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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Amos operated from around 767 to 753 BC



Introduction and Title
• Amos prophesies during a period of national optimism in Israel. Business is 

booming and the boundaries are bulging
• But below the surface, greed and injustice are festering
• Hypocritical religious motions have replaced true worship, creating a false 

sense of security and a callousness to God’s disciplining hand
• Famine, drought, plagues, death, destruction – nothing can force these people 

to their knees
• Amos, the farmer turned prophet (or the cowboy prophet), lashes out at sin, 

trying to visualize the nearness of God’s judgment and mobilize the nation to 
repentance.

• But Israel, like a basket of rotten fruit, stands ripe for judgment because of its 
hierocracy and spiritual indifference.

• Amos (amas, Hb.) means “to lift a burden or carry.”  Thus, his name means 
Burden or Burden-Bearer (lived up to by fulfilling divinely instructed mission)



About the Author
• The only OT reference to the name “Amos” is in this book. (Amoz was the 

father of Isaiah)
• Background: “I was no prophet, nor a prophet’s son, but I was a herdsman and 

a dresser of sycamore figs.”  (7:14)
• But he was gripped by God to bring his prophetic burden to Israel   (3:8; 7:15)
• He came from Tekoa, 12 miles south of Jerusalem where he tended a special 

breed of small sheep
• As a grower of sycamore figs, he had to puncture the fruit before it ripened to 

allow the insects inside to escape
• Amos was from the country but was well educated in the Scriptures
• His objective appraisal of Israel’s  moral and spiritual condition was not well 

received, especially since he was from Judah
• He delivered his message in Bethel because it was the residence of the king 

and the center of idolatry.



Date and Setting
• Amos prophesied “in the days of Uzziah king of Judah and in the days of 

Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel, two yearsbefore the earthquake. 
(1:1)

• Uzziah reigned from 767 to 739 BC; Jeroboam II from 782 to 753 BC,  
leaving an overlap of 767 to753 BC

• Zechariah referred 200 years later to the earthquake in Uzziah’s reign         
(Zech. 14:5)

• Amos anticipates the Assyrian captivity of Israel in 722 BC and indicates 
that Jeroboam II is not yet dead

• Thus Amos would have prophesied in Bethel around 755 BC
• Astronomical calculations indicate a solar eclipse took place in Israel in 

June of 763 BC which was probably fresh in the minds of Amos’ hearers  
(8:9)



More on Setting
• Amos ministered after the time of Obadiah, Joel, and Jonah and just 

before Hosea, Micah, and Isaiah.
• Uzziah ruled over a prosperous and militarily successful Judah
• He fortified Jerusalem, subdued the Philistines (Gaza), the Ammonites, 

and Edomites
• In the north, Israel was ruled by the capable king Jeroboam II
• Economic and military circumstances were almost ideal, but prosperity 

only increased the materialism, immorality, and injustice of the people 
(2:6-8; 3:10; 4:1; 5:10-12; 8:4-6)

• During this time, Assyria, Babylonia, Syria, and Egypt were relatively weak
• So the people of Israel found it hard to imagine the coming disaster 

predicted by Amos.
• Yet, it was only about thirty years until the downfall of Israel



Keys to Amos
• The key word is “Judgment of Israel”
• The verses are 3:1-2 and 8:11-12
• 1Hear this word that the LORD has spoken against you, O people of Israel, 

against the whole family that I brought up out of the land of Egypt: “You 
only have I known of all the families of the earth; therefore I will punish 
you for all your iniquities.”  (3:1-2)

• “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord GOD, “when I will send a 
famine on the land—not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of 
hearing the words of the LORD.  They shall wander from sea to sea, and 
from north to east; they shall run to and fro, to seek the word of the LORD,
but they shall not find it. (8:11-12)

• Key Chapter is 9.  Set in the midst of harsh judgments of Amos are some of 
the greatest prophesies of restoration of Israel anywhere in Scripture.  
Within the scope of five verses the future of Israel become clear, as the 
Abrahamic, Davidic, and Palestinian covenants are focused on the coming 
of Messiah

http://biblehub.com/amos/3-1.htm


A Brief Overview

• The coming doom of Israel seems preposterous to the people
• External circumstances have never looked better, optimism prevails
• Internal conditions have never looked worse; injustice,  greed, hypocrisy, 

oppression, and arrogance
• Amos forceful message against Israel’s sins and abuses is not well received
• Amos presents a painfully clear message  ………
• “…………….  prepare to meet your God, O Israel!” (4:12)



