
Nahum	
~	650	BC		



What	is	a	Prophet? 		

•  A	spokesman	for	the	true	and	living	God	
•  It’s	tempAng	to	focus	on	how	a	prophet	does	
what	he	does,	but	the	point	for	God’s	people	
is	to	focus	on	for	whom	the	prophet	speaks.	

•  Prophets	speak	to	God’s	people	on	His	behalf.	
•  Priests	speak	to	God	on	behalf	of	the	people.	
•  Minor(?)	Prophet	–	length,	not	importance	



The	Role	of	a	Prophet	

When	history	seems	to	come	to	a	standsAll	in	
sin,	guilt,	and	death,	the	prophets	direct	God’s	
people	to	God’s	fulfillment	of	his	promise	in	a	
new	covenant.	–	Michael	Horton,		The	ChrisAan	Faith:	A	
SystemaAc	Theology	for	Pilgrims	on	the	Way	





IntroducAon		
•  “Nahum”	means	comfort,	and	the	primary	purpose	of	the	book	was	to	

comfort	Judah	by	announcing	future	judgments	against	Nineveh.	Assyria’s	
cruelty,	power	and	pride	would	come	to	an	end	under	the	power	of	God.	

•  Prophecy	thought	to	be	between	660	and	650	B.C.	some	40	years	before	
the	destrucAon	of	Nineveh	in	612	B.C.	

•  The	book	is	a	dialogue.	There	is	a	third	person	historical	narraAve.	There	
are	three	second	person	dialogues	where	God	through	Nahum	speaks	to	
the	oppressed	naAon	of	Judah,	where	God	speaks	to	Nineveh,	and	where	
God	speaks	to	the	king	of	the	Assyrians.	

•  The	book	has	literary	disAncAons	among	the	minor	prophets:		
–  1.	Abrupt	,	staccato	lines	of	poetry	portray	urgency	and	chaos	around	the	destrucAon	of	

Nineveh.	
–  	2.	The	prophet	taunts	the	Assyrians	–	the	enemies	of	God.		
–  3.	Nahum	is	a	master	of	allusion	using	symbols	of	Assyria	to	underscore	the	poeAc	

jusAce	of	the	triumph	over	Nineveh.	



•  		Located	on	eastern	bank	of	
Tigris	River	at	present	day	
Mosul,	Iraq	

			~220	miles	north	of	Baghdad	
•  		Largest	city	in	the	world	for	~50																			
			years	unAl	the	year	612	BC		
•  		Fell	to	Babylonians	in	612	BC	
•  		Capital	of	Neo-Assyrian	

Empire*			
			(~701	BC)		
•  		Original	meaning	of	name	

unclear	
			(a	patron	goddess?)	
•  		Originally	built	by	Nimrod,	

great	
			-grandson	of	Noah	(Genesis	
10:11)	

A walled city, trapezoidal in shape, with a 
total perimeter of about 7.5 miles. The 
longest distance across the city was about 
2.75 miles.  

*Succeeding the Old Assyrian Empire and the Middle Assyrian Empire 
of the Late Bronze Age 



Assyria/Nineveh	
•  Powerful	NaAon/City	in	the	Middle	East	in	Bible	Times	
•  Instrument	of	God’s	Judgment	
•  Did	repent	and	did	find	favor	with	God	aeer	Jonah	preached	there	but	soon	

slipped	back	into	apostacy	
•  ImperialisAc,	expanding	territory	
•  Prosperous,	rich,	filled	with	bounty,	beauAful	
•  Faithless	
•  Mistress	of	deadly	charms,	envy	of	naAons,	enchanAng	people	everywhere	
•  Taught	the	world	to	worship	false	gods	
•  City	of	murder	
•  City	of	lies	
•  Known	for	taking	capAves	
•  Known	for	displacing	and	scahering	people	
•  Known	for	brutality,	killing	babies	
•  Finally	destroyed	as	a	funcAon	of:	

–  God’s	judgment	of	their	repeated	and	offensive	sin	
–  God’s	covenant	promise	with	Judah	to	retain	a	remnant	



	Overview	of	Nahum	

•  CelebraAon	of	Yahweh	as	the	Divine	Warrior	
•  Comfort	for	Judah	in	the	Lord	who	is	Good	and	is	a	Stronghold	in	Day	of	

