
Malachi
~ 430 BC



Sources

• NASB
• Reformation Study Bible, NIV
• “The Message of the Twelve,” Richard Fuhr, Jr., 

and Gary Yates
• Bible Gateway (on line at biblegateway.com)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Amos operated from around 767 to 753 BC



Introduction 
• Book is addressed to Israel.
• “Malachi” means “my messenger”. His identity is not revealed.
• Reference to a governor (1:8) suggests a postexilic context.
• Issues raised parallel those discussed in Ezra and Nehemiah.

– Divorce and remarriage
– Negligence in tithing
– Offering gifts to the governor
– Unacceptable worship

• The book consists of six disputation speeches each containing an assertion 
by God and an objection by the people.



The Divisions of Malachi

• God’s Love for His Elect Nation 1:2-5
• God is Worthy of Honor in Sacrifice 1:6-2:9
• God Hates Covenant Unfaithfulness 2:10-16
• God’s Justice Vindicated 2:17-3:6
• God Blesses the Faithful Giver 3:7-12
• God Remembers the Righteous 3:13-4:3
• God’s Final Prophetic Warning 4:4-6



God’s Love for His Elect Nation 1:2-5

• “I have loved you”, says the Lord. “But you ask, ‘How have you 
loved us?’ “Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?” the Lord says. “Yet 
I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have hated, and I have turned 
his mountains into a wasteland and left his inheritance to the 
desert jackals.” Edom may say, ”Though we have been 
crushed, we will rebuild the ruins.” But this is what the Lord 
Almighty says: “They may build, but I will demolish. They will 
be called the Wicked Land, a people always under the wrath 
of the Lord. You will see it with your own eyes and say, ‘Great 
is the Lord – even beyond the borders of Israel!’



God’s Love for His Elect Nation 1:2-5

• Israel had been liberated from exile by the Persians and were now living 
under the thumb of Persian domination. Some had returned home but 
this people felt their difficult circumstances indicative of the lack of God’s 
love.

• “I have loved you deeply,” says the Lord.
• Israel: “Really? How have you loved us?”
• The Jacob/Esau discussion points to God choosing or electing Jacob to be 

loved. Israel should not feel unloved because of their difficulties they 
should feel loved because of their election.

• Israel received and continues to receive grace for its sin. Edom received 
only judgment.



God is Worthy of Honor in Sacrifice 
1:6-11 Blemished Sacrifices

• “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If I am a father, where is 
the honor due me? If I am a master, where is the respect due me?” says 
the Lord Almighty. It is you, O priests, who show contempt for my name. 
“But, you ask, ’How have we shown contempt for you name?’ “You place 
defiled food on my altar. “But you ask, ‘How have we defiled you?’ “By 
saying that the Lord’s table is contemptible. When you bring blind animals 
for sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you sacrifice crippled or diseased 
animal, is that not wrong? Try offering them to you governor! Would he be 
pleased with you? Would he accept you?” says the Lord Almighty. “Oh, 
that one of you would shut the temple doors, so that you would not light 
useless fires on my altar! I am not pleased with you,” says the Lord 
Almighty, “and I will accept no offering from your hand. My name will be 
great among the nations, from the rising to the setting of the sun. In every 
place incense and pure offerings will be brought to my name, because my 
name will be great among the nations,” says the Lord Almighty.



God is Worthy of Honor in Sacrifice 
1:6-14 Blemished Sacrifices

• A spirit of apathy and compromise had permeated the worship of Israel. 
The priests had come to consider the ceremonial aspects of the law 
burdensome. They were offering animals for sacrifice that were blind, 
crippled, and diseased when the law clearly called for perfect 
unblemished sacrifices.

• The Lord Almighty says to the priests, “…I am your father and master, but 
where are the honor and respect I deserve? You have despised my name!”

