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CONTEMPLATION OF SALVATION

Contemplation - the action of looking thoughtfully at 
something for a long time; deep reflective thought.

One thing have I asked of the lord,
that will I seek after:

that I may dwell in the house of the lord
all the days of my life,

to gaze upon the beauty of the lord
and to inquire in his temple. – Psalm 27:4



CONTEMPLATION OF SALVATION

Our Task: “Be still, and know that I am God.
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth!”

- Psalm 46:10

The Contemplative Pastor, pg. 33
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The Will of the Lord and the Death of Jesus

The most important question of the twenty-first century is:  Why 
did Jesus Christ come and die? 

To see this importance we must look beyond human causes. 
The ultimate answer to the question, Who killed Jesus? is: God 
did. 

It is a staggering thought. Jesus was his Son! But the whole 
message of the bible leads to this conclusion. 



CONTEMPLATION OF SALVATION

The Will of the Lord and the Death of Jesus

Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to 
grief;… - Isaiah 53:10

He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, 
how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?... -
Romans 8:32

Whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 
received by faith… - Romans 3:25
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God Moved Toward Us

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for 
the ungodly. 7 for one will scarcely die for a righteous 
person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare 
even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. – Romans 5:6-8

We deserved divine punishment, not divine sacrifice. 

“God moved toward you when you were more alien to him 
than anyone has ever been to you.” – John piper
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Worse Than Frogs

I have heard it said, “God didn’t die for frogs. So he was 
responding to our value as humans.” This turns grace on its 
head. We are worse off than frogs. They have not sinned. 
They have not rebelled and treated God with contempt of 
being inconsequential in their lives. God did not have to die 
for frogs. They aren’t bad enough. We are. Our debt is so 
great, only a divine sacrifice could pay it.                                    
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Only One Explanation
There is only one explanation for God’s sacrifice for 
us. It is not us. It is “the riches of his grace” 
(Ephesians 1:7). It is all free. It is not a response to 
our worth. It is the overflow of his infinite worth. In 
fact, that is what divine love is in the end: a passion 
to enthrall undeserving sinners, at great cost, with 
what will make us supremely happy forever, namely, 
his infinite beauty. 
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Love Lustres at Calvary
The paradox of the gospel. The apex of God’s love and wrath met at 
the cross. 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God. – 2 Cor. 5:21

The Valley of Vision, A Collection of Puritan Prayers and Devotionals

Journey to the Cross, pg. 168-169

https://banneroftruth.org/us/devotional/love-lustres-at-calvary/
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The Great Exchange
“…sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 
having nothing, yet possessing everything.” - 2 Corinthians 6:10 

Do we see the holiness of God, our sin, and our crucified Savior all 
at once?
We bring empty hands of faith and become heirs of the King. This is 
the greatest news in all the world. This is the gospel – good news to 
be told. 

“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be 
called children of God; and so we are…” - 1 John 3:1
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God Loved Us 

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, 
that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might 
live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another. – 1 John 4:9-10

Saving Grace, Jack Miller
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Don Carson on the Ground of Our Assurance

Video link

https://youtu.be/sJRz5fLCmM8
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Revelation 5:9-14
9 And they sang a new song, saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,

for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation,

10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.”

11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, 
numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of 
thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice,
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“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”
13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell 
down and worshiped.
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Life Now and to Come

For those who trust in Christ, we are new creations (2 Cor. 5:17-21), we 
have been saved and made alive with Christ (Eph. 2:1-10), and as heirs 
with Christ we have received the Spirit of adoption as sons of God 
(Rom. 8:12-17). 
And yet there is far more to come for those who trust in Christ: We will 
have new bodies (1 Cor. 15:36-49), we will be resurrected like Christ 
(Rom. 6:4-5), and we will experience glorification as children of God 
(Rom 8:18-30). 

Journey to the Cross, pg. 173.
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