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"The Third Day He Rose Again From The Dead; He Ascended Into Heaven, 

And Sits On The Right Hand Of God The Father Almighty" 

Christology: The Exaltation of Christ 

  

Eph. 4:8ff, Therefore it is said, "When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive.... 
He who descended (Humiliation) is the same one who ascended (glorification) far above all the 
heavens so that he might fill all things 

  
I. Resurrection of Christ 

Citadel of the Christian Faith, for on this one point, the Christian faith 
stands or falls. 

1 Cor. 15:14, if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith 
is in vain. 

An Historic Event 

1 Cor. 15:6-Then he appeared to more than 500 brothers and sisters at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 

--These people proclaimed the resurrection to the hazard of their own lives. 

  

II. Ascension 

"That act of the God-man by which he brought to an end his post-
resurrection appearances to his disciples, was finally parted from them as 
to his physical presence, and passed into the other world, to remain there 
until his second advent." 



Luke 25:51, While he was blessing [the disciples], he withdrew from them and was 
carried up into heaven. 

Mark 16:19, So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to [the disciples], was taken up 
into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 

  

III. Session 

A "sitting" on the throne of the universe, thereby signifying sovereignty 
(I Kings 22:19), holiness (Psalm 47:8), and majesty (Isaiah 6:1-4). The 
Old Testament portrays Yahweh "sitting" on this throne, and the 
Messiah is invited to occupy the position of honor at his right hand 
(Psalm 110:1). In the New Testament, Jesus Christ, as this long-expected 
Anointed One, is exalted by God the Father to this position. 

Acts 3:32-33, This Jesus God raised up...being therefore exalted at the right hand of 
God. 

Colossians 3:1, ...seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand 
of God. 

1 Peter 3:22, ...Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, 
with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

  

This section of the Creed represents the culmination of the earthly 
ministry of Jesus. His life and death could not have its full effect until he 
ascended to the presence of his Father, to whom he presented his 
finished work of atonement. The resurrection assures us of Christ's 
victorious triumph over the grave, and the efficacy of his work as 
mediator. The ascension displays that his work is perfected. From his 
throne, Christ continues his work as prophet, priest, and king through his 
church. Though his work is finished, Christ is progressively 
consummating his finished work of redemption. 

IV. Implications of Glorification: 

A. The central doctrine pertaining to Christology. 

1 Tim.3:16, He was revealed in flesh, vindicated by the Spirit. 



Crucial Point: As long as Christ remained is under the spell of death, His Messianic 
identity as the one whom would fulfill the eternal throne of David was seriously 
jeopardized. 

  

B. The central doctrine pertaining to Soteriology (Salvation) 

1 Cor. 15:17, If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 
sins. 

Heb. 7:23, The former priests were many in number because they were prevented by 
death from continuing in office, but he holds his priesthood permanently because he 
continues forever... he always lives to made intercession for them. 

Rom.4:25, raised for our justification 

Crucial Point: As long as he remained in a state of death, the righteous character of his 
work , the efficacy of his obedience unto death remained in question, in fact, implicitly 
denied.. God's acceptance of sacrifice remains in question. Resurrection represents the 
removal of Guilty verdict and God's affirmation of the work of 2nd Adam. 

  

C. The central doctrine pertaining to Sanctification. (Personal 
Holiness) 

Rom 8:11, If the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through the Spirit 
that dwells in you. 

Rom 6:4, Just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too 
might walk in newness of life. 

Crucial Point: Christ resurrection is the bases for our living as new creatures. As long as 
Christ remained dead, the old nature enslaved to sin continues to live and the power of 
the reigning Christ through the Holy spirit is not available 

  

D. The central doctrine pertaining to eschatology. (The End Time) 

1 Cor. 15:20, 22, Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of hose who have 
died... for as all died in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 

Crucial Point: Our hope in eternal life after death is based upon Christ's resurrection. "O 
Death, were is your sting!" As long as Christ remained dead, death is still triumphant, and 
the grave remains sealed shut! 



  

V. Life Changing Event: What would life be without Christ's resurrection? 

A. No New Testament. If we were Jews or "God-fearers" we 
would still meet on Saturdays in a synagogue, have need of 
continual sacrifices, live with the burden of guilt under the law 

B. No "BC"/"AD." At best, history would tell of an obscure, 
insignificant movement 2,000 yrs ago that never amounted to 
more than a small grp of fanatics following a local guru. A mere 
glitch in history perhaps recorded in the Roman legal papers 

C. "Jesus" would not have been the "Christ." We would still be 
dead in our transgressions. The OT "types" would have no 
fulfillment; they would be powerless to save. 

  

Ephesians 1:20-23, God put his great power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead 
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age 
to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills in all. 

  

Imagine your next funeral without any mention of Christ's 
resurrection as the first of many to follow in his train. Imagine 
your thoughts of life after death without a loving Savior busy 
about the work of preparing a place called "home" for you to look 
forward to. 

  

It is the most delightful theme of meditation, to dwell on the 
resurrection of Christ. It were well to think of it, especially on the 
morning of every Lord's day. Ashbel Greene 

  

  



Ephesians 2:1-8, You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once live, following the 
course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those 
who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of 
flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath like everyone else. But God, who is rich in 
mercy, out of the love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ--by Christ you have been saved--and raised us with him and seated us with him 
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus., so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches 
of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

The lamb that was slain now sits enthroned in eternal glory. 

