
Christ Presbyterian Church  
Foundations Class  
Lesson 2 

"God, the Father Almighty..."  The Character of God 

Introduction: The attributes of God and the limitations of language 

Notice that creed places "Father" and  "almighty" together as primary attributes 
of God.  God is both powerful and personal.  Why is this significant? What if 
God were only powerful? Only personal?  
  

WCF Chapter II. Sect.I.  -  There is but one only living, and true God, who is infinite in being 
and perfection, a most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or passions; immutable, 
immense, eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, most wise, most holy, most free, most absolute; 
working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable and most righteous will, for his 
own glory; most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, 
forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin... 

I. "Almighty"  
    A. In creation (Gen. 1:1ff)  
    B. The flood  (Gen. 6:11ff)  
    C. The exodus (Exod. 1-15)  
    D. The conquest (Josh 1:1-5)  
    E. The writings (Job 38-41; Psalms [e.g., Ps. 19]; Is. 40) 

II. "Father"  
   
    A. Universally  
   
        The Scriptures reveal God to be not only the creator but the "father" of all 
humanity.  
  

Luke 3:38 - In the last in a genealogical, Adam is called, "son of God" (literal and federal).  
Acts 17:26-28 - He has made one blood all the nations of men to dwell on the face of the earth....  
He is not far from every one of us; for in him we live and move and have our being as certain also 
of your own poets have our being as certain also of your own poets have said, "For we are also his 
offspring."  
Eph. 4:6 - One God and Father of all 

Implications:  
To believe in the true God is to know him -- a "person" with personal attributes 



together with relational privileges and responsibilities.  God as father is capable 
of love, anger, jealousy, mercy, justice, volition, desires, purpose, etc.  The 
problem of sin, therefore, is not the breach of a moral code, but the break of a 
relationship.  
  

We have been created by a wise, all powerful and all good God who has created us to love and 
serve Him and to enjoy an eternal relationship with Him.  
                                        Rick Lints 

    B. Covenantally 

While in one sense all of humanity are children of God, the "family of God" is 
also a convenantal relationship in which only some participate. 

1. Covenant with Israel 

Ex 6:7 "I will take you as my people, and I will be your God."  
Is 63:16 "Doubtless you are our Father."  
Jer 31:9 "For I am a Father to Israel." 

2. Covenant with the Church 

Is 31:33 " 'But the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,' says the 
Lord.' I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God and they 
will be my people.' "  
I Peter 2:9 "But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation , His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises of him who call you out of darkness and into his 
wonderful light." 

3. For those outside the covenant, a different "father" 

John 8:41-44, "You are indeed doing what your father does." They said to him, "We are not 
illegitimate children, we have one Father, God himself." Jesus said to them, "If God were your 
Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now I am here. I did not come on my own, 
but he sent me. Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot accept my word. 
You are from your Father the devil, and you choose to do your father's desires.  
Acts 13:10, You son of the devil... 

         Example of the Prodigal Son, Lk. 15:11-16  
  

III. How, then, do we become children of the covenant? By adoption.  
Adoption is that act by which a person takes the child of another into the place, 



and entitles him/her to the privileges of his own.  
  

John 1:12, "but to allwho received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, who were botn not of blood or of the will of  the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God.  
John 14:8-9,11; "Lord show us the Father"... "Whoever has seen me has seen the Father... believe 
me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me."  
Ephesians 1:5, "He has destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according 
to the good pleasure of his will." 

IV. Privileges of Adoption 

1. Eph 1:3-13, (blessings from heaven, privilege of mercy and forgiveness, 
knowledge, inheritance, protected by the Holy     Spirit to participate in God's 
favored benefits.)  
2. Matthew 6:32, A father's provisions...  
3. John 14:1-4, Father's house, "a place for you"  
4. Hebrews 4:16, His attentive ear  
"God allows his children to dray near to him with freedom, to pour out their 
hearts before him, to make all their requests known to him; and they may 
cherish this confidence, that if they ask anything according to his will, he 
heareth them."  
                                                                                                                                
                                    Rev. Shaw  
5. Hebrews 12:6-11, loving discipline to guide and protect us.  
6. Romans 8:14, "For you did not recive a spirit of slavery to fall back into 
fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption... heirs of God and joint heir 
with Christ." 

I John 3:1, See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 
children of God; and that is what we are.  
  

	  


