Theology 1 Study Guide
WCF Chapter 1, Scripture/Canon Con’t

Continued from Week Two:

L The Question of Canon: ...are now contained all the books of the Old and New Testament (1.2) cf. 1.5

o Canon from “reed” as a tool for measurement... that which is the “rule” or “ideal standard”

against which all things can be measured — “rule of faith and practice”
o Loost Seriptures?? Excerpts from Dan Brown s DaVinel Code, chapter 55:
o “A product of man, not God”

False testimony
By men who possessed a political agenda to solidify their power base
Commussioned and financed by Constantine
“Uthe goapels they attempted to destroy have been discovered as a part of an ancient library of Coptic
Serolls and highlight the glaring discrepancies and fabrications of the modern Bible”
Baved on Scholarly works such as Elaine Pagels:

Now that scholars have begun to place the sources discovered at Nag Hammadi, like newly discovered
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pleces of a complex puzzle, next to what we have long known from tradition, we find that these
remarkable texts, only now becoming widely available, are transforming what we know as
Christianity.!
o Orthodox Response (¢f. Canon Revisited . . . CPC Study Center/Resources)
1. Recognized vs. Conferred by Church
2. Test of OT Witness: “the prior rule of faith” already in tact by 1*' century (Marcion

Controversy settled in mid-second century!) ¢/ Thus the importance of the OT

interpretation of Christ’s ministry and message! (¢/. OT of OT: Ex.20:1, NT of

OT:Mt.4:1-11)

Test of Apostolicity: (¢f 2 Peter, Eph. 2)

Jobn 15:26 “When the Helper comeds, whom I will send to you from the Father, that ts the Spirit
of truth, who proceeds from the Father, He will bear witness of Me, 27 and you will bear witness
alvo, because you have been with Me from the beginning.”

4. Bottom Up vs. Top Down —the battle was waged not in the fourth century but in the
middle of the second century, wherein the “winners” were not the politically
advantaged . . . e.g. AD 140

5. Canon mostly “settled” by 200 AD and formally ratified ecumenically in 350 AD at
the synod of Laodicea.

~

I1. The Question of Authority: ... all things necessary for his own glory, man's valvation, faith and life ...
(1.6) ¢f. 1.10
o Reformational “regulative principle”
1. Ecclesial application: by positive institution
2. Individual application: by negative institution
o Ultimate authority vs. Interpretative Authority

1Cor. 2:14 Those who are unspiritual do not recetve the gifts of God's Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and they are
unable to understand them becawse they are spiritually discerneo.

Issues in Interpretation:
Sola Scriptura was a rallying cry for our Protestant forebearers . . . neither Luther nor Calvin ever intended
that the principle serve as the means by which mdividual interpreters meght bypass the contributions of the
larger interpretive communtty, either past or present. The Reformers maintained that interpretation of the
biblical text v a responsibility not of the individual but of the community of believers gathered. It must be a
corporale enlerprise. Rick Lints, Fabric of Theology

WCF 1.6: The whole counvel of God concerning all things necessary for His own glory, man's valvation, faith and life, is either
expresoly set down in Seripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced from Scripture: unto which nothing at any
time s to be added. ..

! Elaine Pagels. Beyond Belief: The Secret Gospel of Thomays
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1.Role of Holy Spirit: What the Spirit Does and Does Not Do in Interpretation:
WCF 1.6: unto which nothing at any time is to be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit... Nevertheless, we

acknowledge the inward dlumination of the Spirct of God to be necessary for the saving understanding of such things as are
revealed in the Word

1 Cor. 2:12-14--Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirct who is from God, that we might
know the things freely given to us by God, 15 which things we alvo speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but
in those taught by the Spirct, combining spiritual {thoughts} with spiritual {words.} 14 But a natural man does not
accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to bim, and he cannot understand them, because they
are gpiritually appraised.

2.Role of Church: What the Church Does and Does Not Do in Interpretation:
WCF 1.6: unto which nothing at any time is to be added, whether by . .. or traditions of men. (cf. 1.10) WCF 1.8, The Ol
Testament in Hebrew . . . and the New Testament in Greek . . . being immediately inspired by God, and, by His singular care

and providence, kept pure in all ages, are therefore authentical; 40 as, in all controverdsies of religion, the Church t finally to
appeal unto them.

1 Timothy 3:15, you may know how one ought to bebave in the household of God, which is the church of the living
God, the pillar and bulwark of the truth.

2 Tim.2:15 stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, ecther by word of mouth or by our
letter.

2Th. 53:6 Now we command you, beloved, in the name of owr Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from believers who are
living in idlencss and not according to the tradition that they received from u.

3. The Role of Scripture in Interpreting Scripture:
WCEF 1:9 The infallible rule of interpretation of Seripture is the Scripture itself. ..