The Divisions of Amos

• The Eight Judgments 1:3-2:16
• The Three Sermons of Judgment 3:1-6:14
• The Five Visions of Judgment 7:1-9:10
• The Five Promises of the Restoration of Israel 

9:11-15



The Eight Prophesies 1:1-2:16
• God calls Amos to the unenviable task of leaving his home in Judah to 

preach a harsh message of judgment to Israel (and some neighbors)
• Each of his eight oracles in chapters 1-2 begins with the statement, “For 

three transgression of …………….. and for four.”
• The fourth (and for four) means the last straw; the iniquity of each of the 

eight countries has reached its limit
• Amos begins with the nations that surround Israel as his catalog of 

catastrophes spirals in on Israel herself.
• Seven times God declares “I will send a fire” (1:4, 7, 10, 12, 14; 2:2, 5).  

Fire is a symbol of judgment.



The Eight Nations
• Damascus 1:3-5; cruelty to the people
• Gaza (Philistia) 1:6-8; slave trade
• Tyre 1:9-10; inhumanity, broke covenant of brotherhood
• Edom 1:11-12; perpetual anger and hatred of Israel
• Ammon 1:3-15; greed for the land of Gilead
• Moab 2:1-3; hatred of Israel
• Judah 2:4-5;  despised God’s law, idolatry
• Israel 2:6-16; sinful conduct, but especially social injustice





The Three Sermons of Judgment 
• First Sermon: Israel’s Present  3:1-15                                                                 

Israel’s Judgment  Deserved                                                                                               
Israel's Judgment Is Described 

• Second Sermon: Israel’s Past 4:1-13                                                                    
Israel’s  Judgment Is Deserved                                                                                
Israel’s Judgment Is Demonstrated                                                                         
Israel’s Judgment Is Described

• Third Sermon: Israel’s Future 5:1-6:14                                                                              
Israel’s Judgment Is Deserved                                                                                
Israel’s Judgment is Described

• Each sermon begins with “Hear the word ……..”
• First Sermon – general pronouncement because of Israel’s inequities
• Second Sermon – exposes crimes of the people; describes how God chastened 

them to draw the back; God says five times, “You have not returned to me”
• Third Sermon – lists sins of house of Israel; calls the people to repent; but they 

hate integrity, justice, and compassion; their refusal to return to Yahweh will 
lead to exile; while they wallow in luxury, their prosperity will suddenly come 
to an end



The Five Visions of Coming 
Judgment On Israel 7:1-9:10 

• No. 1 Locusts – did not happen because  Amos prayed and God relented 
7:1-3

• No. 2 Fire – again Amos Prayed and again God relented 7:4-6
• No. 3 The Plumb Line -- depicts true vertical and how far Israel is leaning 

from Torah (law); Israel will soon collapse 7:7-9
• The only narrative section of the book follows the Plumb Line.  Amaziah, 

the priest of Bethel, accuses Amos of conspiring against the king and tells 
him to go back to Judah 7:10-17

• No. 4 Israel is pictured as a basket of rotten fruit, overripe for judgment 
8:1-14

• No. 5 Vision five is a relentless portrayal of Israel’s unavoidable judgment 
9:1-10



Five Promises of the 
Restoration of Israel 9:11-15

• The Restoration of David’s Line (from which will come Christ)
• The Expansion of Israel (to include all nations who are called by God’s name)
• The Abundant Produce of Seed and Vine
• The Restoration  of Israel’s Fortunes (rebuilt cities, vineyards, gardens)
• The Restoration of the People to Never Be uprooted Again
• The final blessing depends on their recognition of Messiah
• The Mystery of Israel’s Salvation Explained; Romans 11:25- 27  -- “Lest you be 

wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, 
brothers; a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the 
Gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written,

“The Deliverer will come from Zion,
he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”;
“and this will be my covenant with them
when I take away their sins.””



Discussion Question 1

• Amos was a shepherd from the hills of Judah.  He 
came out of those hills shouting a message of 
warning: 

“The LORD roars from Zion
and utters his voice from Jerusalem;
the pastures of the shepherds mourn,
and the top of Carmel withers.” 1:2b

• Why did God choose a shepherd as His prophet 
to Israel?  What does this tell us about the people 
God chooses to accomplish His plans in history?



