
Augustine & Early Church
who is the real Augustine?



Legacy and Importance of Augustine
Brian Stock, Augustine the Reader: Meditation, Self-Knowledge, and the 
Ethics of Interpretation (Belknap Press, 1996), 

Augustine's world is not only pre-print, it's pre-literate, emerging from a 
fundamentally oral culture where the rhetor reigns and the legacy of the 
bishop is his sermons, not his books. 

Finally, Augustine’s “world” is relatively small, circumscribed by boundaries 
of the empire. What could such a foreign voice have to say to us, in our post-
modern, post-Christian, post-literate, globalized world?



Worldview
“Worldview” = 
v how one sees and interprets their reality , which is a particular context 

(time, place, culture).
v philosophical view, all-encompassing perspective on everything that 

exists & matters to us.
v most fundamental beliefs & assumptions about universe reflects 

answers to all “big questions” of human existence: about who & what 
we are, where we came from, why we’re here, where we’re headed, 
meaning & purpose of life, nature of afterlife, what counts as a good 
life here & now.

Christians live in a particular time/place/culture but are led to see in a 
different way; thus, a Christian worldview is the goal; rooted in a 
Biblical worldview as much as possible.



Legacy and Importance of Augustine
James K.A. Smith, Prof. Philosophy Calvin College = 25 books !
(2019) On the Road with Saint Augustine: A Real-World Spirituality for 
Restless Hearts.
“…when I think of the tireless bishop I think first and foremost of love. For 
Augustine, love is who we are. We are made to love, for love, and what 
we love is what defines us. 
One can see this from the Confessions ("You have made us for yourself 
and our hearts are restless until they rest in you") to the City of God
(where he defines a "people" as "the association of a multitude of rational 
beings united by a common agreement on the objects of their love"). 

In contrast to the rationalism we have inherited from modernity, I have 
found Augustine's emphasis on love to be a more holistic account of what 
drives us.”



Legacy and Importance of Augustine
James K.A. Smith
“Second, I find an illuminating nuance in Augustine's account of the "right 
order" of love, more specifically in his distinction between uti and frui
(between "use" and "enjoyment") articulated in De doctrina christiana (often 
poorly translated as On Christian Doctrine; better translated, On Christian 
Teaching, since it is the act of teaching, instruction, and preaching he has 
in mind).”

[Act of teaching creates a Christian worldview ! ]

“Indeed, I think this distinction anticipates the structure/direction distinction 
so well articulated in Al Wolters, Creation Regained …”



Legacy of Augustine
Al Wolters, Creation Regained =Intro. comprehensive Biblical 
worldview stresses breadth of Creation, extent of the Fall, & 
salvation in Jesus Christ really means a reclaiming, a regaining, of 
entire length & breadth of Creation with all its cultural domains. 

Structure = way things are meant to be—way God instituted family
to be, way God meant state to be, way God has a design for 
advertising. 
These are all developments of Creation which are corrupted by sin &
all need to be redirected, need to be redeemed, reclaimed to conform 
more closely to the way God meant it to be from the beginning.



Legacy of Augustine
Al Wolters, Creation Regained

Example: Bible & wine: “‘Wine gladdens the heart of man’. Jesus 
drank wine on the cross. But it also has the warnings against 
drunkenness & abuse of alcohol beverages... So that's a very good 
example of how some cultural entity or some practice in itself is 
good & proper and creational, & at the same time can be corrupted 
& misused because of sinfulness. And it needs to be reclaimed.”



Legacy and Importance of Augustine
While Augustine contends that all humans are essentially lovers, he 
also recognizes that we don't all love the same thing. 

Indeed, the Fall, rather than shutting down love or desire, disorders 
and misdirects us. We end up loving or "enjoying" what we should 
only be "using;" in short, we start making idols out of creation, when 
in fact they're meant to function as icons that point us to God. 

But for Augustine, once again, this isn't just a matter of intellectual 
mistakes. It comes down to how we construe the world—what we 
love and how we love it.”



