
3** Please stand if you are able

preparing our hearts

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then 
in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he 
had and bought it.

– Matthew 13:44-46 ESV

** call to worship

SERVICE OF WORSHIP | CPC

Sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying:
“Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty!
Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations!

Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy.
All nations will come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been 
revealed.”

– Adapted from Revelation 15:3-4 ESV

O come, let us adore him.

Leader:
All:

Leader:
All:

Leader:
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** hymn

**prayer of invocation

God of our hope and salvation: For those who seek a Savior, lead them to that lowly 
manger, to the child born to bring freedom and forgiveness. For those who seek 
assurance, lead them to the Light of the World who opens eyes to understanding, 
hearts to God’s Word, and souls to the truth. For those who seek forgiveness, lead 
them to a grace beyond comprehension, to wholeness, healing, and peace. Draw 
near us as we draw near to you this afternoon in worship. Let us see that you are 
great, and let your greatness order our thinking, our feeling, our wanting, and our 
living. By the grace of the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Leader:

Angels from the Realms of Glory

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth; *

 * Chorus:
 Come and worship, come and worship,
 Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with man is now residing, yonder shines the infant light: *

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen his natal star: *

Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear; *

Words: James Montgomery; Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry Smart. Public Domain.
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** hymn of praise

O Come, All Ye Faithful 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant;
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; *

 * Chorus:
 O come, let us adore him;
 O come, let us adore him;
 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

God of God, Light of Light;
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb:
Very God, begotten, not created; *

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above:
“Glory to God all glory in the highest!” *

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning:
Jesus, to thee be all glory given;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; *

Words & Music: John Francis Wade, ADESTE FIDELES. Public Domain.
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renewing our hearts

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN

If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do 
not practice the truth.

– 1 John 1:6 ESV

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
O God, our guide, who once used a star to lead people to Christ,

We confess our poor sense of direction, and our feet falter in the dim lights 
we follow into paths not meant for us to tread. We let ourselves become 
confused and easily distracted, and we lose our way. You have given us 
instruction and revealed your very Word, but we fail to follow the signs you 
provide.

Yet we are angry that we are lost, surprised that we have stumbled, and 
discouraged by our failures. So we retreat to the shadows of sin and 
foolishness.

Forgive our waywardness, O God. Forgive our stubborn squint that would 
rather stagger around in our own wisdom rather than sprint and bound in 
the grace you so readily give. These mercies we ask in the name of Jesus, to 
whom you lead us that we might know the Way to you.

Amen.

Leader:

All:

Please reflect and silently confess your sins.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE **

The words of our Lord: “I have come into the world as light, so that whoever 
believes in me may not remain in darkness.”

– John 12:46 ESV

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
– John 1:5 ESV

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

All:
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** hymn of gratitude

We Three Kings of Orient Are

We three kings of Orient are;
Bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star. *

 * Chorus:
 O star of wonder, star of light,
 Star with royal beauty bright,
 Westward leading, still proceeding,
 Guide us to thy perfect light.

Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain;
Gold I bring to crown Him again,
King forever, ceasing never,
Over us all to reign. *

Frankincense to offer have I:
Incense owns a Deity nigh;
Prayer and praising, all men raising,
Worship Him, God on high. *

Myrrh is mine: it’s bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom –
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. *

Glorious now behold Him arise:
King and God and Sacrifice;
Alleluia, alleluia!
Earth to heaven replies. *

Words & Music: John H. Hopkins, Jr., KINGS OF ORIENT. Public Domain.
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prayer

An officer of the church prays for the world, nation, community, and church.

All these mercies we ask in the name of Jesus, who prayed saying,
Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be your name; 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors,
Do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen. 

Leader:
All:

scripture reading

Isaiah 42:1-9
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

Leader:

All:

** passing the peace

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” In a world filled with 
trouble, let us encourage one another to look to the one who has overcome the 
world. May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Leader:

All:

An elder will lead the passing of the peace. If you are joining us from your home, please unmute 
yourself so that you can greet one another. If you are gathered here with us today, greet one 
another warmly with the peace of Christ while being careful to practice safe social distancing.
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December 27, 2020

Luke 2:22-35 ESV | 22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of 
the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer 
a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young 
pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous 
and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 
27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do 
for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
        according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation
31     that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
        and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them 
and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, 
and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts 
from many hearts may be revealed.”

sermon

Sermon | “Simeon’s Song: What Child Is This?”
WHIT ANDERSON

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Leader:
All:
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sermon notes

1. The Setting
2. The Servant
3. The Song
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** affirmation of faith

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

Leader:
All:

Christian, do you believe and trust in God the Father, who because of his great 
love did send his only begotten Son to take on flesh in union with mankind?
We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who graciously represented mankind 
before the Father in perfect obedience and in perfect atonement, reconciling us 
to God?
We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who mercifully breathes life 
into those dead in sin, that they might know the Father and believe the Son unto 
salvation?
We believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Amen.
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**communion

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is very good and right, our duty and privilege, to at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God. Therefore 
with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify your glorious Name; evermore praising you, and singing,
(singing Gloria Patri)

Minister:
All:

Minister:
All:

Minister:
All:

Minister:

All:
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The Lord’s Supper is a family meal for Christians – a time when we delight in Christ and in the 
good news that His work alone has made us right with God. All baptized Christians who trust 
in Christ alone as their Savior, belong to a church that embraces the gospel, and seek strength 
to live more faithfully to Christ are invited to participate. If you are not a Christian, or if you 
are not prepared to share in this meal, please use this time to meditate on the following prayer.

Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, 
but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins 
and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen.

WELCOME TO HIS TABLE

NOTE TO PARENTS:  To receive communion, a child must have been baptized, publicly 
professed their faith in Christ, and been formally received as a communing member by 
the elders of this church or the governing body of the church to which you belong. We 
look forward to welcoming your children to the table when they come to this point and 
ask that you speak to the pastor when you feel your child is ready to begin the process 
of becoming a communing member.

Please remain seated for communion. As a symbol of our unity in Christ, please wait until 
everyone has been served the elements, and we will all partake together. There are two tabs on the 
communion sets. The clear tab on top opens the bread. The tab underneath opens the grape juice.  

Please hold on to your materials to dispose of on your way out of the sanctuary. If you have a gluten 
allergy, please indicate this when prompted and to your server, to receive a gluten-free wafer. 
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Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will not drink again of this 
fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

– Matthew 26:26-29 ESV

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Minister:

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Let us pray.
We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are 
not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. But it is 
your right, O God, to give mercy to whom you please. Grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink of him, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed 
through his most precious blood; that we may evermore dwell in him, and 
he in us. Amen.

Minister:
All:

As the elements are distributed, examine your heart and reflect on the meaning of this supper,
that you would take it in a worthy manner.
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** benediction

**doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

All:

** offering
& song of thanksgiving

As you are able, please continue to joyfully give to the work of the Lord through our church by 
giving online or depositing your offering in the box with the deacon on duty.

Note: Other ways to give, including mailing a check to the office, are available.

Joy to the World

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing.
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns: let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, repeat the sounding joy.
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found.
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love.
And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

Words: Isaac Watts; Music: ANTIOCH, George Frideric Handel, adapted by Lowell Mason. Public Domain.
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for first-time visitors
Whether you are visiting us from out of town or looking for a church to call home, we’re so glad 
to have you with us. Please fill out a visitor card, located at the entrance by the bulletins.  

sunday school on break
Adult Sunday school and children’s virtual hour are on break until January 10. We hope to see you 
all back in class in the new year! 

TOWN HALL MEETING | JANUARY 6
Please join us for a virtual town hall meeting with Grace Academy headmaster Andy Cantwell 
Wednesday, January 6 at 7p to further explore the concept of constructing a church building on 
the Grace Academy campus. We will hear about Grace Academy’s plans for the property and you 
will have the opportunity to ask questions. A zoom link will be provided.

REGISTER FOR CPC KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL
It’s time to register for spring kids Sunday school! Beginning on January 10, we will have a virtual 
children’s class from 930 to 10a on Zoom each Sunday morning. Join us as we study the Shorter 
Catechism, read stories, and memorize scripture together. To receive supplemental materials 
(coloring sheets, take home pages, memory verse chart, etc.), please contact Laura Short (kids@
cpcgeorgetown.org)

OUR NURSERY IS OPEN
We have room for kids from 6 months to 2 years old in the nursery. CPC Kids use the KidCheck 
security system to keep our kids safe. Please see the nursery page at https://www.cpcgeorgetown.
org/nursery for details and to create an account.

the caring place
During COVID-19, The Caring Place continues to meet the needs of those in our community who 
are suffering financial crises. Assistance for food is provided for all who ask. Assistance with 
utilities and rent is also available. Please see https://www.caringplacetx.org/covid-19.html for 
complete information on services provided and how to obtain them.

worship service volunteers needed
Making our service happen on Sundays takes some doing, and a lot is going on behind the scenes.  
Would you like to help to make it happen? We currently need volunteers for sound and Zoom 
broadcasting. If you are interested, please e-mail Adrienne Herron (adrienne@cpcgeorgetown.org). 
We are very appreciative of our volunteers!

sign up to help by reading scripture
Would you like to participate in the worship service by being a Scripture Reader? E-mail Adrienne 
Herron (adrienne@cpcgeorgetown.org) to sign up.

year-end giving
In order to be deductible on your 2020 tax return, contributions must be received or postmarked 
no later than Thursday, December 31. If you have any questions about year-end giving or any 
other giving-related question, please contact Sonya DeWitt (finance@cpcgeorgetown.org).

CHURCH LIFE | CPC
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CHURCH LIFE | CPC

children’s ministry transition
We are so grateful for the way Laura Short has loved and served our children in the role of 
Children’s Ministry Director! Her enthusiasm for helping kids learn about and love God has been a 
gift to our church family. Laura will be stepping down from her staff role at the end of December, 
but will continue to manage and teach the virtual Children’s Hour as a volunteer Sunday school 
teacher. We are blessed that Jan Windsor will be stepping in as the interim Nursery Director for 
the next few months. Please take time to thank both Laura and Jan for caring for our kids!


