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Habakkuk - Overview
• Habakkuk, who is he? 

– A Prophet
– Familiar with temple liturgy
– Close and intimate relationship with God

• He cries out directly to God with an honest complaint: Why do the wicked 
prosper?

• God answers Habakkuk promising to judge the evil.
• Habakkuk cries out to God again protesting the agent of judging. 
• God responds with woes that promise of judgment of the judging nation.
• Habakkuk concludes with  a psalm proclaiming Yahweh to be  a divine 

warrior and One worthy of trust.



The Divisions of Habakkuk

• 1:1 Introduction 
• 1:2-4 Habakkuk’s First Complaint
• 1:5-11 Yahweh’s Response
• 1:12-17 Habakkuk’s Second Complaint
• 2:1 Habakkuk’s Pause
• 2:2-5 Yahweh’s Second Response
• 2:6-20 Woe Oracles for Babylon
• 3:1-19 Habakkuk’s Psalm of Praise



Habakkuk’s First Complaint 1:2-4

• “How long, O Lord, must I call for help, but, you do not listen? Or cry out to you, 
“Violence!” but you do not save? Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do 
you tolerate wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and 
conflict abounds. Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. The 
wicked hem in the righteous, so that justice is perverted.”

• We have many problems here in Judah:
– Violence
– Injustice
– Wrong
– Destruction
– Violence
– Strife
– Conflict
– Law is Paralyzed and Useless
– The is no justice in the courts
– The wicked outnumber the righteous
– Justice is perverted with bribes and trickery



Yahweh’s Response 1:5-11
• “Look at the nations and watch – and be utterly amazed. For I am going to 

do something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were 
told. I am raising up the Babylonians, that ruthless and impetuous people, 
who sweep across the whole earth to seize dwelling places not their own. 
They are a feared and dreaded people they are a law to themselves and 
promote their own honor. Their horses are swifter than leopards, fiercer 
than wolves at dusk. Their cavalry gallops headlong; their horsemen come 
from afar. They fly like a vulture swooping to devour; they all come bent 
on violence. Their hordes advance like a desert wind and gather prisoners 
like sand. They deride kings and scoff at rulers. They laugh at all fortified 
cities; they build earthen ramps and capture them. Then they sweep past 
like the wind and go on - guilty men whose own strength is their god.”
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Habakkuk’s Second Complaint 1:12-17

• “O Lord, are you not from everlasting? My God, my Holy One, 
we will not die. O Lord, you have appointed them to execute 
judgment; O Rock, you have ordained them to punish. Your 
eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. 
Whey then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you 
silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than 
themselves? “ 12-13
– The Babylonians are treacherous
– The Babylonians are more wicked than we are
– How can you tolerate that?
– How can you be silent?



Habakkuk’s Pause 2:1

• “I will stand at my watch and station myself on 
the ramparts; I will look to see what he will 
say to me, and what answer I am to give to 
this complaint.”
– The ball is in God’s court
– I will watch and wait for God’s response



Yahweh’s Second Response 2:2-20
– “Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so 

that a herald may run with it. For the revelation awaits an 
appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove 
false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and 
will not delay. See, he is puffed up; his desires are not 
upright – but the righteous will live by his faith…2-4

• My words are to be proclaimed
• My words are sure
• Wait for the judgment 
• The righteous will live by faith (Romans 1:17) 

– This truth embraced by Paul, Luther, Calvin 



Woe Oracles for Babylon 2:6-20
• “Woe to him who piles up stolen goods and makes himself wealthy by 

extortion! … Because you have plundered many nations, the peoples who 
are left will plunder you.” 6 – 8

• “Woe to him who builds his realm by unjust gain to set his nest on high, to 
escape the clutches of ruin! You have plotted the ruin of many peoples, 
shaming your own house and forfeiting your life.” 9–10

• “Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed and establishes a town by 
crime!” 12

• “Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbors, pouring it from the 
wineskin till they are drunk, so that he can gaze on their naked bodies. You 
will be filled with shame instead of glory.”15-16

• “Woe to him who says to wood, ‘Come to life!’ Or to lifeless stone, ‘Wake 
up!’ Can it give guidance? It is covered with gold and silver; there is no 
breath in it. But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent 
before him.” 19-20



Babylon vs. Yahweh
• While “countries exhaust themselves for nothing” 2:13 - the 

knowledge of Yahweh’s glory fills the earth 2:14
• While the utter disgrace of Babylon will “cover” its “glory” 

2:16 – the “glory” of the Lord will fill the earth as the waters 
“cover” the sea 2:14

• While breathless idols made of stone and wood “cannot 
speak” 2:18-19 – everyone on earth is “silent” in the presence 
of the Lord 2:20



Habakkuk Psalm of Praise 3:1-19
• “Lord, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds. O Lord. Renew 

them in our day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy.” 2
• “His glory covered the heavens and his praise filled the earth. His splendor was 

like the sunrise; rays flashed from his hand, where his power was hidden.” 3-4
• “He stood, and shook the earth; he looked, and made the nations tremble. 

The ancient mountains crumbled and the age-old hills collapsed. His ways are 
eternal.” 6

• “In wrath you strode through the earth and in anger you threshed the nations. 
You came out to deliver your people, to save your anointed one.” 13

• Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though 
the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep 
in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be 
joyful in God my Savior.”17-18

• The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he 
enables me to go on the heights.: 19



Habakkuk Psalm of Praise 3:1-19
• A Hymn of Trust: Habakkuk uses the personal name of the 

Lord: Yahweh Adonai to emphasize the immanent, relational, 
covenant-bound expectation that he had in his transcendent, 
sovereign, and all-powerful Lord.
– Immanent: naturally present, inherent, inborn, of God – omnipresent
– Transcendent: beyond the range or grasp of human experience, reason, or 

belief
– Sovereign: supreme, self-governing



Habakkuk in the New Testament

• Hab 2:4  The righteous will live by faith is 
repeated  in Romans 1:17, Gal 3:11, and Heb
10:37-38

• Only faith – that persevering and obedient 
trust in the God of Habakkuk, the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ – provides the 
key to a meaningful life and to a secure after-
life.



What did we learn about God in Habakkuk?
• He is a divine warrior, radiant in splendor
• He is not blind to injustice
• He will not be silent in judgment
• He hears the cry of the saint
• He rectifies wrongdoing and brings justice to the guilty
• He has the power to accomplish the task
• He is wise and will act in His own timing
• He is sovereign over the nations, directing events in world history for His purposes
• He is in control
• He is concerned for nations and peoples but His concern reaches to the individual
• He is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all you could ever ask or think (Eph 3:20) 

compared to Habakkuk 1:5 “I am doing something in your own day, something you wouldn’t 
believe even if someone told you about it”.



Habakkuk’s Message for Today

• God is a Holy and Just Warrior who demands 
righteousness.

• The wicked will not go unpunished.
• God is Sovereign over the affairs of the nations. 
• God is still capable of doing a work that is beyond 

our comprehension. Is it too much to ask God to 
do a mighty work in our day? 

• Habakkuk began by asking God why He tolerated 
wrong-doing – what wrong should we ask God to 
address and then expect a work beyond our 
comprehension?



Sources

• New American Standard Bible
• Reformation Study Bible, NIV
• “The Message of the Twelve,” Richard Fuhr, Jr., 

and Gary Yates
• Bible Gateway (on line at biblegateway.com)
• My Friends: Woonny, John, Justin, Eric, Larry
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