
Reading the Bible 
Forwards and Backwards
Session ?: Benediction Presence and Power



Table Discussion:

u How many of you find it more comfortable to leave 
worship prior to the benediction vs. say another 
element of worship? (Trick Question J)

u What would you say in the very most important issue 
to get resolved in the human journey we describe as 
“life?”   

u What would it require of God for you to be assured of 
this being a reality for you?     



Ok– Clearly to “Bless” someone is 
more than: “Bless You!” 



Or a Quaint Southernism:



A Dinner Ritual “Blessing” Perhaps? 



The “Blessing Ritual”– more than a 
”ritual”

Have	you	ever	noticed	how	big	a	deal	the	"blessing	ritual"	was	according	to	
the	Genesis	account	of	redemptive	history?		It	was	the	kind	of	thing	people		
would	kill	for	(Cain	and	Abel).		It	motivated	mothers	to	instigate	complex	
deceptions	on		behalf	of	their	favorite	child	(Jacob	and	Esau).	

Gen. 27:19 Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have 
done as you told me; now sit up and eat of my game, that your soul 
may bless me.” 
Gen. 27:26 Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come near and kiss 
me, my son.” 27So he came near and kissed him. And Isaac smelled the 
smell of his garments land blessed him and said, “See, nthe smell of my 
son is as the smell of a field that the LORD has blessed!  May God give 
you of othe dew of heaven and of the fatness of the earth and pplenty
of grain and wine. Let peoples serve you, and nations qbow down to 
you. rBe lord over your brothers, and may your mother’s sons bow 
down to you. sCursed be everyone who curses you, and blessed be 
everyone who blesses you!”



Irrevocable??  
32 His father Isaac said to him, “Who are you?” He answered, “I am 
your son, your firstborn, Esau.” 33 Then Isaac trembled very 
violently and said, “Who was it then that hunted game and brought 
it to me, and I ate it all before you came, and I have blessed him? 
Yes, and he shall be blessed.” 34 As soon as Esau heard the words of 
his father, the cried out with an exceedingly great and bitter cry 
and said to his father, “Bless me, even me also, O my father!” 35

But he said, “Your brother came deceitfully, and he has taken away 
your blessing.” 36 Esau said, u“Is he not rightly named Jacob?1 For 
he has cheated me these two times. vHe took away my birthright, 
and behold, now he has taken away my blessing.” Then he said, 
“Have you not reserved a blessing for me?” 37 Isaac answered and 
said to Esau, “Behold, wI have made him lord over you, and all his 
brothers I have given to him for servants, and xwith grain and wine 
I have sustained him. What then can I do for you, my son?” 38 Esau 
said to his father, “Have you but one blessing, my father? Bless me, 
even me also, O my father.” And tEsau lifted up his voice and wept.



Benediction Revisited: 

uRedemptive history begins with the 
first record of divine blessing in 
the creation account itself. 
uGen. 1:22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be 

fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”

uGen. 1:28, Then God blessed them, and God 
said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill 
the earth and subdue it; have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, 
and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.’’ 



Efficacious??

u The strangeness of Jacob's blessing was in the fact 
that it actually affected something in the future. 
It transacted a covenant, if not also 
memorializing it. It somehow placed God's saving 
activity into a genealogy given this Old Covenant 
context. It was both a sign and a seal, even as to 
involve a real and effectual relation between the 
two. 



Natural or Redemptive History?
u Clearly associated with a redemptive history!

u Noah: Gen. 8:17 Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all 
flesh birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth so 
that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 

u Abraham: Gen. 17:6, I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make 
nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 

u Isaac to Jacob... Gen. 28:3, May God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful 
and numerous, that you may become a company of peoples. 

u Jacob: Gen. 35:11, God said to him, “I am God Almighty: be fruitful and 
multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall come from you, and kings 
shall spring from you. 

u Joseph: Gen. 47:27, Thus Israel settled in the land of Egypt, in the region of 
Goshen; and they gained possessions in it, and were fruitful and multiplied 
exceedingly. 

u Moses: Ex. 1:7, But the Israelites were fruitful and prolific; they multiplied and 
grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with them. (c.f. Lev. 26:9) 



Consistent pattern emerges: Two Parts
NOT: 

Part 1: Go have babies (fruitful)

Part 1: Go out and work the land (Fill and subdue) 

BUT:  
Part 1: Covenant Command: “Be Fruitful and Multiply
Part 2: Temple Blessing: “Fill and Subdue” 

Note: 
1. Causal relationship between the “fill/subdue” and “fruitful/multiply” 

aspects. 
2. in each case, the “fill/subdue” language is very clearly related to securing a 

“place of divine presence.” The so called “creation mandate” is in fact a 
“temple” mandate, even as the words are closely tied to the priestly duties of 
the temple in the Old Testament.