Distress	
•  Statement	of	Verdict	against	Nineveh:	Judgment	and	DestrucAon	are	sure.	
•  Death	Sentence	to	King	of	Assyria	



The	Divisions	of	Nahum	

•  The	Lord	is	Slow	to	Anger	But	Great	in	Power	
1:2-6	

•  The	Lord	is	Good,	a	Stronghold	in	a	Day	of	
Distress	1:7-8	

•  Words	from	the	Prophet	to	Nineveh,	to	Judah,	
to	the	king	1:9-15	

•  The	DestrucAon	of	Nineveh	the	telling,	the	
taunAng,	the	touAng.	2:1-3:19	



The	Lord	is	Slow	to	Anger	But	Great	in	
Power	1:2-6	

•  “The	Lord	is	a	jealous	and	avenging	God;	the	Lord	
takes	vengeance	and	is	filled	with	wrath.	The	
Lord	takes	vengeance	on	his	foes	and	maintains	
his	wrath	against	his	enemies.	The	Lord	is	slow	to	
anger	and	great	in	power;	the	Lord	will	not	leave	
the	guilty	unpunished.	His	way	is	in	the	whirlwind	
and	the	storm,	and	clouds	are	the	dust	of	his	
feet.	He	rebukes	the	sea	and	dries	it	up;	he	
makes	all	the	rivers	run	dry.	Bashan	and	Carmel	
wither	and	the	blossoms	of	Lebanon	fade.”	2-4	



The	Lord	is	Slow	to	Anger	But	Great	in	
Power	1:2-6	

•  “The	mountains	quake	before	him	and	the	
hills	melt	away.	The	earth	trembles	at	his	
presence,	the	world	and	all	who	live	in	it.	Who	
can	withstand	his	indignaAon?	Who	can	
endure	his	fierce	anger?	His	wrath	is	poured	
out	like	fire;	the	rocks	are	shahered	before	
him.”	5-6	



The	Lord	is	Slow	to	Anger	But	Great	in	Power		
1:2-6	

	Nahum	1:3	The	Lord	is	slow	to	anger	and	great	in	power;	the	Lord	will	not	
leave	the	guilty	unpunished.	

	Jonah	4:2.		I	knew	that	you	are	gracious	and	compassionate	God,	slow	to	
anger	and	abounding	in	love,	a	God	who	relents	from	sending	calamity.	

Jonah	characterizes	God	as	one	who	relents	from	sending	disaster.	Nahum	
makes	no	provision	for	God	relenAng	–	He	is	done	with	Nineveh.		The	Hebrew	
word	naqam	(vengeance)	is	repeated	3	Ames	in	Nahum.	



The	Lord	is	Good,	a	Stronghold	in	a	
Day	of	Distress	1:7-8	

•  “The	Lord	is	good,	a	refuge	in	Ames	of	trouble.	He	cares	for	those	who	
trust	in	him,	but	with	an	overwhelming	flood	he	will	make	an	end	of	
Nineveh;	he	will	pursue	his	foes	into	darkness.”	

•  Audience	is	Judah	
•  DestrucAon	of	Nineveh	will	be	a	demonstraAon	of	God’s	Goodness	to	

Judah	
•  Overwhelming	flood	has	two	implicaAons:			

–  1.	The	abundance	of	God’s	provision	could	never	be	considered	meager,	it	must	be	a	
flood.		

–  2.	The	fall	of	Nineveh	occurred	concurrent	with	the	flooding	of	the	Tigris	River	which	
undercut	the	city	walls	allowing	enemies	to	enter.		



