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"I believe in one holy, catholic church..." 

Ecclesiology, PartII 

  

The Church Is An Essential Element Of The Gospel: 

1. By Divine Appointment 

"The church is a Divine institution, owing its origin not to man, but to Christ, and 
associated together not in consequence of human arrangement, but by Christ's 
appointment.... Christ expressly laid down the main principles of order and government 
for the formation of His Church. He did not wait for the historical development of the 
Christian society, or leave His disciples to organize for themselves its system of 
government and office bearers and laws: he laid upon His disciples the express 
injunction to meet together in his name; and in order the better to enforce it, annexed the 
promise, that when they were thus assembled, he would be in the midst of them to bless 
them to do good." 

James Bannerman 

  

Matthew 16:18-19 

Note that Christ's Messianic authority is to be exercised (mediated) through the 
foundation laid by the apostles. The "binding and loosing" that is taking place on 
"earth" is recognized and sanctioned in heaven. The "church" being spoken of is 
said to be "on earth" and therefore the visible "kingdom of God." Built upon the 
"pattern of sound words" given by the apostles, this kingdom society consists of 
divinely instituted laws, government, mission and actions as the mediated rule of 
Christ. 

Matthew 18:18-20 

This passage is not saying that every time two or more Christians meet together 
that Christ is with them (although in one sense this, of course, is true). The 
context here is judicial. The same language used in Matthew 16 is here applied to 
the context of church discipline thought the "church" as a judicial court. Just as 
one would expect from the previous passage in Mt. 16, this passage is asserting 
that God's sanction is upon his divinely instituted government when they meet 
to adjudicate matters in His church. This sanction is present only when the 
judgment of the courts are in agreement with Christ's law as they are revealed in 
the Bible. The church officers have no "legislative" authority, only declarative or 



ministerial authority. Church rulers don't make laws; they simply administer 
them. 

2. By Good and Necessary Consequence 

A. The responsibilities regarding church government: 

Acts 20:28 Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock, of which 
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God 
that he obtained with the blood of his own Son. 29 I know that after I 
have gone, savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 
30 Some even from your own group will come distorting the truth in 
order to entice the disciples to follow them. 31 Therefore be alert, 
remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to warn 
everyone with tears. 

1 Peter 5:1-3, I exhort the elders among you to tend the flock of god that 
is in your charge, exercising the oversight, not under compulsion but 
willingly, as God would have you do it... 

Heb. 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping 
watch over your souls and will give an account. Let them do this with 
joy and not with sighing-- for that would be harmful to you. 

How could the church officers (I.e. Elders) practically 
be faithful to the above commands unless there is 
some definable "flock... under their charge?" How 
could the "flock of God" practically be faithful to 
"obey leaders" unless certain "leaders" are recognized 
as such. 

  

B. The Administration of the Lord's Supper (Communion) 

1 Cor 5:3-5, ...though absent in body, I am present in spirit and as if present I have 
already pronounced judgment in the name of the Lord Jesus on the man who has done 
such a thing. When you are assembled and my spirit is present with the authority of our 
Lord Jesus , you are to hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh so that 
his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. (Compare wording to Mt. 16:18-19 and 
Mt 18:18-20) 

 What is excommunication? It is the church barring someone from the table. How 
can the church have power to bar from the Table, if it does not have power to 
admit to the Table? If we come to the Supper solely by our own volition, then 
how can we be removed by any other means? Admission to and exclusion from 
the Supper are by the same means; either our own individual volition or the 
volition of the church. Then, look at 1 Cor.5. Paul does not say the man is to 
remove himself, but that the church is to remove him. How can the church have 
the duty to remove from its membership if it does not have the duty or 
admission? Therefore, the church as organized under a definable government is 
essential to the practice of the Lord's supper.  



C. The Responsibility to "assemble" on the first day of the week 

Acts 20:7 On the first day of the week, when we met to break bread... 

Heb.10:19ff, Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the 
sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us 
through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we have a great priest of 
the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith... Let 
us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting 
to meet together as is the habit of some... 

  

God's people in all ages under various covenants (administrations) have always 
been commanded to assemble for the sake of covenant renewal whereby various 
ceremonies suitable to the various covenants where administered. It is therefore 
no surprise that God's people under the new covenant continue to meet together 
albeit under the new ceremonies which presently administrate the new covenant 
"until the Lord returns." As the above scriptures exemplify, such "assembling" is 
essential to Christian discipleship and so the various "marks" of the church that 
facilitate said worship. 

  

D. The Communion of the Saints... The responsibilities of 
the flock one to another. Mutual love and service; acts of 
charity; etc. 

 Jn. 13:34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 
another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another. 

Rom. 12:10 love one another with mutual affection; outdo 
one another in showing honor. 

Gal. 5:13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and 
sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for 
self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one 
another. 

Col. 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach 
and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs to God. 

 WCF # 26.2, Saints by profession are bound to maintain an holy 
fellowship and communion in the worship of God, and in 



performing such other spiritual services as tend to their mutual 
edification; as also in relieving each other in outward things, 
according to their several abilities and necessities. Which 
communion, as God offereth opportunity, is to be extended unto 
all those who, in every place, call upon the name of the Lord Jesus. 

  

  

	  