Legacy and Importance of Augustine
James K.A. Smith
“Finally, I find Augustine's account of political life to be incredibly 
nuanced and a rich resource for contemporary self-understanding. 

In particular, I appreciate two features of the City of God : 
first, he continues to make love central to what defines a "people" or 
"commonwealth"—that a civitas is defined by what it loves as 
"ultimate." 

Second, what we love is inextricably linked to what we worship. 
True justice is a matter of right worship. Exploring that (essential) 
connection could reconfigure how we analyze our political 
institutions.”



A Christian Roman Empire  ???   Worldview
“Christendom” created after AD 312. “State” within Church
“Domus ” Latin household à house (territory & institution); hold
(leadership & authority). Kingdom; freedom; serfdom…….

Western Middle ages (400-1300) no unified state in Roman Catholic, Latin-
speaking= Church wielded both “swords” (temporal & spiritual); 
contrast Greek-speaking Byzantine, Orthodox Church= earthly-temporal 
emperor & spiritual Patriarch.
West= dream of one, holy, Christian empire in “Holy Roman Empire” 
central, western Europe (German lands) from 962-1806.
*never holy nor Roman…..

Rome= eagle
HRE= double eagle head
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Many European cities with a St. Peter’s cathedral 
given symbol of keys

Papal coat of arms  
à

Geneva: both 
papal & HRE Leiden, the 

Netherlands



A Christian Roman Empire
Official sanction & support for Christianity led to: 
GOOD (?)
v Widespread “conversions” in Europe supported (many forced to convert).
v Strong, organized institution (w/beautiful churches, monasteries, schools, 

wealth, etc.)
v Once state (Roman Empire) fell Christendom became backbone 

(preserved law, order, culture).
BAD (?) 
v Increased hierarchy, power struggles, greed
v Questionable “real” conversions & practice
v Role of Church in physically punishing individuals & groups 

(Inquisitions)
v Wealth could be used for institution not people
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Rome	split	into	3	separate	parts=	
rivalries	&	skirmishes



3 groups invaded Roman Empire: Vandals [vandalize]; Goths; Huns
Eastern/Greek held; Western/Latin conquered
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Augustineà

Irish	mission



Goths
Germanic-speaking, dominant people, [north 
Germany] 3rd c. AD until Hunnish incursion; 
7th c. absorbed  into Mediterranean regions.

Many settled in Roman Empire, where they 
became an important part of Roman military, 
but later during wars of Attila the Hun Gothic 
peoples joined his alliance also, meaning that 
Gothic armies fought on both sides. 

When Goths fought with Romans, they were 
not given advancement or recognition they 
wanted. Hence turned against Romans. 



“Christian” Goths
Goths first appeared Roman borders 238 AD. Raids end 3rd c. w/ numerous 
captives sent back to Gothic settlements north of Danube & Black Sea.
Alaric I =first Visigoth king (settled southwest) 395–410.
Gothic tribes converted to Christianity sometime b/w 376-390 AD. 

Arianism: Many simple believers, priests, monks to bishops, emperors, 
members of Rome's imperial family followed, as did two Roman emperors, 
Constantius II & Valens.  
Non-trinitarian: Jesus Christ =Son of God who was begotten by God 
the Father at a point in time, a creature distinct from the Father & 
therefore subordinate to him, but Son is also God (i.e. God the Son).
348-383, Ulfila (c.311-383 “little wolf”) presided over translation of Bible 
from Greek to Gothic language, performed by a group of scholars. 



Arian Bible?
Today “Institute for Metaphysical Studies” sells a modern copy.
Statement:
“Arian Christians believe that Jesus' highest teachings are contained in the 
New Testament in Jesus' own words as reported by the Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark and Luke. The namesake of these beliefs, St Arius of 
Alexandria, rejected the politically generated divinity of Jesus that was 
imposed by the Council of Nicaea, which was convened at the behest of 
Roman Emperor Constantine I in 325 AD. 