• Priests response: “How have we ever despised your name?”
• The Lord’s response: “You have despised my name by offering defiled 

sacrifices on my altar.”
• It would be better to shut the temple doors than to continue offering an 

unacceptable sacrifice before the Lord of Hosts. 1:10
• Cursed is the cheat who has an acceptable male in his flock and vows to 

give it, but then sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord. 1:14



God is Worthy of Honor in Sacrifice 
2:1-7 Admonition for the Priests

• “And now this admonition is for you, O priests. If you do not listen, and if 
you do not set your heart to honor my name,” says the Lord Almighty, “I 
will send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings. Yes, I have 
already cursed them, because you have not set your heart to honor me. 
Because of you I will rebuke your descendants; I will spread on your faces 
the offal from your festival sacrifices, and you will be carried off with it. 
And you will know that I have sent you this admonition so that my 
covenant with Levi may continue,” says the Lord Almighty. “My covenant 
was with him, a covenant of life and peace, and I gave them to him; this 
called for reverence and he revered me and stood in awe of my name. 
True instruction was in his mouth and nothing false was found on his lips. 
He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and turned many from sin. 
“For the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge, and from his mouth 
men should seek instruction – because he is the messenger of the Lord 
Almighty.”



God is Worthy of Honor in Sacrifice 
2:1-9 Admonition for the Priests

Return to the integrity of Levi or further discipline will be in order:
– Blessings will be turned into curses
– Economic woes will increase
– Disenfranchise priestly line
– Extreme embarrassment with dung on your face
– Priests would be despised and humiliated before the people



God Hates Covenant Unfaithfulness 
2:11-16

• Judah has broken faith. A detestable thing has been 
committed in Israel and in Jerusalem: Judah has 
desecrated the sanctuary the Lord loves, by marrying 
the daughters of a foreign god. As for the man who 
does this, whoever he may be, may the Lord cut him 
off from the tents of Jacob…You flood the Lord’s altar 
with tears. You weep and wail because he no longer 
pays attention to your offerings…You ask, “Why?” It is 
because the Lord is acting as the witness between you 
and the wife of your youth, because you have broken 
faith with her…the wife of  your marriage covenant. “I 
hate divorce,” says the Lord God of Israel.



God Hates Covenant Unfaithfulness 
2:10-16

• Men of Israel were divorcing their Jewish wives and 
seeking to marry foreign wives who would then 
introduce idol worship among God’s elect. 

• Section begins with argument of family & covenant. 
“May the Lord cut off those who violate (this 
covenant)”

• You cry out, “Why has the Lord abandoned us?” –
Because you have abandoned the wife of you youth. 

• “For I hate divorce!” says the Lord God of Israel. “Guard 
yourself; always remain loyal to your wife.”



The Day of Judgment 2:17-3:4
• You have wearied the Lord with your words. “How have we 

wearied him?” you ask. By saying, …”Where is the God of 
Justice?” “See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare 
the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking 
will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, 
whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty. But 
who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand 
when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a 
launderer’s soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold 
and silver. Then the Lord will have men who will bring 
offerings in righteousness, and the offerings of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be acceptable to the Lord, as in days gone 
by..



The Day of Judgment 2:17-3:5
• The people were questioning God’s justice, claiming that 

the wicked were prospering. Or, if the wicked are blessed 
why bother serving and obeying the Lord?

• You have wearied the Lord with your words.
• “How have we wearied Him?
• By suggesting that the Lord favors evildoers since He does 

not punish them.
• God’s response: “But who can endure the day of His 

coming? … He will sit and judge like a refiner of silver … I 
will put you on trial…and speak against sorcerers, 
adulterers, liars, those who cheat employees, those who 
deprive widows and orphans, those who deprive foreigners 
of justice…for these people do not fear me.”



God Blesses the Faithful Giver 3:7-12

• “Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord 
Almighty. “But you will ask, ’How are we to return?’ 
“Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask, 
‘How do we rob you?’ “In tithes and offerings, You are 
under a curse – the whole nation of you – because you 
are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test 
me in this,” says the Lord Almighty. “and see if I will not 
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 
much blessing that you will not have room enough for 
it…Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours 
will be a delightful land,” says the Lord Almighty.



God Blesses the Faithful Giver 3:7-12

• Since the days of your fathers you have turned from my statutes, you have 
not kept them.

