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Lesson 5 

  

"Conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary" 

Christology: The Two Natures of Christ 

  

Introduction: The necessary union of person and work of Christ 

"The person and work of Christ must constantly be linked, each interpreting the other. 
What Jesus did was possible because of who he was. Who he was cannot be divorced 
from or confused with what he did.... The Incarnation can only be understood aright 
when we see it within God's overarching purposes of salvation." 

(David Wells) 

  

I. Who is Jesus? Or, "What manner of man is this?" 

Various views 

A. Man masquerading as God 

A human who claimed to be God. (The Arian controversy) 

"liar, lunatic, Lord"--C. S. Lewis 

B. God in the guise of man 

God only "appeared" to be man. (The Nestorian heresy) 

C. Part man and part God 

A composite of God and man. (The Apollinarian heresy) 

D. God incarnate 



One person with two natures, divine and human, neither 
confused nor separated 

  

II. Fully God 

Isaiah 9:6-- "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder. And his name 
will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace. 

John 1:1,14 --"In the beginning was the Word and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.... And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father." 

2 Cor. 5:10--"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each one may receive good or evil, according to 
what he has done in the body." 

Col 2:9-- "For in [Christ] the whole fulness of deity lives in 
bodily form..." 

Heb. 1:1-3--"In many and various ways God spoke of old to our 
fathers by the prophets; but in these last days he has spoken to 
us by a Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, and 
through whom he created the world. He reflects the glory of 
God and bears the very stamp of his nature, upholding the 
universe by his word of power. When he had made purification 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
having become as must superior to angels as the name he has 
obtained is more excellent than theirs." 

Rev. 19:16--"He is clad in a robe dipped in blood, and the name 
by which he is called is The Word of God..... On his robe and on 
his thigh he has a name inscribed, King of kings and Lord of 
lords. 

  

"We believe...in one Lord Jesus Christ...begotten, not made; of the same essence as the 
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made 
human." 

(The Nicene Creed, A.D. 351) 

III. Fully Man 

Luke 2:40--And [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was 
upon him. 



Matt. 4:2 --And [Jesus] fasted forty days and forty nights, and 
afterward he was hungry. 

Luke22:44--And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly; and his 
sweat became like drops of blood falling down upon the ground. 

Heb. 2:18 --For because he himself has suffered and been tempted, he is 
able to help those who are tempted. 

  

"...our Lord Jesus Christ, the same perfect in Godhead and also perfect in manhood; truly 
God and truly man, of a reasonable [rational] soul and body; consubstantial with the 
Father according to the Godhead, and consubstantial with us according to the Manhood; 
in all things like unto us without sin..." 
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IV. The Dual Nature of Christ: Jesus Fully God and Fully Man 

  



Phil. 2:6--...Christ Jesus, who though he was in the form of God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. 

  

"One and the same Christ, Son, Lord, only begotten to be acknowledged in two natures 
inconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably; the distinction of natures being by 
no means taken away by the union, but rather the property of each being preserved and 
concurring in one person and one subsistence, not parted or divided into two persons, 
but one and the same Son, and only begotten, God the Word, the Lord Jesus Christ." 

(Council of Chalcedon, A.D. 451) 

  

V. Necessity and Implications of Dual Nature 

1. Human: "Only a human should" (must carry our identity) 

Justice demands "eye for eye tooth for tooth" 

Putting one in the place of the other requires likeness in 
type. (substitution) 

1 Cor.15:21-22--For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of 
the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive. 

Larger Catechism 38: "It was requisite that the Mediator be God, that he might 
sustain and keep human nature from sinking under the infinite wrath of God, 
and the power of death. 

  

2. God: "Only God could" (must be capable of deliverance and 
endure God's wrath) 

Heb. 2:14--Since,, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, himself likewise shared 
the same things, so that through death the might destroy the one who has power over 
death. 

Larger Catechism 39: "It was necessary that the Mediator should be human that 
he might advance our nature, perform obedience to the law and suffer and made 
intercession for us in our nature 

  

What human or angelical sagacity could have been able to discover things so hidden, so 
sublime, and so far surpassing the grasp of all creatures--that the eternal son of God 
should be born in time and become a man, that he might be in condition to fulfill the law 
which was given to men, as their surety, to undergo the punishment due to the offenses 
of men; that he should even become one of mankind, that he might love and redeem 



them as his brethren and kinsmen--yet born of a virgin.... How adorable does the 
wisdom, the holiness and the truth, the goodness and the philanthropy of God appear, in 
devising, admitting, providing and perfecting the method of our recovery! How do these 
mysteries satisfy the soul, thirsty after salvation, yet justly despairing of relief from all 
that could be done by itself, or by any other amongst men or angels! Here, here, at last, it 
perceives, what is to be found nowhere else in heaven or in earth, a way of reconciliation 
worthy of the perfection's of the Deity, and safe for a man." 

(Herman Witsius, The Apostles' Creed, 1681) 

	  