The purpose of this Council was to bring the structure of the Christian 
Church into conformity with the structure of the Roman Empire as the 
State Religion, that is; one religion, the Catholic (universal) Church; one 
theology, the Holy Trinity; and one religious leader, the Pope, and to form a 
basis for the suppression of other brands of Christianity.” 



Huns
Huns = nomadic people Central Asia, Caucasus, Eastern Europe, b/w 4th–6th

c.AD.  First reported living east of Volga River, part of Scythia at time. 
Huns’ arrival associated w/migration westward of an Iranian people, the 
Alans. 
By 370 AD, Huns arrived on Volga & established vast, if short-lived, 
dominion in Europe, conquering Goths & many other Germans lived outside 
of Roman borders; many others to flee into Roman territory.

Attila (c.406-453)
leader empire of Huns, 
Ostrogoths, Alans in Central & 
Eastern Europe. 
During reign, one of 
most feared enemies Western & 
Eastern Roman Empires.



More	or	less	
secure

Many	Goths	converted	to	Arianism



410 AD Rome Sacked
Goths (Visigoths) triumph. Rome paid ransom, did not work. Goths 
destroyed infrastructure, set up barbarian kingdom. Goths = Arians & 
enemies eastern Byzantine Empire (Trinitarian, Nicene Creed)
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Many	divisions	in	
early	“Christianity”





Conversion to Catholic Christianity 6-700 AD
Visigothic Spain converted to Catholicism at Third Council of Toledo 
589.  Grimoald, King of Lombards (north Italy: 662–671), son & 
successor Garibald (671) = last Arian kings in Europe. 

During Reformation 1517+, Arianism & other nontrinitarian views 
resurfaced. 
English antitrinitarian John Assheton, forced to recant before Thomas 
Cranmer 1548. 
Anabaptist Council of Venice 1550, early Italian instigators of Radical 
Reformation followed Michael Servetus, who was burned at stake by 
orders of John Calvin 1553. 
Views also promulgated by Giorgio Biandrata & others into Poland & 
Transylvania.

Today Mormons & Jehovah Witnesses share many Arian doctrines.



Augustine of Hippo
born 354 AD, Thagaste (now Algeria) Roman province of Numidia. Family= 
Romanized Berbers = first language Latin.
Family name Aurelius suggests father’s ancestors freedmen of gens Aurelia,
given full Roman citizenship by Edict of Caracalla 212. 
His mother, Monica a devout Christian; his father Patricius a pagan who 
converted to Christianity on his deathbed.

At 17, Augustine went to Carthage to 
continue education in rhetoric. Despite 
warnings of his mother, he lived a 
hedonistic lifestyle for a time w/ young 
men boasted of sexual exploits.

Young Augustine found Manichaeans
attractive & became an “auditor” 
[lowest level as a seeker] 



Manichaeism
Iranian Mani (c.216-274) spoke as “Apostle of the 
true God.” He taught an elaborate dualistic 
cosmology describing struggle b/w a good, spiritual 
world of light, gradually removed from world of 
matter & returned to world of light, whence it came. 
Beliefs based on local Mesopotamian religious 
movements & Gnosticism.

Thrived 3rd -7th c. & height one of most widespread religions in the world. 
Manichaean churches & scriptures existed as far east as China & entire 
Roman Empire. For a time it was main rival to Christianity before 
spread of Islam (622+). 

Manichaeism survived longer in east than west; faded away after 14th century 
in south China.



Manichaeism
Gnostic religion= salvation by knowledge. Battle b/w God & Satan created 
humanity, world, & soul as byproduct. 
Creation of universe in three phases:
1. “First Creation”: good & evil existed separate. Good found in World of 
Light ruled by Father of Greatness & 5 divine attributes of light = 
Shekhinas. Evil in World of Darkness ruled by King of Darkness (Satan), 
but became aware of World of Light & was jealous, attacking it. Mother of 
Life sent her son, Original Man, to fight off attack. 5 Shekhinas provided 
Original Man w/ 5 shields of light, but Darkness defeated Original Man. 