  

, making his enemies his footstool, and one day every knee will bow and tongue 
confess to his kingly authority (Philippians 2:9). 

  

  

This doctrine represents Christ's entry into his kingly office. The ascension 
culminates with the coronation of the Father's vice-gerent, and his reign began 
immediately. 

  

  

This doctrine represents Christ's entry into his kingly office. The ascension 
culminates with the coronation of the Father's vice-gerent, and his reign began 
immediately. 

  

  

  

  

Eph. SO THAT HE MIGHT FILL ALL THINGS (C.f. 1:23)... The gifts he gave were 
that some would be ... for building up the body of Christ until all of us come to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the son of god to maturity to the measure of the full 
stature of Christ." 

  



  

An Expected Glorification 

Acts: 13:32-33 We bring you the good news that what God promised to 
our ancestors, he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising Jesus as it 
is written. 

  

Central Characteristic of Messianic Prophecy: 

Is. 11: from the root of Jesse, his dwelling shall be glorious, he will gather the remnant from 
among the nations... 

Is.. 55:3, I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast sure love for David. 

Jer. 23:5-6, Raise up for David a righteous branch... reign as king... "the Lord is our 
righteousness" 

33:17-18, David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne or act as priest over Israel. 

Expected Exaltation by Divine Vindication over His Enemies: 

Psm. 2:5-6, 5, He who sits in the heavens laughs, the Lord has them in derision... I have set my 
King on Zion,., my holy hill... You are my son today I have begotten you. I will make the nations 
your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession... 

Psm. 16:10, For you will not give me up to corruption, or let your faithful one see the pit. 

Psm.110:1, Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool. 

Isa. 53:11ff Out of his anguish he shall see light... I will allot him a portion with the great and he 
shall divide the spoil...My Servant shall prosper, he shall be exalted and lifted up and shall be very 
high... 

Central Characteristic of the Apostles message: 

1 Tim.2:8, Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David, this is my 
Gospel. 

Rom.1:3, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh. 

Rev.5:5, Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the 
scroll. 

  



Conclusion: The glorification of Christ proves him to be the long awaited 
Davidic Messiah. 

  

  

Addendum on Miracles: 

  

A. How to understand the function of "miracles" 

Deuteronomy 13:1ff, If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and 
announces to you a miraculous sign or wonder, and is the sign or wonder of which he has spoken 
takes place, and he says, "Let us follow other gods," (gods you have not known) "and let us 
worship them", you must not heed the words of those prophets or those who divine by 
dreams... (See Mt.24:24 & Mk.13:22) 

Mark 16:20, "And they went out and proclaimed the good news everywhere, while the Lord 
worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs that accompanied it." 

Acts 2:22 "You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to 
you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you 
yourselves know-- 

Heb. 2:3 how can we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? It was declared at first through the 
Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard him, 4 while God added his testimony by signs 
and wonders and various miracles, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, distributed according to his will. 

  

J. Calvin: "Miracles strengthen the authority of God's messengers. Now these very 
numerous and remarkable miracles which he relates are so many confirmations of the law 
that he has delivered and of the doctrine that He has published." (Institutes, 1.8.5) 

  

Implications: 

1. Can't separate the message from the "signs" (miracles) 
that authenticate the messenger. Thus, we can't separate the 
teaching of Jesus from his activity as an exorcist, healer 
and worker of signs and wonders. He was not just an 
enlightened humanitarian. 



2. The Christian faith IS a faith vindicated by miracles 
which did happen in time. 

3. The miracle ITSELF is not alone sufficient to vindicate a 
message. The message itself must be consistent to prior 
revelations already verified by God. (Dt. 13) 

  

B. How to define a "miracle": 

Two categories of miracles: (p.17ff, C. Brown, History and Faith) 

1. "Coincidence concept": No apparent violation of the 
laws of nature but a conjunction of circumstances that is so 
unexpected, improbable and beneficial to at least suggest a 
supernatural ordering of circumstances. (I.e. A unique 
directing of Providence given a certain set of 
circumstances) 

2. "Violations of the law of nature" : It is impossible and 
yet happened. 

D. Hume: "A transgression of a law of nature by a 
particular volition of the Deity or by the interposition of 
some invisible agent." (I.e. super natural) 

  

Note: # 1 is no less divine than # 2. 

  

C. How to defend Miracles: 

Experience proves this or that, depending on the preconceptions we 
bring to it. 

C. S. Lewis, Miracles: 

For let us make no mistake. If the end of the world appeared in all the literal trappings of 
the Apocalypse, if the modern materialist saw with his own eyes the heavens rolled up 
and the great while throne appearing, if he had the sensation of being himself hurled into 



the Lake of Fire, he would continue forever, in that lake itself to regard his experience as 
an illusion and to find the explanation of it in psychoanalysis, or cerebral pathology. 

  

John Broadus 

Nay, if one denies the possibility of miracles, he need only be logical to deny the 
possibility of creation. IF we believe that God caused these physical forces to exist, and 
to act according to the laws which modern science is so nobly busy in observing, where is 
the difficulty in believing (upon suitable testimony) that God's own spiritual influence 
has sometimes modified the action of these forces, without violating their nature? If He 
made them he can do this. 

  

  

	  


