
Reading the Bible 
Forwards and Backwards
Session 3: Temple Presence- The HEAT and 

POWER of Salvation History



Table Discussion:

u How would you convince a skeptical friend that they 
should join a church?  Is there anything about the 
church that can’t be experienced through various 
other means of Christian fellowship?  

u Do you think the church is an essential element of 
the gospel?  Can you be saved outside the church? 

u How would lead a person to Christ and Christian 
Conversion?   



The Temple As An 
Essential Element in Salvation: OT Context

There was never a time in all of redemptive history when salvation was not 
transacted apart from divine presence as mediated through the temple presence 
of God—The Word fleshed out as the mediatorial presence of God in the midst of 
us! 

Old Testament Summary: 
Salvation history was accomplished with such words as “dwelling place” and 
“tabernacle,” whereby God manifested his saving presence to his people. (Cf. 
Gen. 15; 26:24; Exod. 29:42; Deut. 12:5; Lev. 22:3; Ps.76.2; Num. 35:34). The 
description, God “in the midst of us” (Ps 49) was the single most coveted reality, 
even as “excommunication” (“out from my presence”) was the most feared curse 
(Gen.3) 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.

The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress  (Ps 46)



Temple Presence From Beginning To End: 
“Temple Eden”

u The repeated use of “dome” to describe the heavens is the same term associated with God’s 
temple sanctuary in Psalms 150. 

u Isaiah described God as a great architect-artist who created the world as a place for His 
habitation(Isa. 45:18). 

u After the effortless fiat description of God’s work in creation, Sabbath rest is not a description of 
God “resting” but  fits the image of Isaiah 66:1, where after identifying heaven and earth as 
God’s “throne-room” the same word “shabbath” for “rest” in Genesis 2 is repeated as 
synonymous with God’s presence in worship.  Likewise, in Psalms. 132, God’s “resting place” is 
described as God’s “dwelling place” and the place where we are to worship him at his footstool.”

u The cherubim with the flaming swords in Genesis 3:24 charged with guarding  the entrance back 
into the Edenic presence of God is the same exact image placed on the curtain that as to guard 
entrance back into holy of holies in the temple (Ex.26:1).

u The curse that was enacted against fallen humanity is stated in terms of being excommunicated 
from “before the face of God” as was also used concerning the temple(Gen.3:8, c.f. Lev.23:3).  

u Humanity was driven from out of the east side of the garden, the very same direction facing the 
entrance to the Mosaic temple!

u Human vocation in “the image of God” in Genesis 1:27-28 such as to “fill the earth and subdue 
it” is the   same language used to describe the priestly vocation regarding the temple.   



Temple Presence During the 
Patriarchal Era:  Bethel 

u Bethel as the “House of God” (Gen.12:8-9, 28:10-18, 
31:13)

Jacob:  “Surely the LORD is in this place” and “how awesome is this 
place! This is none other than the house of God, even the gate of 
heaven.” 

u God identifies Himself with His temple presence at 
Bethel: “I am the God of Bethel” (Gen.31:13).   

u God directed His people to Bethel for the purpose of 
finding salvation by means of covenant execution and 
renewal according to Genesis.35:1ff.



The Essential Element of God’s 
Saving “Presence” in Exodus

“The centerpiece of its theological unity is the theology of 
Yahweh’s presence with and in the midst of his people Israel!” 

(John Durham, “Exodus,” Word Biblical Commentary )

u God’s revelation to Moses was established by God’s presence Ex.3:6, 4:5

u The basis of Moses’ confidence was based upon God’s promise of presence
u Ex. 3:12 He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, 

that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall 
serve God on this mountain.”

u Ex. 33:14. And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you 
rest.” 15 And he said to him, “If your presence will not go with me, do not 
bring us up from here.

u God’s saving power was directly related to  the “Glory-Spirit” of God’s 
tabernacle presence that led Israel through the wilderness.
u Ex. 40:34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the 

LORD filled the tabernacle.

u God’s presence was at the center of the elaborate instructions for worship. 
Ex. 25-31



The Temple As An 
Essential Element in Salvation: NT Context

Paul dares to assert the community is the place where God dwells. "Do 
you not know," he asks, "that you [plural] are God's temple and that 
God's Spirit dwells in you [plural]?"(1 Cor. 3:16)… the force of Paul's 
audacious metaphor [is that] the apostolically founded community takes 
the place of the Jerusalem temple as the place where the glory of God 
resides. 

Richard Hayes, Eccesiology and Ethics in 1Corinthians 

NT Summary:  
The Gospel according to Paul is not a transition from temple presence to 
“no temple presence.” Rather Christ is introduced as God “tabernacled” 
among us, even as Christ’s ascension ministry is defined by Christ “filling 
all in all” vis-à-vis that temple built upon the apostolic foundation with 
Christ as the cornerstone (Eph. 2:11ff). Like in the OT, and throughout 
the New Covenant, words like “temple” and “tabernacle” and “dwelling 
place” describe God’s saving presence as pertaining to the “household of 
God” or “the church of the living God.” (c.f. Eph. 2:18-22, Rev. 21:3) 



Temple Focused Great Commission 
in John’s Gospel

u Temple Benediction: Peace be with you.”
u Temple Commission:. “As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 

u Remember how the Father sent the Son in 1:14—as “the word become flesh and templed
among hou.” 

u Temple Power: 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 
u “As far back as the first chapter of John at the occasion of Christ’s baptism, there is the 

promise that Christ will baptize with the Holy Spirit (vs. 33). “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

u Temple Absolution 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 
u e.g. John’s version of Mt 16: 18I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

u The Promise of Temple Formation (House with many room) Fulfilled at Pentecost: 
u 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 

prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am 
going.”

u “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer 
see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.   On that day you will know 
that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you”... “If anyone loves me, he will keep my 
word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 
(Jn. 14:18-23). 