2. “Second Creation” Father of Greatness called Living Spirit & 
Original Man who answered World of Light. Call & Answer became 
Manichaean deities. Together, Living Spirit, 5 sons, & Mother of Life used 
bodies of evil from World of Darkness, & the light they had swallowed, to 
begin creating the universe.



Manichaeism
Mixtures of darkness & light used to create 10 heavens & 8 earths. Light 
used to create sun, moon, & stars. As moon became full, it filled w/light 
which passed to sun, through Milky Way, to World of Light. 

3. “Third Creation” demons hanged over heavens. From male & female 
evil beings, light drawn & they became sexually aroused in greed. As light 
expelled from their bodies, evil attempted to consume as much of light back 
into their bodies as they could. 

After swallowing large quantities of light, evil beings copulated & created 
Adam & Eve. Radiant Jesus sent by Father of Greatness to awaken Adam 
& teach him source of light within his body. However, Adam & Eve 
ultimately copulate & produce more humans, each with light trapped within 
their human body. 



Manichaeism
Manichaean Church divided into Elect, took full vows of Manicheaism, & 
Hearers [not full vows] but still participated.
A. Leader= Patriarch head of Church
B. 12 Apostles
C. 72 Bishops
D. 360 Presbyters
E. Elect
F. Hearers /  “auditor”= lowest level 

Elect prayed 6 times/day; Hearers 4 times. Prayer started w/ ablution
w/water or, if water not available, w/ other substances comparable to 
Ablution in Islam, consisting of several blessings to apostles & spirits. 
Prayer meant prostrating oneself to ground & rising again 12 times during 
every prayer.



Manichaeism writings
Original six Syriac writings not preserved, although Syriac names have 
been. Also fragments & quotations: long quotation preserved by 18-c. 
Nestorian Christian Theodore Bar Konai shows original Syriac Aramaic 
writings of Mani had no influence of Iranian or Zoroastrian terms.

Living Gospel (also Great Gospel, Gospel of the Living)= 3rd –c. gnostic 
gospel written by Mani; originally written in Syriac & called the 
Evangelion. à called the only true Gospel. 
Christians misrepresented the truth about Messiah !

Evangelism: Ertenk or Ardhang (“message of truth”) or The Picture 
Book. The Ardhang was in fact a picture-book, given name of Eikōn in 
Greek & Coptic. Book contained illustrations to accompany & facilitate 
understanding of Mani’s cosmology.



Manichaeism writings
Manichaean Diagram of the Universe à
Only fragments exist today; last lost by 1100 



Biblical warnings about miracles
Luke 10, Jesus sends out the 72.   Miracles should have affects:

13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works 
done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more bearable in 
the judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will 
you be exalted to heaven? You shall be brought down to Hades.

16 “The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects 
me, and the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me.”
17 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are 
subject to us in your name!”



Biblical warnings about miracles

21 In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from 
the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; yes, 
Father, for such was your gracious will. 22 All things have been handed 
over to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the 
Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.”

23 Then turning to the disciples he said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that 
see what you see! 24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired 
to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and 
did not hear it.”

Christian worldview allows insight & sight.



Augustine of Hippo
Age 17 began 15-yr. affair w/ young woman in Carthage; she gave birth to 
son Adeodatus (372–388); viewed as extremely intelligent by 
contemporaries. 
Manichaean friends introduced him to Symmachus, prefect City of Rome, 
who was looking for professor of rhetoric at imperial court at Milan. 384: 
Augustine won job 30 yrs. Old; most visible academic position in Latin 
world.  Appears to have rejected Manichaeism. 

