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A Laypersons Guide on How to Study the Prophets / 
How to Study the Bible

• Look at Scripture apologetically (1 Peter 3:15) – But sanctify the Lord God in 

your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you 

a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear (NIV)

• Examine prophecies made, prophecies fulfilled – There are hundreds!

• Look introspectively at how the passages apply to you – How are these 

ancient texts relevant?

• Understand the history of the time of the prophet – “Signs of the Times”… 

Study maps, pictures, visit Israel, the Mediterranean, and Near East countries

• Find Christ in the message



Timeline

ISRAEL



• Micah prophesied during reigns of Judean kings Jotham (750–735 B.C.), 

Ahaz (735–715), and Hezekiah (715–687)

• Contemporary of Hosea and Isaiah, though Micah may have served 

somewhat later

• Length of Micah’s public activity ~ 20-25 years.

Micah’s Timeline



Outline of Today’s Study All scripture verses ESV and Micah unless otherwise noted

• Micah the Prophet and the Book – Fast Facts

• Signs of the Times – What was going on at that time?

• Key Themes of Micah

• Genre / Hermeneutics of Micah

• Outline of Micah

• God’s Chosen on Trial
• The Defendants

• The Charges

• The Co-conspirators

• The Witnesses

• The Defense

• The Verdict

• The Sentence

• The Remnant – Promise of the Covenant



Micah the Prophet and the Book - Fast Facts

• Name (Mikayahu) means ‘Who is like Yahweh?’ – a rhetorical question

• Book concludes with “Who is a God like you?”  (Micah 7:18)

• From Moresheth-Gath in Judah (Southern Kingdom)

• Call to ministry not recorded nor was he referred to as a “prophet”

• Source of power attributed to the “Spirit of the Lord” (Micah 3:8)

• Active from 735 B.C. to 710 B.C.

• Prophesied during the days of Three kings of Judah: 

• Jotham (750-735 B.C.) – Decent king but kept the idolatrous “high places”

• Ahaz (735-715 B.C.) – Wicked king adopted a pro-Assyrian foreign policy
• Hezekiah (715-687 B.C.) – Among Judah’s best, anti-Assyrian, withstood siege of 701

• Was a contemporary of Hosea (No. Kingdom) and Isaiah (So. Kingdom)  

• Micah predicted the fall of Israel’s capital, Samaria (1:5-7), and also foretold the 

inevitable desolation of Judah (1:9-16)

• Micah was the author of the book around 700 B.C.



We Three Kings…of Judah

Jotham

Reigned ages 25-41

Ahaz
Reigned ages 20-36

Hezekiah
Reigned ages 25-54

Guillaume Rouillé's Promptuarii Iconum Insigniorum, 1553 (Lyon, France)

950 woodcut portraits!



Micah 
hails 
from 
Morseheth-gath



Signs of the Times

At the time of Micah’s ministry and < 100 years following…

• Israel was in an apostate condition 

• Northern Kingdom of Israel fell to Assyria in 722 B.C.

• Babylon was under Assyrian domination until 626 B.C. 

• In 612 B.C. Babylon overthrows Nineveh, the capital city of the 

Assyrians…

~150 years after God had spared the city of Nineveh at the preaching 

of Jonah



Middle East at Time of Micah





Israel (Samaria) and 
Judah (Jerusalem) 
during Micah’s Time



Key Themes of Micah

1. The Lord’s character and the people’s sins demand judgment

2. God’s “sentence” upon his people comes by means of covenant curses 

caused by covenant unfaithfulness. Punishment fits the crime!

3. A Shepherd-King will gather and deliver a faithful remnant of people

4. Practicing justice and mercy shows covenant faithfulness

5. Grace flowing from the Lord’s steadfast love overcomes the penalty due to sin

6. Forgiveness is possible because of God’s faithfulness to his promises

7. God’s saving acts in the past provide hope for his saving acts in the future

8. The Lord is the focus of worship



Impalement of Judeans 
by Assyrian soldiers

“Grisly Assyrian Record of Torture and 
Death” By Erika Belibtreu

Editor, H. S. (2002;2002). BAR 17:01 (Jan/Feb 1991). 
Biblical Archaeology Society.

Neo-Assyrian relief 

British Museum



Genre / Hermeneutics of Micah

• Overall genre is prophecy characterized by oracles (prophetic 

pronouncements) of judgment and restoration placed side by side with no 

transitions

• Some use of disputation (2:6-11) and lament (1:8-16)

Micah is a prophet of prediction:

• The fall of Samaria to Assyria (1:5-7; 6:9-16)

• The fall of Jerusalem to Babylon (1:9-16; 3:12; 4:10-12; 6:9-16)

• The return of the exiled Jewish people (2:12-13; 5:5b-9; 7:7-20)

• The birthplace of the Messiah (5:2) and His universal kingdom (5:4)

• The coming faith of Gentile nations (4:1-5)



Outline of Micah

I. First Cycle: Judgment and Restoration of Israel and Judah (1:2-2:13)
A. Judgment on Israel and Judah (1:2;2:11)

1. The predicted destruction (1:2-7)

2. Lamentation over the destruction (1:8-16)

3. Woe to oppressive land-grabbers (2:1-5)

4. Condemnation of the wealthy wicked and their false prophets (2:6-11)

B. Restoration of a Remnant (2:12-13)



Outline of Micah (cont.)