Words	from	the	Prophet	to	Nineveh,	
to	Judah,	to	the	king		1:9-15	

•  “Whatever	they	plot	against	the	Lord	he	will	bring	to	an	end;	trouble	will	
not	come	a	second	Ame.	They	will	be	entangled	among	thorns	and	drunk	
from	their	wine;	they	will	be	consumed	like	dry	stubble.	From	you,	O	
Nineveh,	has	one	come	forth	who	plots	evil	against	the	Lord	and	counsels	
wickedness.	This	is	what	the	Lord	says:	“Although	they	have	allies	and	are	
numerous,	they	will	be	cut	off	and	pass	away.	Although	I	have	afflicted	
you,	O	Judah,	I	will	afflict	you	no	more.	Now	I	will	break	their	yoke	from	
your	neck	and	tear	your	shackles	away.”	The	Lord	has	given	a	command	
concerning	you,	Nineveh:	You	will	have	no	descendants	to	bear	your	
name,	I	will	destroy	the	carved	images	and	cast	idols	that	are	in	the	
temple	of	your	gods.	I	will	prepare	your	grave,	for	you	are	vile.”	Look,	
there	on	the	mountains,	the	feet	of	one	who	brings	good	news,	who	
proclaims	peace!	Celebrate	your	fesAvals,	O	Judah,	and	fulfill	your	vows.	
No	more	will	the	wicked	invade	you;	they	will	be	completely	destroyed.”	



Words	from	the	Prophet	to	Nineveh,	
to	Judah,	to	the	king		1:9-15	

•  Note	the	change	from	third	person	to	second	person.	God	is	now	speaking	
directly	to	his	audiences.	

•  To	Nineveh:	1:9,11,14		
–  From	you,	O	Nineveh,	has	one	come	forth	who	plots	evil	against	the	Lord…	
–  You	will	have	no	descendants	to	bear	your	name.		
–  I	will	destroy	the	carved	images	and	cast	idols	that	are	in	the	temple	of	your	gods.		
–  I	will	prepare	your	grave	for	you	are	vile.	

•  To	Judah:	1:12-13,15	
–  Although	I	have	afflicted	you,	O	Judah,	I	will	afflict	you	no	more.	
–  I	will	break	their	yoke	from	your	neck	and	tear	your	shackles	away.	
–  Celebrate	your	fesAvals,	O	Judah,	and	fulfill	your	vows.	
–  No	more	will	the	wicked	invade	you;	they	will	be	completely	destroyed.	

•  To	the	King:	1:14	
–  I	will	prepare	your	grave	for	you	are	vile.	



The	DestrucAon	of	Nineveh	the	telling,	
the	taunAng,	the	touAng.	2:1-3:19	

•  2:1	“An	ahacker	advances	against	you,	Nineveh.	Guard	the	fortress,	watch	the	
road,	brace	yourselves,	marshal	all	your	strength”	Four	rapid-fire	bahle	cries	
demand	ahenAon.	

•  2:3-10	“The	shields	of	his	soldiers	are	red;	the	warriors	are	clad	in	scarlet…the	
chariots	storm	through	the	streets…his	picked	troops	stumble	on	their	way…
The	river	gates	are	thrown	open	and	the	palace	collapses.	It	is	decreed	that	
the	city	be	exiled	and	carried	away…Plunder	the	silver!	Plunder	the	gold!...	
She	is	pillaged,	plundered,	stripped!	Hearts	melt,	knees	give	way,	bodies	
tremble,	every	face	grows	pale.”	DesolaAon,	decimaAon,	devastaAon!	
Flooding	of	the	Tigris	River	eroded	the	city	walls	and	let	in	the	aggressors.	
Victory	is	a	funcAon	of	flooding	water	and	God’s	flooding	judgment.		

•  2:11-12	“Where	now	is	the	Lion’s	Lair,	the	place	where	they	fed	their	young,	
where	the	lion	and	lioness	went,	and	the	cubs,	with	nothing	to	fear?”….the	
taunt.	Kings	were	oeen	depicted	as	lions,	and	this	king	had	lost	his	home.	

•  2:13	“I	am	against	you,	declares	the	Lord	Almighty.”	Sobering,	heart-stopping	
words	to	Nineveh	and	the	Assyrian	King.	



The	DestrucAon	of	Nineveh	the	telling,	
the	taunAng,	the	touAng.	2:1-3:19	

•  3:1-4	“Woe	to	the	city	of	blood,	full	of	lies,	full	of	plunder,	never	without	
vicAms!	The	crack	of	whips,	the	claher	of	wheels,	galloping	horses	and	jolAng	
chariots!	Charging	cavalry,	flashing	sword	and	glihering	spears!	Many	
casualAes,	piles	of	dead,	bodies	without	number,	people	stumbling	over	the	
corpses	all	because	of	the	wanton	lust	of	a	harlot,	alluring,	the	mistress	of	
sorceries,	who	enslaved	naAons	by	her	prosAtuAon	and	peoples	by	her	
witchcrae.”	Woe	verdicts	usually	lead	to	feelings	of	remorse,	this	one	leads	to	
rejoicing,	not	lament.	