Aristotle, The Art of Rhetoric = “the faculty of observing in any given case 
the available means of persuasion.” While he favored persuasion through 
reason alone, he recognized that at times an audience would not be 
sophisticated enough to follow arguments based solely on scientific & 
logical principles. Persuasive language & techniques necessary for truth to be 
taught. Rhetoric gave necessary weapons to refute demagogues & those who 
used rhetoric for evil purposes.



Augustine of Hippo
In Milan he visited Ambrose, one of greatest orators & masters of rhetoric, 
older, more experienced. 
Ambrose: Roman governor of Liguria & Emilia, headquarters Milan, by 
popular acclamation became Bishop of Milan, 374, then archbishop.
1 of 4 ‘Doctors of the Latin church’ Ambrose staunchly opposed Arianism. 
He promoted antiphonal chant = chanting w/ one side of choir responds 
alternately to other. He composed Veni redemptor gentium, Advent hymn= 
Come, thou Redeemer of the earth [19thc.]

They became close friends. Augustine wrote, “And I began to love him, of 
course, not at the first as a teacher of the truth, for I had entirely despaired of 
finding that in thy Church—but as a friendly man.” In his Confessions, 
Augustine states, “That man of God received me as a father would, and 
welcomed my coming as a good bishop should.” Ambrose adopted Augustine 
as a spiritual son after death of Augustine's father.



Augustine’s struggle with marriage
Augustine’s mother Monica followed him to Milan to arrange a 
respectable marriage. Augustine accepted, but wrote, “My mistress being 
torn from my side as an impediment to my marriage, my heart, which 
clave to her, was racked, and wounded, and bleeding.”

Young Augustine confessed that he was not a lover of wedlock so much 
as a slave of lust, so he procured another concubine since he had to wait 
two years until his fiancée came of age [age needed to be 14]

However, his emotional wound was not healed. It was during this period 
he uttered his famous prayer, “Grant me chastity and continence, but not 
yet.”



Context: asceticism heightened
By 380 Christianity intensified its asceticism: virgins increasingly exalted 
as an elite class of believers. Yet, disagreement persisted.
CONTRAST:
Jovinian (d.405) ascetic monk, changed ideas & claimed virgins, widows, 
& married women all equal merit. Many ascetics began to abandon 
celibacy & marry. 

Jovinian’s views contrasted w/ Ambrose & Jerome who fiercely 
defended asceticism. For Jerome, marriage merely the lesser of two evils 
rather than something positive in its own right.

Augustine shared with Ambrose & Jerome belief that virginity was 
superior to marriage, but insisted, against Jerome, that marriage 
was in fact good. 



Augustine, On the Good of Marriage
Although in 384/5 Augustine was confused about marriage, 401 he 
developed more mature ideas & wrote treatise. He charts a middle course 
b/w a good, Christian marriage & special role of celibacy. 
1. marriage of man & woman = first & fundamental bond of human society; 
all other relationships/ friendships anchored in original bond of husband & 
wife.

2. good [proles ] = begetting of children is “the one worthy fruit” of sexual 
intercourse. This is first & most significant end of marriage. The second 
good [fides ] = both sexual fidelity (w/marriage provides “a mutual service 
of sustaining one another’s weaknesses” so as to not engage in “unlawful 
intercourse”) & loyal companionship b/w husband & wife.
BUT: he viewed sexual intercourse “as an element of evil encapsulated in 
every marriage.”



John Chrysostom, On Marriage and Family Life
(c.349-407) Archbishop of 
Constantinople; among most prolific 
authors early Christian Church; only 
Augustine more.
Early ascetic rigors so strenuous, his 
health damaged & forced to return to 
public life as lector, then deacon, priest 
at church in Antioch. Became one of 
best preachers early church= “golden 
mouth.”

Preached against wealth, power, 
prestige, as well as gluttony, swearing, 
theatre, etc.