The Issue of Redemptive-Historical vs. “Proof-texting” in Interpretation:

WCF1.1 “therefore it pleased God at sundry times and in divers manners to reveal himself and to declare...”
A redempltive historical orientation s not some kind of dispensable exegetical luxury. At stake ts nothing
less than the right way of tnterpreting Seripture. At toue here ts semply the fundamental principle that
the test s Lo be interpreted in the light of its context. In the case of Scripture, the redemptive-historical
atructure or framework established by Scripture tloelf is the contextual factor having the broadest bearing
on a given text. (Gaffin, p.xxii)

1. Step One: To relate the text to its immediate theological horizon. (immediate covenantal context)

2. Step Two: To understand the text in light of God' total revelation especially as ultimately revealed in the
New Covenant.

The Issue of Christ-Centered Interpretation:
of. Emmaus Road: Luke 24: 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to
them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

¢of. Heb. 1:1-3 1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2 but
in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son,

Q &A:

Next Week: WCF 2: Who/What is God?
For Discussion: What are our expectations in Knowing/understanding God?

Mystery i the vital element of Dogmatics. It is true that the term "myostery" in Seripture does not indicate abstract-
aupernatural truth . . . nevertheless, the idea that the believer would be able to understand and comprebend intellectually the
revealed myoteries i equally unoscriptural. On the contrary, the truth which God has revealed concerning himoelf in nature and
in Seripture far surpasses human conception and comprebension. In that sense Dogmatics ts concerned with nothing but
myotery, for it does not deal with finite creatures, but from beginning to end rawed itself above every creature to the Eternal and
Endless One Himoelf. Herman Bavinck
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Handout: The Role of the Church in Interpretation

I. The Biblical Injunctions/warnings and church responsibility in Confessional Training;:

Christ warns against assuming the position of a teacher without due caution,
James 5:1 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be
Judged with greater strictness.

Christ tells us to watch carefully lest false teachers bring harm to the church,
2Pet. 2:1-2 But false prophets alvo arose among the people, juat as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly
bring in destructive opinions. They will even deny the Madster who bought them--bringing swift destruction on themaelves.
Even so, many will follow their licentious ways, and because of these teachers the way of truth will be maligneo.
2Jobn 1:10 Do not receive into the house or welcome anyone who comes to you and does not bring this teaching

Christ commands that those who do teach false doctrine be removed from teaching,
Titus 1:11 they muot be silenced, since they are upsetting whole families by teaching for s0rdid gain what it ts not right to
teach.

Christ warns us that the last days will be characterized not only by "false teaching" but also a natural

affinity for it so as to take all possible precautions against it,
2Tim. 4:5 For the time s coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will
accumulate for themoelves teachers to suil their own desired,
1Tim. 4:1 now the Spirit expressly says that in later times vome will renounce the faith by paying attention to deceitful
apirits and teachings of demony,

Christ warns us that many will want to be teachers who may not be qualified,
1Tim. 1:7 desiring to be teachers of the law, without understanding either what they are saying or the things about which
they make assertions.

Christ explicitly commands that those who do teach be teachers of "sound doctrine"
Titus 2:1 But as for you, teach what s consistent with sound doctrine.

Christ commands that teachers are to be measured by the "standards" of sound doctrine,
2Tim. 1:15 Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus

Christ intends for the ministry of "teaching” to be passed on through the succession of apostolic faith
2Tim. 2:2 and what you have heard from me through many witnesses entruat to faithful people who will be able to teach
others as well.

The teaching ministry of the church is to be performed by those approved as qualified.
1Tim. 5:2 Now a bishop must be above reproach, married only once, temperate, sensible, respectable, hospitable, an apt
teacher
ITim. 5:17 Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and
teaching

Christ commands the elders to “watch over the flock of God” with due diligence and this would

include keeping watch over the teaching of the church,
Acts 20:28 Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock, of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd
the church of God that he obtained with the blood of bhis own Son.
Heb. 15:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls and will give an account. Let
them do this with joy and not with sighing — for that would be harmful to you.

A low view of the functions of the ministry will naturally carry with it a low conception of the training necessary for
... A bigh view of the functions of the ministry on evangelical lines inevitably produces a high conception of the
tratning which is needed to prepare men for the exercise of these high functions . . . for here we have, of course, an
infinddely higher conception —as merely an enthusiastic Chruwtian eager to do work for Christ . . . we might as well
deek recrucls for the ministry among the capable young fellows about town, zeal their highest spiritual attainment.

B. B. Warfield
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Three Options for Use of Creeds in Interpretation:

Worship, Scripture, Tradition

Roman Catholicism

Worship, Scripture, Tradition

Anabaptist

SCRIPTURE =—» US

Worship, Scripture, Tradition

Magisterial Protestant

SCRIPTURE



