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Spiritual Disciplines: Giving

• Background

• Wealth and Materialism

• OT: What did OT Faithful Israelites give?

• Giving not about you supplying God – God doesn’t need your “produce” 

• Giving about personal worship

• Principles to guide us in Worship through giving

Outline for Today

Above applies to “all your produce” – i.e. time, talent, crops, money, treasure 
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Background for today

• Frequent affect of church leaders talking about giving 
• Aim today to be clearly about individual commitment to and pursuing 

personal relationship with the Lord (i.e. class about Godly Discipline) 
• Class is not about CPC’s budget, now or in the future
• Class is not about CPC’s building Fund
• Not about how much you give or have given in the past
• Not intended to pressure you to give or to give more
• Class really about worship 

• about personally honoring God
• about worshipping the Incomparable Creator & Provider

• Giving is about the state of your heart
• Applies to “all your produce” – i.e. time, talent, crops, money, treasure 
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• Many books & chapters on giving/Christian finances start here

• Christ had much to say about money & greed
• Matt 6:21 – Your heart focuses on that which you treasure, eternal or perishable

• Luke 12:15-21 – Wealthy man builds barns but is not rich toward God

• Matt 19:16-24 – Hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of heaven

• Matt 13:22 – the deceitfulness of riches choke the word: you cannot serve God

and riches (6:24)

• I Tim 6:10 – “the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil”

• Will not be focusing on this kind of material today

• Today focused more on giving

Wealth and Materialism

Above applies to “all your produce” – i.e. time, talent, crops, money, treasure 
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OT: What did OT Faithful Israelites give?

Israel’s Commanded Tithes and Givings
Tithe for Levites Tithe for Festivals Tithe for Poor Other giving examples

• Lev 27:30-33
• Numbers 18:21-29
• Deut 12:10-14
• 10% of all produce –

i.e. grains, fruits, 
animals – to the 
Levites

• Deut 14:22-27
• 10% for annual celebrations
• Years 1, 2, 4, 5, 
• For eating and rejoicing by 

tither and household in the 
presence of the Lord

• Deut 14:28-29
• Deut 26:12-14
• 10% every 3 

years
• Year 3, 6, etc
• For local Levites, 

aliens, orphans, 
widows

• Gleanings left for poor/Alien
• 1/2 Shekel tax
• Debt remission every 7 years
• First fruits offerings
• Freewill offerings
• Lev 19:9-10, Ex 30:13, Deut

15:1, Lev 23:10, Lev 22:21-30

Combined, faithful Israelites likely gave ~20%+ of their produce each year to the Lord’s 
work, the poor, and in freewill offerings each year!
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Giving not about you supplying God – He doesn’t need your “produce”

"I shall take no young bull out of your house Nor male goats out of your folds. "For every beast of 
the forest is Mine, The cattle on a thousand hills. "I know every bird of the mountains, And 

everything that moves in the field is Mine. "If I were hungry I would not tell you, For the world is 
Mine, and all it contains. (Psa 50:9-12)

“The earth is the LORD'S, and all it contains, The world, and those who dwell in it.” (Psa 24:1)  

"Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the highest heavens, the earth and all that is 
in it.” (Deu 10:14)

"Both riches and honor come from You, and You rule over all, and in Your hand is power and 
might; and it lies in Your hand to make great and to strengthen everyone. … "But who am I and 
who are my people that we should be able to offer as generously as this? For all things come 
from You, and from Your hand we have given You.” (1Ch 29:12 ,14)
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Giving is about personal worship and Honoring God

And He [Jesus] sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the 
people were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were 

putting in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, 
which amount to a cent. Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, "Truly I say 
to you, this poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; for 

they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she 
owned, all she had to live on." (Mar 12:41-44) 

• Why would the woman put in all she owned? What is Jesus commending about her choices?
• Why would Jesus use this woman as an example? An example of what?

Honor the LORD from your wealth And from the first of all your produce; (Pro 3:9)
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Giving is about personal worship and Honoring God

"From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from My statutes and have not 
kept them. Return to Me, and I will return to you," says the LORD of hosts. "But you 
say, 'How shall we return?' "Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you 

say, 'How have we robbed You?' In tithes and offerings. "You are cursed with a curse, 
for you are robbing Me, the whole nation of you! "Bring the whole tithe into the 

storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this," says 
the LORD of hosts, "if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for 

you a blessing until it overflows. (Mal 3:7-10)

Has anyone here ever been robbed? At your house or on the street? 
How did it feel to you? Was it personal? 
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Giving is about personal worship and Honoring God

"A son honors his father, and a servant his master. Then if I am a father, where is My honor? 
And if I am a master, where is My respect?' says the LORD of hosts to you, O priests who 
despise My name. But you say, 'How have we despised Thy name?' "You are presenting 

defiled food upon My altar. But you say, 'How have we defiled Thee?' In that you say, 'The 
table of the LORD is to be despised.' "But when you present the blind for sacrifice, is it not 

evil? And when you present the lame and sick, is it not evil? Why not offer it to your 
governor? Would he be pleased with you? Or would he receive you kindly?" says the LORD 

of hosts. "But now will you not entreat God's favor, that He may be gracious to us? With such 
an offering on your part, will He receive any of you kindly?" says the LORD of hosts. "Oh 
that there were one among you who would shut the gates, that you might not uselessly 

kindle fire on My altar! I am not pleased with you," says the LORD of hosts, "nor will I accept 
an offering from you.” (Mal 1:6-10)