•  3:5-7	“	I	am	against	you,	declares	the	Lord	Almighty.	I	will	lie	your	skirts	over	
your	face.	I	will	show	the	naAons	your	nakedness	and	the	kingdoms	your	
shame.	I	will	pelt	you	with	filth,	I	will	treat	you	with	contempt	and	make	you	a	
spectacle..”	This	is	personal.	5	first	person	judgments	make	it	clear	that	God	
Himself	is	against	Nineveh.	

•  3:8	“Are	you	beher	than	Thebes?”	Taunt	–	EgypAan	stronghold	city	was	
defeated	and	so	will	be	Nineveh.		

•  3:12”All	your	fortresses	are	like	fig	tree	with	their	first	ripe	fruit;	when	they	
are	shaken	the	figs	fall	into	the	mouth	of	the	eater.”	You	will	be	easy	
pickings!!	



The	DestrucAon	of	Nineveh	the	telling,	
the	taunAng,	the	touAng.	2:1-3:19	

•  3:15	“the	fire	will	devour	you;	the	sword	will	cut	you	down	and,	like	
grasshoppers,	consume	you.”	

•  3:17	“Your	guards	are	like	locusts,	your	officials	like	swarms	of	locusts	that	
sehle	in	the	walls	on	a	cold	day	–	but	when	the	sun	appears	they	fly	away,	
and	no	one	knows	where.”	Your	leaders	and	your	soldiers	will	be	scahered	
like	locusts.	

•  3:18	“Your	people	are	scahered	on	the	mountains	with	no	one	to	gather	
them.”	The	Assyrians	who	were	known	to	scaher	defeated	naAons	are	
themselves	to	be	scahered.	

•  3:19	“Nothing	can	heal	your	wound;	your	injury	is	fatal.”	Doom	is	sure.	
•  3:19	“Everyone	who	hears	the	news	about	you	claps	his	hands	at	your	fall,	

for	who	has	not	felt	your	endless	cruelty?”	A	call	to	celebrate!		



Difficult,	Heart-stopping	Words	from	God		

•  “Get	behind	me,	Satan.	You	are	a	stumbling	block	to	
me.”	Jesus	to	Peter	Mah	16:23	

•  “Woe	to	you	scribes	and	Pharisees,	hypocrites	because	
you	clean	the	outside	of	the	cup,	but	inside	you	are	full	
of	greed	and	self-indulgence.”		Mah	23:25	

•  “You	serpents,	you	brood	of	vipers,	how	will	you	
escape	the	sentence	of	hell?	”Jesus	to	scribes	and	
Pharisees	Mah	23:33	

•  “The	word	of	the	Lord	is	against	you,	O	Canaan,	land	of	
the	PhilisAnes.	And	I	will	destroy	you…”	Zeph	2:5	

•  “I	am	against	you.”	God	to	Nineveh	and	the	King	of	
Assyria.	Nahum	2:13,	3:5	



What	did	we	learn	about	God	in	Nahum?	
•  He	is	jealous	
•  He	is	filled	with	vengeance	and	wrath	
•  He	takes	revenge	on	those	who	oppose	him	and	furiously	destroys	His	enemies	
•  He	is	slow	to	get	angry	
•  His	power	is	great	
•  He	will	never	let	the	guilty	go	unpunished	
•  He	displays	His	power	in	the	whirlwind	and	the	storm,	billowing	clouds	are	the	dust	beneath	

His	feet	
•  He	commands	oceans	and	rivers	to	dry	up,	lush	pastures	to	fade,		and	green	forests	to	wilt.	
•  He	causes	mountains	to	tremble,	hills	to	melt	away,	and	the	earth	to	tremble.	
•  He	destroys	people,	who	can	stand	His	fierce	anger	or	survive	His	burning	fury?	
•  His	rage	blazes	forth	like	fire,	mountains	crumble	in	His	presence.	
•  The	Lord	is	good,	He	is	a	strong	refuge	in	Ames	of	trouble.	
•  He	sweeps	away	His	enemies	in	an	overwhelming	flood.	
•  He	pursues	his	foes	into	the	dark	of	the	night.		
•  He	can	destroy	in	one	blow,	He	does	not	need	two.	
•  He	will	burn	His	enemies	like	straw.	
•  He	is	compassionate.	(inferred	1:12)	
•  His	righteous	judgment	merits	praise	and	brings	Him	glory.	