II. Second Cycle: Indictment of Judah's Leaders, but Future Hope 
for God's People (chs. 3-5)
A. Indictment of Judah's Leaders (ch. 3)

1.  Guilty civil leaders (3:1-4)

2.  False prophets of peace and Micah's response (3:5-8)

3.  Corrupt leaders and Zion's fall (3:9-12)

B. Future Hope for God's People (chs. 4-5)
1.  The coming kingdom (4:1-5)

2.  Restoration of a remnant and Zion (4:6-8)

3.  From distress to deliverance (4:9-10)

4.  From siege to victory (4:11-13)

5.  From helpless ruler to ideal king (5:1-4)

6.  The ideal king delivers his people (5:5-6)

7.  The remnant among the nations (5:7-9)

8.  Obliteration of military might and pagan worship (5:10-15)



Outline of Micah (cont.)

III.  Third Cycle: God's Charges against His People and the Ultimate 
Triumph of His Kingdom (chs. 6-7)

A. God's Charges against His People (6:1;7:7)

1.  A divine covenant lawsuit (6:1-8)

2.  Further charges and the sentence (6:9-16)

3.  A lament over a decadent society (7:1-7)

B. The Ultimate Triumph of God's Kingdom (7:8-20)
1.  An expression of trust (7:8-10)

2.  A promise of restoration (7:11-13)

3.  A prayer, the Lord's answer, and the response (7:14-17)

4.  A hymn of praise to God (7:18-20)

Note: Cycle outline of Micah approach is from The Reformation Study Bible (Sproul). Other 
outline approaches: “Collections” (Jensen); “Hear” (Swindoll); “A Message” (Ryrie)



ORDER IN THE COURT!



COURT IS NOW IN SESSION…

• God is bringing charges against his people!

• Micah as God’s prosecuting attorney to prosecute God’s covenant lawsuit

• Sinners dealt with in two ways in God’s courtroom: deserved condemnation 
or undeserved grace



Call to Order

Micah 1:2-3 (highlights mine)

Hear, all you peoples!

Listen, O earth, and all that is in it!

Let the Lord GOD be a witness against you,

The Lord from His holy temple.

For behold, the LORD is coming out of His place;

He will come down

And tread on the high places of the earth.

(NKJV)



The Defendants

• Who are they?  The Assyrians? Not quite!

All this is for the transgression of Jacob and for the sins of the house of 
Israel. What is the transgression of Jacob? Is it not Samaria? And what 
is the high place of Judah? Is it not Jerusalem?  (1:5)

• Micah’s beloved Judah including his own hometown were roped into this:

For her wound is incurable, and it has come to Judah; it has reached to the 
gate of my people, to Jerusalem. (1:9)

Therefore you shall give parting gifts to Moresheth-gath; (1:14a) 

– Assyria gets the dowry along with the bride Morsesheth-Gath!

IN SUM: Verses 1:8-16 are a lament for Israel and Judah! A time of mourning!



The Charges

Idolatry

• Micah 1:7 - All her carved images shall be beaten to pieces, all her wages 
shall be burned with fire, and all her idols I will lay waste, for from the fee 
of a prostitute she gathered them, and to the fee of a prostitute they shall 
return. (ESV)

• In violation of the 2nd Commandment and also the covenant affirmation in 
Exodus 24:3



The Charges (cont.)

Covetousness and Oppression

• Micah 2:1-2 - Woe to those who devise wickedness and work evil on their 
beds! When the morning dawns, they perform it, because it is in the power 
of their hand. They covet fields and seize them, and houses, and take 
them away; they oppress a man and his house, a man and his 
inheritance. (ESV)



The Charges (cont.)

Corrupt Business Practices

• Micah 6:11-12 - Shall I acquit the man with wicked scales and with a bag 
of deceitful weights? Your rich men are full of violence; your 
inhabitants speak lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. (ESV)



Quick Note on Scales…

Proverbs 20:23

Unequal weights are an abomination to the LORD, and false scales 
are not good.

Minoan bronze scales 

Mycenaean Lakonia

Greek Archaeological 

Museum

2600-1100 BC



Engraving of the Prophet 

Micah. Illustrations for La 

Grande Bible de Tours 

(1866) Wood engraving

by Gustave Doré



The Co-conspirators

Who were they?

