
 

 

Sermon III- Jonathan Edwards 
“The Greatest Performances or Sufferings in Vain Without Charity” 

 
  If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, 

but have not love, I gain nothing  - I Corinthians 13:3 
 

What are some of the reasons that people sacrifice for others? 
 
“Men are ready to make much of what they do, but more of what they 

suffer.  They are ready to think it a great thing when they put 
themselves out of their way, or at great expense or suffering, for their 
religion.  The apostle here mentions a suffering of the most extreme 
kind, suffering even to death, and that one of the most terrible forms 
of death, and says that even this is nothing without charity” 

 
DOCTRINE:  “That all men can do, and all that they can suffer, can never 

make up for the want of Christian love in the heart” 
 

I.  There may be great performances, and so there may be great 
sufferings, without sincere Christian love in the heart 

Acts 4:32-5:10   
Luke 18:9-14 
 

What makes suffering for Christ different from any other type of 
suffering? 
 

II. Whatever man may do or suffer, they cannot, by all their 
performances and sufferings, make up for the want of sincere 
love in the heart 
1. It is not the external work done, or the suffering endured, that 

is, in itself, worth anything in the sight of God 
 Psalm 50:7-15 
Isaiah 1:11 

“The motions and exercise of the body, or anything that may 
be done by it, if considered separately from the heart- the 
inward part of the man- is of no more consequence or worth in 
the sight of God than the motions of anything without 



 

 

life…We often stand in need of external good things, and 
therefore such things, offered or given to us, may and do a 
have a value to us, in themselves considered.  But God stands 
in need of nothing.  He is all-sufficient in himself.” 
 
“And therefore he sees our actions, and all our conduct, not 
merely as the external motions of a machine, but as the 
actions of rational, intelligent creatures, and voluntary free 
agents; and therefore there can be, in his estimation, no 
excellence or amiableness in anything we can do, if the heart 
be not right with him.” 
“We sometimes may need that our fellow-men, our friends and 
neighbors, should suffer for us, and should help us to bear our 
burdens, and put themselves to inconvenience for our sake. 
But God stands in no such need of us, and therefore our 
sufferings are not acceptable to him, considered merely as 
sufferings endured by us; and are of no account apart from 
the motive that leads us to endure them.” 
 

2. Whatever is done or suffered, yet if the heart is withheld from 
God, there is nothing really given to him 
 
“Harps and cymbals, and other instruments of music, were of 
old made use of in praising God in the temple and elsewhere.  
But these lifeless instruments could not be said to give praise 
to God, because they had not thought, nor understanding, or 
will, or heart, to give value to their pleasant sounds.  And so, 
though a man has a heart, and an understanding, and a will, 
yet if, when he gives anything to God, he gives it without his 
heart, there is no more truly given to God than is given by the 
instrument of music.” 
 
“He that has no sincerity in his heart, has no real respect to 
God in what he seems to give, or in all his performances or 
sufferings, and therefore God is not his great end in what he 
does or gives.  What is given, is given to that which the 
individual makes his great end in giving.  If his end be only 



 

 

himself, then it is given only to himself, and not to God; and if 
his aim be his own honour or ease, or worldly profit, then the 
gift is but an offering to these things.  The gift is an offering 
to him to whom the giver’s heart devotes, and for whom he 
designs it.  It is the aim of the heart that makes the reality of 
the gift; and if the sincere aim of the heart be not to God, 
then there is in reality nothing given to him, no matter what is 
performed or suffered.  So that it would be a great absurdity 
to suppose that anything that can be offered or given to God, 
can make up for the absence of love in the heart to him, for 
without this nothing is truly given, and the seeming gift is but 
mockery of the Most High” 
 

