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Obadiah 
The Obscure Prophet 

• The prophecy of Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old 
Testament  -- only 21 verses 

• Yet it packs a message for our lives that far outweighs its 
modest length 

• Obadiah is a pronouncement of doom against an ancient 
and long forgotten nation, Edom 

• The Edomites had killed, captured, and exploited the sword 
of the Babylonians 

• Even through God disciplined Israel (Babylonian Captivity), 
He was angry with Edom for gloating over the sufferings of 
His people. 

• So God issued His message of judgment against Edom 
through Obadiah 





A TALE OF TWO NATIONS  
AND TWO BROTHERS 

• Little is known about Obadiah (a common name 
among the Hebrews; 13 times in OT) 

• Most scholars believe the author to be a contemporary 
of Jeremiah 

• Probable date of writing would be after 586 BC  and 
before 553 BC (Jerusalem plundered by Babylon in 598, 
leveled in 586; Babylon campaign against Edom in 553) 

• Obadiah means “Worshiper of Yahweh or Servant of 
Yahweh” 

• Obadiah comes, does his work and fades into the mists 
of history 



TWO NATIONS 

• Obadiah tells the story of two nations, Israel 
and Edom 

• Edom lay  south of Israel in a region now 
called the Negev or Negeb 

• Israel had traveled through Edom in their 
escape from Egypt to the Promised Land 

• But as Israel passed through, Edom attacked 
and persecuted them 

• Edom was Israel’s enemy from the beginning 



TWO MEN 

• Every nation in the Bible is a lengthened story of 
its founder 

• Behind Israel and Edom were two brothers  -- 
Jacob and Esau 

• Esau was given the name, Edom (red), because of 
the red stew for which he sold his birthright 

• Jacob was the father of Israel and Esau, his twin 
brother, became the father of Edom 

• In the story of these nations is also the story of 
these twin brothers 



ANTAGONISM 

• Jacob and Esau lived in perpetual antagonism 
• They struggled in their mother’s womb                    

(Gen. 25:22-23) 
• Struggle marked their lives, as well as the lives of their 

descendants, the nations of Israel and Edom. 
• Jacob was his mother’s favorite and Esau was his 

father’s 
• Their lives were characterized by sibling rivalry that 

continued for centuries after they died 
• From Genesis through Malachi, we find evidence of 

their struggle. 



MALACHI 1:2-4 

• “I have loved you,” says the LORD. But you say, 
“How have you loved us?” “Is not Esau Jacob’s 
brother?” declares the LORD. “Yet I have loved 
Jacob but Esau I have hated. I have laid waste his 
hill country and left his heritage to jackals of the 
desert.”If Edom says, “We are shattered but we 
will rebuild the ruins,” the LORD of hosts says, 
“They may build, but I will tear down, and they 
will be called ‘the wicked country,’ and ‘the 
people with whom the LORD is angry forever.’” 



WHAT’S SO IMPORTANT ABOUT THE STRUGGLE 
OF THESE TWO MEN AND NATIONS? 

• In the struggle between Israel and Edom, we see a 
parallel with a similar struggle described for us in the 
New Testament ……….. 

• The Christian’s struggle between the flesh and the 
spirit 

• “For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and 
the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these 
are opposed to each other” (Gal. 5:17) 

• The Bible is full of pictures that help us better 
understand God’s  word 

• The pictures of Esau and Jacob, Edom and Israel, 
represents to us the conflict of the flesh and the spirit 



VALUABLE KEYS 

• The Bible contains certain “interpretational constants” 
that consistently signify important truths 

• Among them are symbols, images, names, and 
metaphors; when we learn to recognize them many 
hard to understand biblical concepts can become clear 

• Examples: Oil is almost always a symbol for the Holy 
Spirit; wine for joy; leaven a picture of evil 

• Jacob and Esau, and the nations Israel and Edom 
symbolize the struggle between the spirit and the flesh 



SO, WHY DOES GOD HATE ESAU? 

• Obadiah tells us: “The pride of your heart has deceived 
you, you who live in the clefts of the rock, in your lofty 
dwelling, who say in your heart, “Who will bring me down 
to the ground?” (v.3) 

• The problem is pride! “You who live in the clefts of the 
rock” is a literal reference to Edom 

• If you have gone to the Holy Land, you may have visited the 
city of Petra (now in Jordan) 

• Entrance is trough a narrow fissure (Siq) that is only a few 
yards wide, runs for a mile or more through the rock into an 
open place where temples have been carved out of the 
rock. Giant temples with doors 25 ft. high or more 

• This was the capital of Edom. 



