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Welcome and Introduction

Homily:
Rev. Preston Graham

Genesis 1:1-3
1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and
void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over

the face of the waters. 3 And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.
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FIRST LESSON
Reading:

ISAIAH 9:2, 6-7 | Johnny Sheldon

O COME, O COME EMMANUEL #194

Choir:
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel
Shall come to thee O Israel

O come, thou Bright and Morning Star, and bring us comfort from afar!
Dispel the shadows of the night, and turn our darkness into light.

Refrain

Congregation:
O come thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh

To us the path of knowledge show, and cause us in her ways to go
Refrain

O come, thou King of nations, bind, in one the hearts of all mankind.
Bid all our sad divisions cease, and be yourself our King of Peace

Refrain
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SECOND LESSON
Reading:

ISAIAH 11:1-9 | Pete Morse

LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING #221

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming, from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as men of old have sung.
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter,

When half spent was the night.

Isaiah ’twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.

To show God’s love aright, she bore to men a Savior,
When half spent was the night.

This Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor the darkness everywhere;

True Man, yet very God, from sin and death He saves us,
And lightens every load.
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THIRD LESSON
Reading:

MATTHEW 1:18-23 | Wren Slaughter

COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art,

Dear Desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart.

Come to earth to taste our sadness, he whose glories knew no end;
By his life he brings us gladness, our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend.

Leaving riches without number, born within a cattle stall;
This is everlasting wonder, Christ was born the Lord of all.

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king,
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all-sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.
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FOURTH LESSON
Reading:

LUKE 2:1-7 | Rachel Phinney

SILENT NIGHT #210

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and Child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light;
Radiant beams from Thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Silent night, holy night wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, alleluia to our King;

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!
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FIFTH LESSON
Reading:

LUKE 2:8-18 | Catherine Con Morse

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH

Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o'er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains

Refrain:
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?

Say what may the tidings be
Which inspire your heav'nly song?

Refrain

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing

Come adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King

Refrain
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SIXTH LESSON
Reading:

MATTHEW 2:1-11 | Meredith Wyse

WE THREE KINGS

We three kings of Orient are
Bearing gifts we traverse afar

Field and fountain moor and mountain
Following yonder star

O star of wonder star of night
Star with royal beauty bright

Westward leading still proceeding
Guide us to Thy perfect light

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain
Gold I bring to crown Him again

King forever ceasing never
Over us all to reign

Frankincense to offer have I
Incense owns a Deity nigh

Prayer and praising all men raising
Worship Him God on high

Myrrh is mine its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom
Sorrowing sighing bleeding dying

Sealed in the stone cold tomb

Glorious now behold Him arise
King and God and sacrifice

Alleluia alleluia
Peals through the earth and skies
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SEVENTH LESSON
Reading:

LUKE 2:25-32 | Ani Rushane

Confession of Faith (Heidelberg c. 1563)

Q. 35. What is the meaning of these words "He was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of
the virgin Mary"?

A. That God's eternal Son, who is, and continues true and eternal God, took
upon him the very nature of man, of the flesh and blood of the virgin Mary, by
the operation of the Holy Ghost; that he might also be the true seed of David,

like unto his brethren in all things, sin excepted.

Q. 36. What profit dost thou receive by Christ's holy conception and nativity?
A. That he is our Mediator; and with His innocence and perfect holiness,
covers in the sight of God, my sins, wherein I was conceived and brought

forth.

Moment of Silence to Reflect on Christ’s Salvation
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DAWNING LIGHT OF OUR SALVATION

Long in darkness Israel wandered;
Long in mortal shadows, we

Walked in bondage and self-pity,
Trod in paths of sin and grief.

In the prophets’ words He told us,
Long the God of Israel spoke;

He alone in strength would save us
From the hands of all our foes.

Refrain:
Every valley be exalted!

Every mountain be made plane!
Crooked ways repent and straighten;

All creation bend in praise!

He shall raise a mighty Savior;
Born of David’s lineage, He

Comes in cov’nant love to claim us
From our sins to set us free.

Light to those who dwell in darkness
Life to those from death who flee
Joy unto the earth, and gladness,

To your pathways dawning peace!
Refrain
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EIGHTH LESSON
Reading:

JOHN 1:1-17 | John Wyse

Choir: It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:

“Peace on the earth, good will to men,
from heaven's all gracious King”;

the world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.

And ye, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are bending low,
who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow,

Look now! for glad and golden hours
come swiftly on the wing:

O rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing.
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NINTH LESSON

Reading: JOHN 17:1-5 | Sara-Joy Liebig

Invitation

2 Corinthians 4:5-6
5For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your

servants for Jesus' sake. 6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Video: The Final Christmas Morning
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Joy to the world
Joy to the world, the Lord is come

Let earth receive her King
Let every heart prepare Him room

And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing

And heav’n, and heav'n and nature sing

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy

No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found
Far as the curse is found

Far as, far as the curse is found

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love

And wonders, wonders of His love
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RECEPTION

If you are joining us in person,
please stay for festive fellowship outside around our fire-pits,

and inside around the building.
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CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
135 Whitney Ave, New Haven, CT

You are invited to worship with us on Sundays!
Sunday Worship Service at 10:30AM

www.cpcnewhaven.org
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