Byzantine 11th-c. soapstone relief of John 
Chrysostom, Louvre, Paris



John Chrysostom, On Marriage and Family Life

He sees marriage not as second best but as a good, joyful gift from God 
that, when shaped by Christian love, helps people avoid sin & live well. He 
spends much time interpreting the Bible. He treats expected passages [ 
1 Cor. 7; Eph. 5 & 6] as well as story of how Abraham’s servant finds a 
wife for Isaac in Rebekah—a beautiful, glowing description of a godly 
woman.

He celebrates sexual relations—as long as they are constrained to 
marriage—as good & as having a positive effect on the morality of 
husband and wife.

Chrysostom admonishes husband not to “reproach her for lacking things 
over which she has no control. No; let us not reproach her for anything, 
or be impatient and sullen.” He calls for a gentleness, a forbearance on the 
part of the husband.



Augustine’s Conversion
August of 386 (31 yrs.), after reading life of 
Anthony of the Desert, converted to Christianity; 
prompted by hearing a child's voice say “take up and read.”

Life of Anthony, by Athanasius of Alexandria. 
Depicts Anthony as illiterate & holy man who in a primordial landscape has 
an absolute connection to the divine truth, always in harmony w/ 
Athanasius as biographer.
Life of Anthony, translated into many languages, one of most widely read 
books of time. Spawned new monastic communities & spread of ascetic 
practices. 
Anthony took Matt. 19:21 literally: "If you want to be perfect, go, sell what 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasures in heaven." 
Anthony gave away some of his family’s lands to his neighbors, sold 
remaining property, donated funds to the poor.
Anthony was one of first to go into the wilderness (c. AD 270). 



Augustine’s Conversion
Opening Bible at random, he read Rom.13:13-14: “13 Let us walk properly 
as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality 
and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.”        
In his Confessions he says:

Late have I loved Thee, O Lord; and behold,
Thou wast within and I without, and there I sought Thee.
Thou wast with me when I was not with Thee.
Thou didst call, and cry, and burst my deafness.
Thou didst gleam, and glow, and dispel my blindness.
Thou didst touch me, and I burned for Thy peace.
For Thyself Thou hast made us,
And restless our hearts until in Thee they find their ease.
Late have I loved Thee, Thou Beauty ever old and ever new



Augustine’s conversion and calling
Ambrose baptized Augustine & son Adeodatus, Milan on Easter Vigil, April 
24–25, 387.
388, Augustine published apology On the Holiness of the Catholic Church.
Adeodatus & Augustine returned home to Africa just after his mother Monica 
died in Italy. For a brief time they began a life of aristocratic leisure at 
Augustine's family’s property, but Adeodatus also died. 
Augustine sold his patrimony & gave money to poor; only kept family house, 
which he converted into a monastic foundation for himself & friends.
391 Augustine ordained a priest in Hippo Regius in Algeria. 
He left monastery, but wrote a regula (rule) for his monastery. 
395: coadjutor bishop = role to assist diocesan bishop in administration of 
diocese, given authority beyond vicar general, making him co-head of 
diocese in all but ceremonial precedence. 



Augustine
Just prior to Augustine’s death, Vandals (Germanic tribe that had converted 
to Arianism), invaded [‘vandalized’] Roman Africa. Vandals besieged Hippo 
Spring 430, Augustine was very ill. 

According to Possidius, Vita	S.	Augustini (439)	one of few miracles 
attributed to Augustine was healing an ill man. Augustine spent his final days 
in prayer & repentance, requesting that penitential Psalms of David be hung 
on his walls so that he could read them. He directed that library of church in 
Hippo & all books should be carefully preserved. 

He died 28 Aug. 430 just prior to Vandals lifted siege of Hippo, but they 
returned not long after & burned the city, destroying all of it but Augustine's 
cathedral & library, which they left untouched.



Basilica St Augustine, Annaba, Algeria
basilica on the hill is 100 yrs. Old, dedicated to Augustine

Ruined city in foreground



St. Augustine (354-430), Bishop of Hippo
Hippo = smaller city just outside Carthage


