1/6/21

Morning Post on Face Book:

So I know it seems like the world is falling apart, our nation in demise. And there is righteous
anger and real justice needed, even if there is loving sadness. But it seems to me that as
Christians we grieve with compassion before we point the finger of self-righteousness. We flee
the temptation to join in the apocalyptic rhetoric that got us here in the first place. We enter a
season of deep and thoughtful "civic self-reflection." And might this be a time, especially as
Christians, a time for humble repentance and compassion?

"When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into his harvest.” Mt 9:36-38

Would you join me in prayer for our nation and for God to be our shepherd?

"Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech thee
that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will.
Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure conduct. Save us from
violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way.
Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out
of many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom, in thy
Name, we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at
home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the
nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the
day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; all of which we ask through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.” (Book of Common Prayer, p. 657)

Thanks and Amen!
Preston

Sent to Congregation That Afternoon:
Dear Fellow CPC and Christians,

So I know it seems like the world is falling apart, our nation in demise. And there is righteous
anger and real justice needed, even if there is loving sadness. But it seems to me that as
Christians we grieve with compassion before we point the finger of self-righteousness. We flee
the temptation to join in the apocalyptic rhetoric that got us here in the first place. We enter a
season of deep and thoughtful "civic self-reflection? And might this be a time, especially as
Christians, a time for humble repentance and compassion?



"When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest
is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest
to send out laborers into his harvest.” Mt 9:36-38

Would you join me in prayer for our nation and for God to be our shepherd?
"Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech thee
that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will.
Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure conduct. Save us from
violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way.
Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out
of many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom, in thy
Name, we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at
home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the
nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the
day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; all of which we ask through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.” (Book of Common Prayer, p. 657)

Thanks,
Preston