3. It was the Old Testament equivalent of the “great commission” as was 
reiterated throughout covenant renewal contexts of redemptive history 

4. Even if it is a missional history that requires a history of temple place in so far 
as it’s success is effectually assured. 



Covenant and Temple Both 

u Covenant:  Great Commission

u OT (c.f. previous slide), Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses….

Each time “ and be fruitful and multiply on the earth” 

u NC?

“In the resulting gap a place has opened up for the Eucharistic community as a genuinely new 
entity within world history, albeit a peculiar one with its own peculiar view of the way things 
are.” He continues, “The ascension, thus becomes the climax of JesusNhistory and the 
eschatological event fulfilling all the hopes of Israel.” 

Matthew: 9 jGo therefore and kmake disciples of lall nations, jbaptizing them min2 nthe name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them oto observe all that pI
have commanded you. \

John: 



Covenant and Temple Both

u Covenant:

u OT: Aaronic Blessing

Temple dependent: (Divine presence) 

Num. 6:22 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23 “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus zyou shall bless 
the people of Israel: you shall say to them, 24 The LORD bless you and keep you;25 the LORD make his face 
to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 26 the LORD dlift up his countenance3 upon you and give you 
peace. 27 “So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.”

Dan. 9:17 Now therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of your servant and to his pleas for mercy, and for 
your own sake, O Lord,2 pmake your face to shine upon qyour sanctuary, which is desolate.

Salvific: (Redemptive) 

Psa. 67:1 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to 
shine upon us,

Psa. 80:3 Restore us,1 O God; let your face shine, that we may be 
saved!

u NT:  One Earth From Heaven

Matt 26ff.  “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood have not revealed this to you, but my 
Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound [will have been bound] in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
[will have been loosed] in heaven” (Matthew 16:15–19). 

Matt 28ff. “And behold, qI am with you always, to rthe end of the age.” 

C.f. John 20– “Blessed them…. Forgive….



Benediction Fulfillment in Heaven to Earth: 
Great Commission

u Rev. 5:9 And they sang ua new song, saying, “Worthy 
are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for 
vyou were slain, and by your blood wyou ransomed 
people for God from xevery tribe and language and 
people and nation,

u Rev. 7:9 After this I looked, and behold, ba great 
multitude that no one could number, cfrom every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
dclothed in white robes, with epalm branches in their 
hands,



Benediction Blessing Fulfilled!

Rev. 21

2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband.  3 And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying,  

“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell 
with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and 
God himself will be with them; 4 he will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and 
crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have 
passed away.”



Blessing!
u Rev. 1:3 gBlessed is the one who reads aloud the words of 

this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep 
what is written in it, hfor the time is near.

u Rev. 14:13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write 
this: dBlessed are the dead ewho die in the Lord from now 
on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, f“that they may rest 
from their labors, for their deeds follow them!”

u Rev. 16:15 (“Behold, cI am coming like a thief! dBlessed is 
the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, ethat he 
may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”)

u Rev. 19:9 And the angel said1 to me, “Write this: eBlessed
are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb.” And he said to me, f“These are the true words of 
God.”



Conclusion

u More than a wish, it is a God’s divine decree, 
backed by God’s divine power of presence,  to 
complete what God has begun in you by means of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Philip 1:6 And I am sure of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at jthe day of Jesus Christ.

u And by implication….?