Self focused minimized giving aimed at appearances are not pleasing to God!
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Giving is about personal worship and Honoring God

So David blessed the LORD in the sight of all the assembly; and David said, "Blessed are You, O LORD 
God of Israel our father, forever and ever. "Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the 

glory and the victory and the majesty, indeed everything that is in the heavens and the earth; Yours is 
the dominion, O LORD, and You exalt Yourself as head over all. "Both riches and honor come from You, 
and You rule over all, and in Your hand is power and might; and it lies in Your hand to make great and 
to strengthen everyone. "Now therefore, our God, we thank You, and praise Your glorious name. "But 
who am I and who are my people that we should be able to offer as generously as this? For all things 

come from You, and from Your hand we have given You. "For we are sojourners before You, and 
tenants, as all our fathers were; our days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is no hope. "O 

LORD our God, all this abundance that we have provided to build You a house for Your holy name, it 
is from Your hand, and all is Yours. "Since I know, O my God, that You try the heart and delight in 

uprightness, I, in the integrity of my heart, have willingly offered all these things; so now with joy I 
have seen Your people, who are present here, make their offerings willingly to You. (1Ch 29:10-17)
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He summons the heavens above, And the earth, to judge His people: "Gather My godly ones to Me, 
Those who have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice." And the heavens declare His 

righteousness, For God Himself is judge. "Hear, O My people, and I will speak; O Israel, I will testify 
against you; I am God, your God. "I do not reprove you for your sacrifices, And your burnt offerings 
are continually before Me. "I shall take no young bull out of your house Nor male goats out of your 

folds. "For every beast of the forest is Mine, The cattle on a thousand hills. "I know every bird of 
the mountains, And everything that moves in the field is Mine. "If I were hungry I would not tell 
you, For the world is Mine, and all it contains. "Shall I eat the flesh of bulls Or drink the blood of 
male goats? "Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving And pay your vows to the Most High; Call 

upon Me in the day of trouble; I shall rescue you, and you will honor Me." (Psa 50:4-15)

“Willingly I will sacrifice to You; I will give thanks to Your name, O LORD, for it is good.”  (Psa 54:6)  

Giving is about personal worship and Honoring God
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So Giving to God of anything is always personal.
It’s always about Honoring Him, expressing thankfulness, and Worshipping Him

Its never about the externals – measuring how large, pridefully being seen, 
or ingratiating oneself into a desired earthly circle.

It is always about your internal state of heart toward God !
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Quick Summary so far:

• OT: Faithful Israelites likely gave ~ 20%+ per year

• Giving not about you supplying God – God doesn’t need your “produce” 

• Giving about personally worshipping/honoring God, expressing thankfulness

What does it mean to say that giving is about Worship of God?
What is Worship? Honor toward God?

So how do we go about thinking about our personal, 
God Honoring, worship through giving? 

Does the Lord give us any guidance on this question?
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• II Cor 8:1-7 – Paul shares Macedonian example of giving / Urges Corinthians to give also

• II Cor 9:1-11 – Paul explains arrangements and indicates that God supplies his people so 

that they may give liberally

• I Cor 9:7-14 – We who reap spiritual benefit are to share material benefits with those who

minister

• Acts 5:1-5 – An example of giving with poor motives

Additional Readings before drawing Principles
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Principles to guide us in this Worship through giving

Scripture / Example Principle / Guidance

Mark 12: 41-44 / Women & two coins
Luke 19:1-10 / Zaccheus
Psalms 50:14, 54:6, 116:17 

Give to reflect worship, devotion, thankfulness of 
your heart to God

II Cor 8:7 / Paul urges Corinthians
Matt 23:23 / These things you should have done …

Give: excel in it as in faith, knowledge, speech, 
earnestness, love

Numbers 18:21-24 / Matt 10:9-10 / I Cor 9:7-14 /
I Cor 16:2 / each period as you may prosper

Give regularly to support your local work of God

II Cor 9:1-8 , Ex 25:2 / God’s command and Paul’s 
urgings to the Corinthians

• Give both bountifully & cheerfully
• Give as you decide, as your heart moves you, 

reflecting genuine worship of the Lord
• Do not give grudgingly

II Cor 8:5 / Macedonians example Give yourself to the Lord first. Give in earnest 
devotion to God. Honoring and worshipping Him.
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Scripture / Example Principle / Guidance

II Cor 9:8-11; II Cor 8:3/ Macedonian example
and Paul’s urgings to Corinthians
Mal 3:10

Do not fear giving beyond your perceived abilities. 
God is able and will supply your needs to allow your 

liberality

Acts 11:27-30 / Antioch church contributes to 
Jerusalem saints
I Cor 16:2; II Cor 8:12

• Give to needs that you become aware of
• Proportionate to your means

Acts 5:1-5 / Ananias & Sapphira Don’t give for appearances, reputation or to 
ingratiate 

Prov 3:9
Mal 1:6-8 / Best fruits – not leftovers
I Cor 16:2 / Give your first fruits
Deut 18:4, Ex 23:19,

Giving is about Worship. Give to reflect your honor 
to and worship of God. Give your best & first fruits. 

Do not give your leftovers.

Principles to guide us in this Worship through giving
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Questions / Comments ?