The Peoples’ Pride 

• The Edomites of Petra felt they were 
invulnerable because of their natural defenses 

• They lifted up their hearts in pride, and “their 
hearts deceived them” 

• But God said it would be done 

• And just a few years after Jesus death, the 
Romans came, destroyed the cities of Edom, 
and captured the “impregnable” city of Petra 

• It has been in ruins ever since! 



The Siq 



Petra 





ESAU’S PROBLEM IS PRIDE 

• The principle of pride is what the Bible labels “the flesh” 
• Human pride wars against God’s Spirit 
• Every Christian has this internal struggle 
• Proverbs 6:16 says; “There are six things the LORD hates, 

seven that are detestable to Him.” 
• Topping the list is a “proud look”  -- a look of arrogance.  

Everything that follows in v. 16 is merely a variation of pride 
• All born of Adam have this congenital twist of pride, the 

independent ego that evaluates everything in terms of 
feeding the omnipotent self 

• That is the pride of the flesh  -- the pride of Esau  --  the 
pride of Edom (Adam?) 



THE LORD’S ANSWER IN OBADIAH 

• “Though you soar aloft like the eagle, 
though your nest is set among the stars, 
from there I will bring you down, 
declares the LORD.” (v. 4) 

• Pride takes many forms  --   
• Violence: “Because of the violence done to your 

brother Jacob, shame shall cover you, and you shall be 
cut off forever. (v. 10) 

• Indifference  --  “On the day that you stood aloof, on 
the day that strangers carried off his wealth and 
foreigners entered his gates and cast lots for Jerusalem, 
you were like one of them.” (v. 11) 



ANOTHER FORM OF PRIDE 

• “Gloating over the misfortune of others;  
• “But do not gloat over the day of your brother in the 

day of his misfortune; do not rejoice over the people of 
Judah in the day of their ruin; do not boast in the day 
of distress. Do not enter the gate of my people in the 
day of their calamity; do not gloat over his disaster in 
the day of his calamity; do not loot his wealth 
in the day of his calamity.” ( v. 12-13) 

• This is only a partial list of the sins of Esau. 
• The verdict of God against the pride of Esau is in this 

verse; “The pride of your heart has deceived you.” (v.3) 
• The lesson:  The pride of hearts will also deceive us. 



THE TRAP OF PRIDE 

• Pride sets a trap and works out its own destruction…… 

• “How Esau has been pillaged, his treasures sought out! 
All your allies have driven you to your border; those at 
peace with you have deceived you; they have prevailed 
against you; those who eat your bread have set a trap 
beneath you— you have no understanding.” (v. 6-7) 

• Pride deceives us, tricks us, blinds us to the danger 
around us. 

• We all have the principle of the flesh lurking within us, 
and it is crucial that we deal with it and root it out of 
our lives (ask Him)  

 



AMALEK 

• One of Esau’s grandsons was Amalek 

• Amalek’s descendants opposed Israel on their 
way into Canaan 

• In Exodus 17:14, God says to Moses, “…. I will 
utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from 
under heaven.” 

• God will never make peace with the flesh 



FOR JACOB, A DAY OF TRIUMPH! 

• “But in Mount Zion there shall be those who 
escape, and it shall be holy, and the house of 
Jacob shall possess their own possessions. The 
house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house 
of Joseph a flame, and the house of Esau 
stubble; they shall burn them and consume 
them, and there shall be no survivor for the 
house of Esau, for the LORD has spoken.” (v. 
17-18) (Mount Zion is a symbol for Jerusalem 
and/or Jacob) 



NEW TESTAMENT 

• The same two principles apply  -- Edom and Israel, flesh and 
spirit  -- and are personified in the Gospels 

• In His last week, Jesus stood before King Herod, and Herod 
was an Idumean – here is the direct connection! 

• Idumea was another spelling for Edom, thus Herod was an 
Edomite, a descendant of Esau 

• The representative of Jacob and the representative of Esau 
stood face-to-face  

• King Herod, the Edomite, was proud, arrogant, and 
rebellious; watched the cruel mockery of the soldiers 

• Herod plied Jesus with questions, but for the son of Esau 
there were no answers from the son of Israel 

• Nothing to discuss.  Compromise was impossible. 



IN THE END 

• In the end, God has nothing to say to the flesh, 
except judgment. 

• In the end, it was King Jesus who broke free from 
the grave 

• In the end, it was proud King Herod who ended 
his life in shame and exile, a prisoner of the 
chains of sin and arrogance with which he bound 
himself 

• The spirit was the victor.  The flesh was defeated 
• Israel rose; Edom fell.    



Israel or Edom?  Spirit or flesh? 
That is the central question of this 

Short but powerful book of Obadiah. 