Christ	in	Nahum	

•  There	are	no	direct	Messianic	prophecies	in	
Nahum	

•  Yet	the	final	expectaAon	of	judgment	and	
salvaAon	are	fulfilled	in	Christ	

•  Christ	began	this	judgment	in	His	first	coming	
John	5:22-30	

•  When	Christ	returns	in	glory	He	will	destroy	all	
opposing	powers	and	put	all	his	enemies	(his	
Nivevehs)	under	His	feet	1	Cor	15:24-28	



Nahum’s	Message	for	Today	

•  God	is	a	Holy	and	Just	Warrior	who	demands	
righteousness.	

•  The	wicked	will	not	go	unpunished.	
•  God	is	Sovereign	over	the	affairs	of	the	
naAons.	(see	Ps	97)	

•  God	remains	faithful	to	his	covenants	and	will	
preserve,	protect,	defend	and	deliver	His	
chosen	people.	(Ezek	37:21-22)	



Ezek	37:21-23	

•  “Thus	says	the	Lord	God,	“Behold,	I	will	take	
the	sons	of	Israel	from	among	the	naAons	
where	they	have	gone,	and	I	will	gather	them	
from	every	side	and	bring	them	into	their	own	
land;	and	I	will	make	them	one	naAon	in	the	
land	on	the	mountains	of	Israel;	and	one	king	
will	be	king	for	all	of	them;	and	they	will	no	
longer	be	two	naAons	and	no	longer	divided	
into	two	kingdoms…	And	they	will	be	my	
people	and	I	will	be	their	God.	



T	

•  God’s	Sovereignty		-		Psalm	97:	1-	9		
The	Lord	reigns,	let	the	earth	rejoice.	Let	the	many	islands	be	glad.	
Clouds	and	thick	darkness	surround	Him;	righteous	and	jusAce	are	the	
foundaAon	of	His	throne.	
Fire	goes	up	before	Him	and	burns	His	adversaries	round	about.	
His	lightnings	lit	up	the	world;	the	earth	saw	and	trembled.	
The	mountains	melted	like	wax	at	the	presence	of	the	Lord,	at	the	presence	of	
the	Lord	of	the	whole	earth.	
The	heavens	declare	His	righteousness,	and	all	the	people	have	seen	His	glory.	
Let	all	those	be	ashamed	who	serve	graven	images,	who	boast	themselves	of	
idols;	worship	Him	all	you	gods.	
Zion	heard	this	and	was	glad,		and	the	daughters	of	Judah	have	rejoiced	because	
of	your	judgments,	O	Lord.	
For	You	are	the	Lord	Most	High	over	all	the	earth;	You	are	exalted	far	above	all	
gods.	



Yes,	God	is	Sovereign…	even	in	2019!	



Sources	

•  New	American	Standard	Bible	
•  ReformaAon	Study	Bible,	NIV	
•  “The	Message	of	the	Twelve,”	Richard	Fuhr,	
Jr.,	and	Gary	Yates	

•  Bible	Gateway	(on	line	at	biblegateway.com)	
•  My	Friends:	Woonny,	John,	JusAn,	Eric,	Larry	



IntroducAon	to	Habakkuk		
•  Why	do	the	wicked	prosper?	Why	do	good	people	struggle	and	wicked	

people	gain	power,	influence,	posiAon,	and	wealth?	Why	doesn’t	God	
punish	these	wrong-doers?	

•  These	are	quesAons	that	oeen	rise	to	the	top	of	issues	that	ChrisAans	
have	with	the	world	we	live	in.	

•  Is	this	a	new	issue?	NO.		
•  Habakkuk	asks	these	same	quesAons	–	not	in	discussion	with	friends,	or	

family,	or	talk	show	hosts	–	he	asks	these	quesAons	of	God!!!	And	even	
more	amazing	we	hear	God’s	response.	

•  Come	next	week	to	hear	this	conversaAon.	


