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MINOR PROPHET STUDY OBJECTIVES 

In addition to text study, our teaching objectives 
include: 
• Direct and indirect methods on how to read 

the Bible
• Make a New Testament connection
• Demonstrate how the Minor Prophets speak 

to us today



HAGGAI : Our Outline 

WE ARE GOING TO LOOK AT: 
• Mega-story of Scripture
• Prophet – what and role
• Themes
• Historical Context
• The method of the message
• Haggai 1-2
• Haggai today
• The Temple 



Mega-story of Scripture

• Creation (God created)
• Rebellion/Fall (Man rebelled against God)
• Redemption (God sends His Son)
• Consummation (God est. new heavens & earth)
• The Christian story is the story that interprets 

all other stories.  The point of the Bible is God.



Mega-story of Scripture

• Asking questions when we read God’s Word
– What does the passage say about …

• God?
• His creation?
• His Son? (His justice)
• The Return of the King?
• Head knowledge to heart change



What is a Prophet?

• A spokesman for the true and living God
• It’s tempting to focus on how a prophet does 

what he does, but the point for God’s people 
is to focus on for whom the prophet speaks.

• Prophets speak to God’s people on His behalf.
• Priests speak to God on behalf of the people.
• Minor(?) Prophet – length, not importance



The Role of a Prophet

When history seems to come to a standstill in 
sin, guilt, and death, the prophets direct God’s 
people to God’s fulfillment of his promise in a 
new covenant. – Michael Horton,  The Christian Faith: A 
Systematic Theology for Pilgrims on the Way



Themes in Haggai

• The LORD is sovereign over all.
• Consider your ways. 
• There is physical labor & heart work to be done.
• The restoration of the Lord’s house by the 

people of God will mediate God’s presence.
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

• 520 BC, Babylonian Empire had collapsed and 
the world is now ruled by the Persians. 

• They allowed the return of any exiled 
Israelites to return to Jerusalem, which was 
still in ruins. (Joshua, High Priest, and 
Zerubbabel, from line of David lead; Ezra 1-6)

• So, return to the land, rebuild the Temple, and 
restore the relationship & presence of 
Yahweh.



Spiritual & Economic Conditions 

• The Israelites had been in the land for 16 yrs.
• Spiritually: malaise/indifference amongst the 

people; apathy towards God’s temple in ruins. 
• Economically: recession with matters getting 

worse; discontent & greed
• And yet, in 1:13, we read…

“I am with you, declared the Lord.”



1:1-15, Accusation & Response

• Excitement at first, then apathy.
• (v.2) Lame excuses, not repentance. 

• 1 John 1:9

• (v.3-6) Consider your ways.
• (v.7-11) God keeps his covenant.

• Deut. 28; Heb. 12:10-11

• (v.12-15) The people obey.



2:1-9, Shattered Expectations 

• (v.1-3) We need not compare. Future glory (v.9)
• (v.4-5) Be strong. Work. Fear not. God keeps his 

covenant. His Spirit remains in their midst.
• (v.6-7) A future hope. (Rev. 21:22-24)
• (v.8-9) He is the owner. He gives us peace.



Let us consider our ways

• Do we compare?
• Do we look to the future?
• Do we acknowledge God as owner of all?
• Do we have peace?



2:10-19, Call to Covenant Faithfulness

• (v.10-13) God speaks in their language.
• (v.14-19) God reminds them of the covenant.

– Stop and consider; Remember the Covenant.
• Deut. 30.
• Obedience = Blessing
• Unfaithfulness = Ruin



2:20-23, Future Hope of God’s Kingdom
• (v.20) The word of the Lord
• (v.22) See Matt. 24:7
• (v.21-23) The Lord is the sole actor 7 times.
• (v.23) The Lord puts the signet ring back on.

• 24 “As I live, declares the LORD, though Coniah the son of 
Jehoiakim, king of Judah, were the signet ring on my right 
hand, yet I would tear you off25 and give you into the hand of 
those who seek your life, into the hand of those of whom 
you are afraid, even into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon and into the hand of the Chaldeans. 26 I will hurl 
you and the mother who bore you into another country, 
where you were not born, and there you shall die.               
Jer. 22:24-26



2:20-23, Future Hope of God’s 
Kingdom

• (v.23) The Lord puts the signet ring back on.
21 And it is God who establishes us with you in 
Christ, and has anointed us, 22 and who has also put 
his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as 
a guarantee. - 1 Cor. 2:22-23



Mega-story of Scripture

• Creation (Garden, Man)
• Rebellion/Fall (Self-love, Addicted to self)
• Redemption (Chosen; Signet Ring)
• Consummation (God est. new heavens & earth)
• The Christian story is the story that interprets 

all other stories.  The point of the Bible is God.



• Consider your ways
• Do our time, talents, and treasure say we are 

Christians?
• What are we building? 

• Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in 
vain. - Psalm 127:1

• Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the 
church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. - Acts 
20:28 

• Be encouraged by Hebrews 12

Haggai Today



He who would taste the fullness of the 
sweetness of Christ, and perceive the total 
measure of his excellence, must be willing to 
make the pursuit of the knowledge of him the 
main and chief business of life. Such pursuits 
must not be hindered by sentimentality or 
season. – R.C. Sproul

Haggai Today



Temple, Dwelling Place of God

• OT: The Temple was the dwelling place of God.
• And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in 

their midst. (Exodus 25:8)

• NT: The Temple is the dwelling place of God.
19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of 

the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from 
God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought 
with a price. So glorify God in your body.                   
(1 Cor. 6:19-20)



Temple, Dwelling Place of God

• 16 Do you not know that you are God's 
temple and that God's Spirit dwells in 
you? 17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God 
will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and 
you are that temple. (1 Cor. 3:16-17)



Temple, Dwelling Place of God

• 18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you 
show us for doing these things?” 19 Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, 
“It has taken forty-six years to build this 
temple, and will you raise it up in three 
days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple 
of his body. 22 When therefore he was raised from 
the dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this, and they believed the Scripture and the 
word that Jesus had spoken. (John 2:18-22)



The Final Temple

• 22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the 
Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the 
city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the 
glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.24 By 
its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the 
earth will bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates will 
never be shut by day—and there will be no night 
there. 26 They will bring into it the glory and the honor 
of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, 
nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but 
only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. 
(Rev. 21:22-27)


	Slide Number 1
	MINOR PROPHET STUDY OBJECTIVES 
	HAGGAI : Our Outline 
	Mega-story of Scripture
	Mega-story of Scripture
	What is a Prophet?	
	The Role of a Prophet
	Themes in Haggai
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
	Spiritual & Economic Conditions 
	1:1-15, Accusation & Response
	2:1-9, Shattered Expectations 
	Let us consider our ways
	2:10-19, Call to Covenant Faithfulness
	2:20-23, Future Hope of God’s Kingdom
	2:20-23, Future Hope of God’s Kingdom
	Mega-story of Scripture
	Haggai Today
	Haggai Today
	Temple, Dwelling Place of God
	Temple, Dwelling Place of God
	Temple, Dwelling Place of God
	The Final Temple

