTE FIDELES. Public Domain.

** Please stand if you are able

the beginning

READERS: THE HANSON FAMILY

Old Testament Reading | 1 Samuel 2:1-10

NARRATOR: JIM PAX

New Testament Reading | Luke 1:39-56
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COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear Desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Joy to those who long to see thee, Day-spring from on high, appear;
Come, thou promised Rod of Jesse, of thy birth we long to hear!
O’er the hills the angels singing news, glad tidings of a birth:
“Go to him, your praises bringing; Christ the Lord has come to earth.”

Come to earth to taste our sadness, he whose glories know no end;
By his life he brings us gladness, our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend.
Leaving riches without number, born within a cattle stall;
This the everlasting wonder, Christ was born the Lord of all.

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king,
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.

Words: Charles Wesley (vv. 1&4), Mark Hunt (vv. 2&3); Music: HYFRYDOL, R. H. Pritchard. Public Domain.

song

nazareth

READERS: THE JENNINGS FAMILY

Old Testament Reading | Isaiah 7:14

New Testament Reading | Matthew 1:18-25

NARRATOR
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O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell thy people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Key of David, come and open wide our heavenly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Words: Latin hymn, trans. by John Mason Neale; Music: VENI EMMANUEL, Thomas Helmore. Public Domain.

song

bethlehem

READERS: THE LUNDRIGAN FAMILY

Old Testament Reading | Micah 5:2-5

New Testament Reading | Luke 2:1-7

NARRATOR
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judea

READERS: THE SAYE FAMILY

song

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by:
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.

Words: Phillips Brooks; Music: Lewis Henry Redner, Public Domain.

Old Testament Reading | Isaiah 52:6-7

New Testament Reading | Luke 2:8-20

NARRATOR
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a house in bethlehem

READERS: THE TURNER FAMILY

song

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King:
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by; born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

Words: Charles Wesley; Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn. Public Domain.

Old Testament Reading | Numbers 24:17-19

New Testament Reading | Matthew 2:1-12

NARRATOR
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ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth; *

 * Chorus:
 Come and worship, come and worship,
 Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen his natal star: *

Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear; *

Words: James Montgomery; Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry Smart. Public Domain.

song

to the ends of the earth

READERS: THE WELLS FAMILY

Old Testament Reading | Isaiah 60:1-4

New Testament Reading | Matthew 28:18-20

NARRATOR
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JOY TO THE WORLD

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing.
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found.
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love.
And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

Words: Isaac Watts; Music: ANTIOCH, George Frideric Handel, adapted by Lowell Mason. Public Domain.

** song
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message

“The Surprise of Christms”

WHIT ANDERSON

December 24, 2021

1 Corinthians 1:26-31 ESV | 26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God 
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 
the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because 
of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
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the lighting of candles

John 8:12 ESV | Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

Please rise and sing the final hymn as the candlelight is passed.

SILENT NIGHT

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace! Sleep in heavenly peace! 

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight!
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing, “Alleluia!”;
Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born! 

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light, 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth! Jesus, Lord, at your birth!

Silent night! Holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, “Alleluia” to our King;
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

Words: Joseph Mohr; Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber, Public Domain.

** song