• “Return to Me and I will return to you.” Says the Lord of Hosts.
• How can we return?
• “Will a man rob God, yet you are robbing Me.”
• How do we rob you?
• “By not tithing…you are under a curse and yet you are still robbing me…

bring the whole tithe into the storehouse….TEST ME IN THIS AND SEE THE 
RESULTS:
– I will open the windows of heaven for you
– I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have room for it
– Your crops will be abundant
– I will guard your crops from insects and diseases
– Your grapes will not shrivel before they are ripe
– All nations will call you blessed
– Your land will be such a delight 



God Remembers the Righteous 3:13-
17

• “You have said harsh things against me,” says the 
Lord. “Yet you ask, ’What have we said against 
you?’ ”You have said, ‘It is futile to serve God. 
What did we gain by carrying out his 
requirements and going about like mourners 
before the Lord Almighty? …Certainly the 
evildoers prosper, and even those who challenge 
God escape.’” …A scroll of remembrance was 
written concerning those who feared the Lord 
and honored his name. “They will be mine,” says 
the Lord Almighty, in the day when I make up my 
treasured possession. I will spare them…



God Remembers the Righteous 3:13-
17

• “You have said terrible things about me,” says the Lord.
• What do you mean? How have we spoken against you?
• “You have said, ‘What is the use of serving God? What have 

we gained by keeping His commandments?...from now on 
we will say… Blessed are the arrogant. For those who do 
evil get rich…’”

• A scroll of remembrance was prepared to name those who 
feared the Lord.
– “They will be my people…they will be my own special treasure…

I will spare them…then you will see the difference between the 
righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and 
those who do not.”



The Day of the Lord 4:1-6

• “Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All 
the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and 
that day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the 
Lord Almighty. ”Not a root or branch will be left to 
them. But for you who revere my name, the sun of 
righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And 
you will go out and leap like calves released from the 
stall…I will send you the prophet Elijah before that 
great and dreadful day of the Lord comes. He will turn 
the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the 
hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will 
come and strike the land with a curse.”



God’s Final Prophetic Warning 4:4-6

• “Obey the instructions of Moses, all the laws 
and regulations that I gave him…”

• “I am sending you the prophet Elijah before 
the great and dreadful day of the Lord 
arrives.” (John the Baptist see Luke 1:17)

• “His preaching will turn the hearts of parents 
to their children, and the hearts of children to 
their parents. Otherwise I will come and strike 
the land with a curse.”



What did we learn about God in Malachi?
• He loves deeply.
• He is sovereign.
• He is powerful.
• He expects honor and obedience.
• His name is great among the nations.
• He is a great king whose name is to be feared among the nations.
• He is faithful to His covenant.
• He affirms the marriage covenant and hates divorce.
• He will purify, refine, and judge His people.
• He is the Lord who does not change.
• He calls His people to come home, “now return to Me and I will return to you”.
• He punishes covenant breaking people (e.g.tithes).
• He rewards covenant keepers, obedience, and the righteous.
• He will have final justice.



Christ in Malachi

• Malachi called the nation to repentance so they could 
receive blessing. Christ calls for repentance so a 
remnant could receive these same blessings. Mk 2:15

• Mal 3:1 Messenger of the covenant is Jesus and John 
the Baptist is the one who preceded him Matt 11:4, 
17:10-12, Lk 1:17

• Mal 3: 1,3 Jesus will come to the temple and cleanse it. 
Jn 2:14-17

• Mal 3: 1,3 Jesus will purify the people of God and their 
worship when he returns in glory Rev 21:22-27



Malachi’s Message for Today

• God is holy and calls us to be holy.
• God expects obedience in life and is worthy of 

praise in worship.
• Do not become complacent in spiritual 

disciplines, in service or in worship.
• Know that God will have the final word and 

will reward those who fear His name and will 
punish the wicked.



How do we worship?



How do we worship?
• Heart Attitude – a broken and contrite heart O God, 

you will not despise. Ps 51:17
• Singing – come before His presence with singing.          

Ps 100:2
• Praying – I will therefore that men may pray 

everywhere lifting up holy hands…1 Tim 2:8
• Listening – Be still and know that I am God, I will be 

exalted among the nations.. Ps 46:10
• Meditating – Let the words of my mouth and the 

meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight O 
Lord, my strength and my redeemer.  Ps 19:14

• Giving – God loves a cheerful giver.  II Cor 9:7



How do we worship?

• Heart Attitude
• Singing
• Praying
• Listening
• Meditating
• Giving
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