
A MORNING SERVICE OF PRAYER  
Christ Presbyterian Church, New Haven 

(Zoom Meeting # 733-408-937) 
A service of worship where the liturgy becomes our voice to God  

(approx. 30 min) 
 
 

O the depth of wealth, wisdom and knowledge of God!  
How unsearchable are God’s judgements,  

how untraceable are God’s ways!  
The source, guide and goal of all that is, 

 to God be glory forever! 
(Rom.11:33, 36) 

 
 
 

The Opening Collect 
 
O Lord, open my lips 
And my mouth shall proclaim your praise (Ps 51:15)  
I pray to you O Lord;  
For you hear my voice in the morning;  
At sunrise I offer my prayer 
And wait for your answer (Ps 5:2-3) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
 

In a word or phrase, offer to God your praise 
 
 

Song of Invocation 
 
Be Thou My Vision 
 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 
Thou my best thought by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 



 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
High King of heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’n’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

Confession of Sin and Absolution 
 

Confession of Sin: 
 
Minister: Jesus said: "If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”  
People: Eternal God, we confess that we have failed to be an obedient 

people: we have not done your will; we have broken your law. 
Leader: Jesus said: "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind” and “you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  

People: We have rebelled against your love; we have not loved our 
neighbors; we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, 
we pray. Free us for joyful obedience. Through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 

 
We are invited to confess our personal amd particular sins at this time 

(Privately or out-loud as led by the Spirit) 
 
Confession of Faith 
 

 Leader: Christians, what do you believe?  
 People
: 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who out of nothing created heaven and earth and 
everything in them, who still upholds and rules them by his 
eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father 
because of Christ his Son. I believe that Jesus is the Son of 
God and saves us from our sins even as salvation cannot 



be found in anyone else; it is futile to look for any salvation 
elsewhere. I believe that the Holy Spirit is eternal God and 
that He has been given to me personally, so that, by true 
faith, He makes me share in Christ and all his blessings, 
comforts me, and remains with me forever.  

(Selections from Heidelberg Catechism) 
 

Leader:  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
People:  Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again.  

   
  Absolution:  

 
Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is 
God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ 
Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the 
right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  

Rom. 8:33-34 
 
Together (Sung or recited)  

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 
You alone, O Lord, are holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace, alleluia.  
(repeat) 

 
   

Scripture Reading and Silent Prayer 
Ephesians 1:3-23 

 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us[a] for adoption to himself as 
sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of 
his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom 
and insight 9 making known[b] to us the mystery of his will, according to his 
purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to 
unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 



 
11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according 
to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 
12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his 
glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 
who is the guarantee[c] of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it,[d] to 
the praise of his glory. 
 
15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and 
your love[e] toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, 
remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of 
his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 
that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 
his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age 
but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave 
him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of 
him who fills all in all. 

 
 

Minister: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Thoughts and Reflections 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
Minister:        The Lord be with you. 
People:        And with your spirit. 
Minister:        Let us pray. 

 
:: A Collect From The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Almighty Father, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the 
life, raise us who trust in him from the death of sin to the life of 



righteousness, that we may seek those things which are above and 
be renewed in the image and glory of our Creator. For this, O Lord, 
we pray:  

All Lord, hear our prayer.  
Affirming the power of God’s redemption, we lift up the church, our 
world, and other needs to God in prayer for his provision and 
healing. Lord Jesus Christ, who is seated above all power and 
dominion, teach nations to walk in the way of peace and rulers to 
seek after mercy and justice, that the poor might be satisfied with 
good things and wars might cease from the face of the earth. For 
this, O Lord, we pray:  

All Lord, hear our prayer.  
Most Holy Spirit of God, who gives light and life to your people, may 
your presence abide among all your saints. Comfort all who are 
afflicted and weighed down with sorrow, heal all those who suffer in 
body or in soul, and grant faith to all who are tried by tribulations. 
For this, O Lord, we pray:  

All Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Additional  and Specific Prayers of Intercession may be offered at this time.  
 
Song of Expectation: Christ be All Around Me 

 
As I rise, strength of God, go before, lift me up 
As I wake, eyes of God, look upon, be my sight 
As I wait, heart of God, satisfy and sustain 
As I hear, voice of God, lead me on, be my guide; be my guide 
 
Chorus 
Above and below me, before and behind me 
In every eye that sees me, Christ be all around me (repeat) 
 
As I go, Hand of God, my defense, by my side 
As I rest, breath of God, fall upon, bring me peace; bring me peace 
 
Chorus 
 

The Blessing of Benediction 
 



"May grace and peace be multiplied to you through the knowledge of God 
and of Jesus our Lord. His divine power has granted to us all things that 
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us 
to glory and excellence." (2 Peter 1:2-3) 

 
Amen. 

 
You are welcome to stay for a short season of fellowship if desired 