The Covenantal Nature of the Bible
There was never a time in all of Redemption history when salvation was transacted apart 
from the forensic oriented Covenant of God.

u The use of the words “old” and “new” covenant respectively throughout the Bible

u Jeremiah in the old covenant context anticipates the coming of a “new covenant” (Jer.31: 31. c.f
Malachi 3:1) 

u Paul in the new covenant context references the “veil” of the old covenant that was lifted by 
Christ in the new covenant (c.f. 2Cor 3:14).  

u Paul’s he use of  “law” (nomos) for  “covenant” after the same use of “law” after the prophets  
reference to the  “book of the covenant” (Josh 24:26, Neh. 8:8, 18; Rom. 7:22, 25, 1Cor.9: 21).   

u OT:  The Hebrew word for “covenant” (berith) is used at least 289 times. 

u The word covenant is explicitly used to summarize the whole of the Genesis history in Exodus 
2:24 

u The Old Covenant “Bible” itself was called the “book of the covenant” in Exodus 24:7. 

u NT: The fulfillment motif 

u “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them.   For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, 
not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. “(Matthew 5:17-18)

u Christ the ”mediator of the new covenant” (Heb 9:15, 12:15)  



What is a Covenant?

u It is a gracious condescension by God in order to establish a 
meaningful and flourishing relationship with humanity  that is 
based on objective terms order to preserve the gracious nature 
of human redemption in relationship with God. (WCF 7.1) Think 
“Wedding Covenant” 

The distance between God and the creature is so great, that although 
reasonable creatures do owe obedience unto Him as their Creator, yet 
they could never have any fruition of Him as their blessedness and 
reward, but by some voluntary condescension on God's part, which He 
hath been pleased to express by way of covenant.

u Contractual- Ancient Treaty Form– Preamble, Historical Prologue, 
Requirements, Sanctions (Curse/Promises), Renewal Instructions, Oath 
of Covenant

u Forensic-Legal– Righteousness as before the law– one emerges as 
either Justified or Condemned by ones “righteous” standing under the 
law



The Temple As An 
Essential Element in Salvation: OT Context

There was never a time in all of redemptive history when salvation was not 
transacted apart from divine presence as mediated through the temple presence 
of God—The Word fleshed out as the mediatorial presence of God in the midst of 
us! 

Old Testament Summary: 
Salvation history was accomplished with such words as “dwelling place” and 
“tabernacle,” whereby God manifested his saving presence to his people. (Cf. 
Gen. 15; 26:24; Exod. 29:42; Deut. 12:5; Lev. 22:3; Ps.76.2; Num. 35:34). The 
description, God “in the midst of us” (Ps 49) was the single most coveted reality, 
even as “excommunication” (“out from my presence”) was the most feared curse 
(Gen.3) 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.

The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress  (Ps 46)



The Essential Element of God’s 
Saving “Presence” in Exodus

“The centerpiece of its theological unity is the theology of 
Yahweh’s presence with and in the midst of his people Israel!” 

(John Durham, “Exodus,” Word Biblical Commentary )

u God’s revelation to Moses was established by God’s presence Ex.3:6, 4:5

u The basis of Moses’ confidence was based upon God’s promise of presence
u Ex. 3:12 He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, 

that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall 
serve God on this mountain.”

u Ex. 33:14. And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you 
rest.” 15 And he said to him, “If your presence will not go with me, do not 
bring us up from here.

u God’s saving power was directly related to  the “Glory-Spirit” of God’s 
tabernacle presence that led Israel through the wilderness.
u Ex. 40:34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the 

LORD filled the tabernacle.

u God’s presence was at the center of the elaborate instructions for worship. 
Ex. 25-31



Covenant and Temple Compared
u The Nature of Redemption

u Covenant: Contract/ Paradigm/Legal/Objective Grace

u Temple: Presence/Power/Affectual/Subjective Grace

u The Knowledge of God and Salvation: 

u Covenant:  Epistemology of Proclamation

u Temple: Epistemology of Participation 

u Evangelism:  
u Covenant: Declaration/Preaching/Reasoning/Objective

u Temple:  Presence/Participation/Experience/Subjective

u Conversion: Acts 2… “Repent and by baptised…”
u Covenant:  Law/Word/Light==Profession of Faith

u Temple: Presence/Power/Heat- Baptism (note

u Love in Sanctification

u Covenant: Agape

u Temple: Eros



Conclusion