Ascension Temple Fulfilled in Church 

u Covenant:  Eph 1:3-14, 2:1-10
u 4 he chose us in him [Christ] before the foundation of the world, 
u 5 he predestined us for adoption as sons 
u 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 

the riches of his grace,
u 11. In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose 

of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will,
u 13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 

u 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

u Temple:: Eph. 1:15-23, 2:11-
u 15 For this reason… in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him,
u 18 eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know 
u 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the 

working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead 
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,

u 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 
church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

u 2:18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no 
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 
God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.



Heaven to Earth In Revelation:
The Consummation of Temple Presence

Rev. 21

2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband.  3 And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying,  

“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell 
with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and 
God himself will be with them; 4 he will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and 
crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have 
passed away.”



Temple Presence Explained

The spirit operates by creating out of the word a body that St. Paul 
calls the Body of Christ… It is the sphere where through the presence 
of the Spirit the salvation-events of the birth, life, death, 
resurrection and ascension are operative here and now in history, the 
sphere wherever within the old creation the new creation has broken 
in with power. Thomas Torrance

Then let us rejoice and give thanks that we are made not only 
Christians, but Christ. Do you understand, brothers, and apprehend 
the grace of God upon us? Marvel, be glad, we are made Christ. For 
if he is the head, we are the members: the whole man is he and 
we... The fullness of Christ, then, is head and members. Head and 
members, what is that? Christ and the Church. Augustine

“Beyond the pale of the Church, no forgiveness of sins, no salvation, 
can be hoped for ... the paternal favor of God and the special 
evidence of spiritual life are confined to his peculiar people, and 
hence the abandonment of the Church is always fatal?”John Calvin



Covenant and Temple Compared
u The Nature of Redemption

u Covenant: Contract/ Paradigm/Legal/Objective Grace

u Temple: Presence/Power/Affectual/Subjective Grace

u The Knowledge of God and Salvation: 

u Covenant:  Epistemology of Proclamation

u Temple: Epistemology of Participation 

u Evangelism:  
u Covenant: Declaration/Preaching/Reasoning/Objective

u Temple:  Presence/Participation/Experience/Subjective

u Conversion: Acts 2… “Repent and by baptised…”
u Covenant:  Law/Word/Light==Profession of Faith

u Temple: Presence/Power/Heat- Baptism (note

u Love in Sanctification

u Covenant: Agape

u Temple: Eros



“Either/Or?”  Or “Both/And?”
u What happens at the Lord’s Supper?   (hint: 1 Cor 10:19 

“participation/koinonia) 
u Covenant-Sign
u Temple- Seal

u What Happens at Baptism (hint: Titus 3:5, c.f. 1 Peter 3:21)
u Covenant: Sign
u Temple:  Seal

u What Happens in a Sermon (Hint Romans 10:6-10)
u Covenant- Sign
u Temple- Seal

u Is the church an essential element of the gospel (Hint: Eph. 1:22-23) 
u Covenant– Head/Divine Law (By divine command paradigm) 
u Temple: Body/Divine Participation (by divine presence/power)

u Is the church a-global or local entity? Hint 1 Cor 1:2 c.f. 2 Cor 1:1 
u Covenant: ?
u Temple:?



The church, just being the church, is 
sacramental by her very nature!  

u We acknowledge without any circumlocution that the flesh of Christ, is life-giving, not 
only because once in it our salvation was obtained; but because now we being united to 
him in sacred union, it breathes life into us... because being by the power of the Spirit 
engrafted into the body of Christ, we have a common life with him; fore from the hidden 
fountain of divinity life is, in a wonderful way, infused into the flesh of Christ and thence 
flows out to us...” Christ is absent from us as to the body; by his Spirit, however dwelling 
in us, he so lifts us to himself in heaven, that he transfuses the life-giving vigor of his 
flesh into us, as we grow by vital heat of the sun.”    

John Calvin, (Quoted by C.Hodge) 
u We expect salvation from him — not because he stands aloof from us, but because 

engrafting us into his body he not only makes us partakers of all his benefits, but also of 
himself... you become a member of him, and hence one with him... It will never do to 
separate Christ from neither us, nor us from him; but we must, with both hands, keep 
firm hold of that alliance by which he has riveted us to himself. ... That Christ is not 
external to us, but dwells in us; and not only unites us to himself by an undivided bond of 
fellowship, but by a wondrous communion brings us daily into closer connection, until he 
becomes altogether one with us.

John Calvin, Institutes, 
u Conclusion: 
u Salvation requires more than forensic atonement, but also a living union with Christ in 

order to attain a new order of existence... Christ, by overcoming the chasm between the 
human and divine, manifested his life in the mundane. 



Conclusion

Salvation requires more than 
forensic atonement, but also a 
living union with Christ in order to 
attain a new order of existence... 
Christ, by overcoming the chasm 
between the human and divine, 
manifested his life in the mundane. 

Brooks Holifield about Calvin and Nevin