3. From the fact, that this love or charity is the sum of all that 
God requires of us…it is absurd to suppose that anything can 
make up for the want of that which is the sum of all that God 
requires. 
“Charity or love is something that has its seat in the heart, 
and in which, as we have seen, consists all that is saving and 
distinguishing in Christian character.  This love it is of which 
our Saviour speaks as the sum of all required in the two tables 
of the law, and which the apostle declares is the fulfilling of 
the law; and how can we make up for the defect, when, by 
withholding it, we do  in effect withhold the sum-total of all 
that God requires of us?  It would be absurd to suppose that 
we can make up for one thing that is required by offering 
another that is required – that we can make up for one debt 
by paying another.  But it is still more absurd to suppose that 
we can make up for the whole debt without paying anything, 
but by continuing still to withhold all that is required” 
 

4. If we make a great show of respect and love to God, in the 
outward actions, while there is no sincerity in the heart, it is 
but hypocrisy and practical lying unto the Holy One 

Psalms 78:32-36   
5. Whatever may be done or suffered, or if there be no sincerity 

in the heart, it is all but an offering to some idol 



 

 

APPLICATION: 
1. Self Examination 

“Doubtless, if we examine ourselves, we may see much of hypocrisy.  
But is there any sincerity?  God abominates the greatest things 
without sincerity, but he accepts of and delights in little things 
when they spring from sincere love to himself.” 
 
There are four things that belong to the nature of sincerity: 
a. Truth  

Psalm 51:6   
“If in your outward actions, there is an appearance or show of 
respect to God, inquire if it be only external, or if it be sincerely 
felt in your heart; for without real love or charity you are 
nothing.” 

b. Freedom 
“On this account especially the obedience of Christians I called, 
filial, or obedience of children, because it is an ingenuous, free 
obedience, and not legal, slavish, and forced, but that which is 
performed from love and with delight.  God is chosen for his own 
sake.  Christ is chosen and followed because his is loved, and the 
soul rejoices in it, finding its duties the highest happiness and 
delight.  Examine yourself faithfully on this point, whether or no 
this spirit is yours.” 



 

 

 

c. Integrity 
I Chronicles 29:14, 16-18 

“The word signifies wholeness, intimating that where this 
sincerity exits, God is sought, and religion is chosen and 
embraced with the whole heart, and adhered to with the whole 
soul…The whole man is renewed.  The whole body and soul and 
spirit are sanctified. Every member is yielded to the obedience of 
Christ.  All the parts of the new creature are brought into 
subjection to his will.  The seeds of all holy dispositions are 
implanted in the soul, and they will more and more bear fruit in 
the performance of duty and for the glory of God.” 

d. Purity 
“The word sincere often signifies pure. So in 1 Peter 2:2 – “as 
new-born babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby;” i.e. pure unmixed unadulterated…The apostle Paul 
compares sin to a body of death, or a dead body, which of all 
things is most polluting and defiling, while holiness is spoken of 
as purity, and holy pleasures as pure pleasures, and the saints in 
heaven as without spot before the throne of God.” 
 

2. Convince those who are still in an unregenerate state, of their lost 
condition 
“If it be indeed so, that by all you can either do or suffer, you 
cannot make up for the want of a holy, sincere principle of love in 
your heart, then it will follow that you are in an undone condition till 
you have obtained God’s regenerating grace to renew a right spirit 
within you; and that, do what you will, or undergo and suffer what 
you will, you cannot be delivered from your wickedness without the 
converting grace of God.” 

 
 “Rest, then, on nothing that you have done or suffered, or that you 
can do or suffer; but rest on Christ.  Let your heart be filled with 
sincere love to him; and then, at the last great day, he will own you 
as his follower and as his friend.” 

 



 

 

3. Exhorts all, earnestly to cherish sincere Christian love in their heart 
 
“If it be so, that this is of such great and absolute necessity, then 
let it be the one great thing that you seek.  Seek it with diligence 
and prayer; and seek it of God, and not of yourself.  He only can 
bestow it.” 

 
What would it take for us to be more willing to sacrifice and/or suffer on 

behalf of Christ? 
 

How do we encourage and challenge one another to cherish this type of 
Christian love? 