Questions 2 

• Amos 3:15, ……I will strike the winter house 
along with the summer house, and the houses 
of ivory shall perish, and the great 
houses shall come to an end,” declares 
the LORD.

• What do the different houses mean?
• What is God saying to us about the 

impermanence of human possessiions?



Question 3
• Amos 4:1-5 

“Hear this word, you cows of Bashan, who are on the mountain of 
Samaria, who oppress the poor, who crush the needy, who say to 
your husbands, ‘Bring, that we may drink!’ The Lord GOD has sworn 
by his holiness that, behold, the days are coming upon you, when 
they shall take you away with hooks, even the last of you with 
fishhooks. And you shall go out through the breaches, each one straight 
ahead; and you shall be cast out into Harmon,” declares the LORD.
“Come to Bethel, and transgress; to Gilgal, and multiply 
transgression; bring your sacrifices every morning, your tithes every 
three days; offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving of that which is leavened, 
and proclaim freewill offerings, publish them; for so you love to do, O 
people  of Israel!” declares the Lord GOD.

This is a description of people who make a show of their religiousness yet their 
lives are full of sin in all its aspects (self, church, culture, nation)?  How does God 
view displays of empty religiosity?  How will He deal with people He describes in 
these verses?



Question 4
• Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. paraphrased Amos 5:24 in his “I Have a Dream” speech, 

proclaiming that Americans “will not be satisfied until justice rolls down like waters 
and righteousness like a mighty stream.” The phrase from Amos indicates what 
God really wants from us, as God speaks through Amos: 

“I hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies. Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain 
offerings, I will not accept them; and the peace offerings of your fattened 
animals, I will not look upon them. Take away from me the noise of your 
songs; to the melody of your harps I will not listen. But let justice roll 
down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. (5:21-24).

What does this say to us what we humans tend to offer to God?  What does it say 
about what God expects from us?  If God instituted the offerings and sacrifices, why 
does He now say that He will not accept them?  Does God ever hate the sound of our 
hymns?  What kind of justice and righteousness does God command from us?



Question 4 Continued
• Jeremiah 7:23-24

For in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, I did not 
speak to your fathers or command them concerning burnt offerings 
and sacrifices. 23But this command I gave them: ‘Obey my voice, and 
I will be your God, and you shall be my people. And walk in all the 
way that I command you, that it may be well with you.’ 

Matthew 23:23-24
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint 
and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the 
law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have 
done, without neglecting the others.



Question 5
• In Amos 7:10-17
• Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, “Amos 

has conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The land is not able  to 
bear all his words. For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel 
must go into exile away from his land.’”

And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, and eat 
bread there, and prophesy there, but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s 
sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.”

Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I was no prophet, nor a prophet’s 
son, but I was a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs. But the LORD took me from 
following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ Now 
therefore hear the word of the LORD.

“You say, ‘Do not prophesy against Israel, and do not preach against the house of 
Isaac.’

Therefore thus says the LORD: “‘Your wife shall be a prostitute in the city, and 
your sons and your daughters shall fall by the sword, and your land shall be divided up with 
a measuring line; you yourself shall die in an unclean land, and Israel shall surely go into 
exile away from its land.’”

Why does Amos tell Amaziah the priest , “I was no prophet, nor a prophet’s son, but I was a 
herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs



Question 6
• Amos 8:4-6

Hear this, you who trample on the needy and bring the poor of the 
land to an end, saying, “When will the new moon be over, that we 
may sell grain?  And the Sabbath, that we may offer wheat for sale,
that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great and deal 
deceitfully with false balances,

Does Amos 8:4-6 indicate the people of Amos day kept the Sabbath?  If so, 
why was God angry with them?  Is it possible to keep God’s laws in such a way 
as to dishonor and disobey Him?



Question 7
• Amos 8:11-12

“Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord GOD, “when I will 
send a famine on the land—not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for 
water, but of hearing the words of the LORD.  They shall wander 
from sea to sea, and from north to east; they shall run to and fro, to 
seek the word of the LORD, but they shall not find it.

In Amos 8:11-12, God predicts that there will be a famine in the land  -- not a 
famine of food, but a famine of God’s Word?  What would such a famine look 
like?  How could it be that people would “stagger from sea to sea” and not be 
able to find God’s Word anywhere?



Included in the hand out are three personal
questions for you to consider.
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