None other than the leaders: the rulers, the priests, and the prophets…

Micah 3:9-11 - Hear this, you heads of the house of Jacob and rulers of the 

house of Israel, who detest justice and make crooked all that is straight, 10 who 

build Zion with blood and Jerusalem with iniquity. 11 Its heads give judgment for 

a bribe; its priests teach for a price; its prophets practice divination for money; 

yet they lean on the LORD and say, “Is not the LORD in the midst of us? No 

disaster shall come upon us.” 

RULERS – Taking bribes so powerless could not obtain any justice

PRIESTS – Telling people what they wanted to hear “for a price” rather than 

teaching the law

PROPHETS – Practicing “divination for money” and falsely prophesying no

doom to come



Jonah’s Folly…and Israel’s too

Jeremiah 23:24 - “Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot 
see him? declares the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the 
Lord.” …Also see Jeremiah 16:17 and Isaiah 29:15



The Witnesses

The Mountains

Micah 6:1-2 - Hear what the LORD says: Arise, plead your case before the 

mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. Hear, you mountains, the indictment 

of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the LORD has an 

indictment against his people, and he will contend with Israel.

• Commandments establish at Mount Sinai

• “Enduring foundations”

The Lord Himself as Witness

Micah 6:4-5  - For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from 

the house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my 

people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, and what Balaam the son of 

Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim (sheh-TEEM) to Gilgal, that 

you may know the righteous acts of the LORD.” 



The Defense

Micah as Defense Witness – but with not much to go on…

Micah 6:6-7 - With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God 

on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of 

oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of 

my soul?”

• Series of mocking proposals each one escalating in value from a young calf to 

human sacrifice!

• “Illustrating absurdity by being absurd” – Rush Limbaugh



The Defense (cont.)

APPLICATION ALERT:  

“Isn’t this the way we deflect culpability for our failures to live by God’s law – to 

suggest that what God requires from us is simply impossible, that the real problem 

is not our sin but an impossible-to-please God?” 

– Nancy Guthrie (The Word of the Lord: Seeing Jesus in the Prophets)

Micah set the record straight and it’s not outrageous sacrifice but obedience from 

the heart…



The Defense (cont.)

Micah 6:8

He has told you, O man, what is good; 

and what does the Lord require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 

humbly with your God?



The Verdict

Guilty on 10 counts:

1. Other gods [“high places” – Asherah, etc.]  (Micah 1:3)

2. Graven images (Micah 1:7; 5:13)

3. Taking Lord’s name in vain (hypocritically calling themselves God’s people)

4. Forgetting the Sabbath (Amos 8:5)

5. Dishonoring parents (Micah 7:6)

6. Murder (Hosea 4:1-2)

7. Adultery (Hosea 4:1-2)

8. Theft (Micah 2:2)

9. False Witness (Micah 6:12)

10. Coveting (Micah 2:2)



Asherah Poles

Sacred tree or pole that stood near 
Canaanite religious locations to honor the 
Ugaritic mother-goddess Asherah, a consort 
of El (God).

“You shall not plant any tree as an Asherah 
beside the altar of the Lord your God that 
you shall make. (Deuteronomy 16:21)

and I will root out your Asherah images from 
among you and destroy your cities. (Micah 
5:14)  Last word on the matter in all of 
Scripture!



The Sentence

Micah 3:12: 

Therefore because of you Zion shall be plowed like a field; Jerusalem shall 

become heaps of ruins, and the mountain of the temple like the bare hills of the 

forest. (NKJV)



But there is hope…



The Remnant – Promise of the Covenant

God Comes as Shepherd: I will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob; I will 

gather the remnant of Israel; I will set them together like sheep in a fold, like a 

flock in its pasture, a noisy multitude of men. (Micah 2:12)

God Comes as a King: He who opens the breach goes up before them; they 

break through and pass the gate, going out by it. Their king passes on before 

them, the LORD at their head. (Micah 2:13)

Micah had the distinguished honor among all OT prophets in predicting 

exactly where this Shepherd-King would hail from…



The Remnant – Promise of the Covenant (cont.)

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.  (Micah 5:2)

And fulfilling the promise made to Jesus’ great-great-great-great grandfather 
David (also a shepherd-king) of a son who will sit on his throne forever...

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the 

majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now 

he shall be great to the ends of the earth. (Micah 5:4)

A conquered-weary people would also look forward to something very 

welcome…  

And he shall be their peace (Micah 5:5)  

Not just bring peace but he was to be their peace!



Prophecy Made…Prophecy Fulfilled

Read Matthew 2:1-6
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Next Week 
(Mar 3):  

NAHUM
with 
Larry Lorimor

James Tissot 1836 – 1902
The Prophet Nahum
watercolor — ca. 1888


