
 

 

 
01.13.21 Service of Prayers and Communion 

Christ Presbyterian Church 
 
 
Beginning centuries ago, monastic communities gathered in the evening to 
“complete” the day by observing a worship service that weaves together songs, 
prayers, Scriptural reflections, and Communion. In that spirit, we hope to enter God’s 
presence with others from around our city to experience Compline. Each night we will 
celebrate the central Christian feast of the Lord’s Table. All are welcome to join us in 
the middle of the week as we take refuge in the riches of God’s grace in Christ. 
 

 
Prelude & Heart Preparation 

 

 

Leader: 
 
 

Where shall I go from your Spirit? 
Or where shall I flee from your presence? 
If I say,  “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
and the light about me be night,” 
even the darkness is not dark to you; 
the night is bright as the day, 
for darkness is as light with you.  
(Psalm 139:7, 11-12) 



 
Prayers of Praise 

:: Song Of Praise: Holy Holy Holy 
 
Holy, holy, holy 
Lord God Almighty 
Early in the morning 
Our song shall rise to thee 
Holy, holy, holy 
Merciful and mighty 
God in three Persons 
Blessed Trinity 
 
Holy, holy, holy 
All the saints adore thee 
Casting down their golden crowns 
Around the glassy sea 
Cherubim and seraphim 
Falling down before thee 
Who was and is and 
Evermore shall be 
 
Holy, holy, holy 
Though the darkness hide thee 
Though the eyes of sinful man 
Thy glory may not see 
Only thou art holy 
There is none beside thee 
Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity 
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Leader:  Open our lips, Lord, and our mouths shall proclaim your praise!  

All Sing:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: As it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
 Amen. 
 
Individual prayers of praise may be offered.  
 



Holy, holy, holy 
Lord God Almighty 
All thy works shall praise thy name 
In earth and sky and sea 
Holy, holy, holy 
Merciful and mighty 
God in three Persons 
Blessed Trinity 

 
Words by Robert Robinson. Tune: Nettleton, by Asahel Nettleton, 1825.. 
 

 
Confession of Sin & Promise of Grace 

 
:: Private Meditation of Confession 
And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and 
the house was filled with smoke. And I said: 
 
Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst 
of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!  
 
 
:: Hear the Promise of Grace 
Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he 
had taken with tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, 
this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 

Isaiah 6:6-7  
 
:: Sursum Corda 
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Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts! 
All: We lift them up to the Lord! 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
 



:: Song of Thanksgiving:  We Are Not Overcome 

 
Flesh will fail; bones will break 
Thieves will steal; the earth will shake 
Night will fall; the light will fade 
The Lord will give and take away 
 
Put no trust in the earth 
In the sod you stand upon 
Flowers fade into dust 
The Lord will make a place for us 
 
Chorus 
Because of His great love 
We are not overcome 
(repeat) 
 
Have no fear for your life 
Turn your cheek; turn your cheek 
Bear the yoke of love and death 
The Lord will give all life and breath 
 
Chorus (2x) 
 
“We are not Overcome” Words and music by Isaac Wardell & Robert Heiskell ©2012 Bifrost Arts Music CCLI License 
#11310711 
 

 
Scripture Reading & Commentary 

Reading: Isaiah 6:1-13 
 
Vocal Meditation :: Commentary :: Instrumental Meditation 
 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
From all evil and wickedness; from sin; from the crafts and assaults of the devil; 
and from everlasting damnation, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 
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From lightning and tempest; from earthquake, fire, and flood; from plague, 
pestilence, and famine, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 
  
From all oppression, conspiracy, and rebellion; from violence, battle, and murder, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 
  
That it may please thee to send forth laborers into thy harvest, and to draw all 
mankind into thy kingdom, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
  
That it may please thee to give to all people increase of grace to hear and receive 
thy Word, and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
  
That it may please thee so to rule the hearts of thy servants, all elected officials 
and all those in authority, that they may do justice, and love mercy, and walk in 
the ways of truth, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
  
That it may please thee to make wars to cease in all the world; to give to all 
nations unity, peace, and concord; and to bestow freedom upon all peoples, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, Have mercy upon us. 
 
:: Prayer 

A time of public and silent offerings of prayer as desired.  

The Feast of Our Lord 

:: Words of Institution 
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Leader: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Leader: Alleluia. Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed, once for all upon the 
cross. 

All: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 



 
:: Confession of Faith: (Heidelberg Catechism #1) 

 
:: Distribution 

Communion is served to all who have professed personal faith in Christ and 
are members of any Christian church. 

 
:: Prayers for Those Not Communing 

Prayer for those searching: Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need 
to have, the more I am loved, the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I 
need to achieve. Nothing seems to satisfy me. “Nothing tastes.” Could it be, as someone 
once said, that “Our hearts are restless until they find their rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is 
true, and if as the Bible teaches there is life and life eternal in Christ alone, please guide 
me to Him. Open me to the reality of the One who alone can satisfy my restless heart. Give 
me the courage to believe that which I cannot see but can understand, feel and touch 
through the Word, sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, please help me 
in my unbelief! Amen. 

 
Prayer for belief: Lord God, I now see that I am weaker and more flawed than I ever before 
believed, but in Christ, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. Even as I 
have not loved You or my neighbor with all of my heart, You have shown Your love for me 
in that while I am still sinning, Christ died for me and took upon Himself the condemnation 
that I deserve. I now know that You owe me nothing for my efforts, but You offer 
acceptance, love and blessing into all eternity because of Christ’s efforts on my behalf. I 
therefore ask that You would enable me to turn away from trusting in my own efforts to 
gain Your acceptance and forgiveness, and trust in the perfectly righteous efforts of Christ 
on my behalf in order to be accepted by You and entered into Your holy family. And just 
as You raised Christ from the dead, so too I ask that You would give me a new life in Christ, 
one that will lead eventually to Heaven itself. Thank you for Christ, and the power of the 
Holy Spirit to believe in Him alone for my salvation. And as You have called us to follow 
You in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship in Your church, grant that I may take 
the necessary steps to be one with Your people, and live in the fullness of Your Spirit. 
Amen.  
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Leader: What is your only comfort in life and death? 
All: That I, with body and soul, both in life and death, am not my own, but 

belong to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ, who with His precious blood 
has fully paid for all my sins, and delivered me from all the power of the 
devil, and so preserves me that without the will of my heavenly Father 
not a hair can fall from my head; moreover, that all things must work 
together for my salvation, and by His Holy Spirit, Christ  also assures me 
of eternal life, and makes me heartily willing and ready, henceforth, to 
live for Him. 



 

  Prayers of Coronation 
:: Song of Coronation: All the Poor and Powerless 
 

All the poor and powerless 
And all the lost and lonely 
And all the thieves will come confess 
And know that You are holy 
And know that You are holy 
 

And all will sing out 
Hallelujah 
And we will cry out 
Hallelujah 

 
All the hearts who are content 
And all who feel unworthy 
And all who hurt with nothing left 
Will know that You are holy 
 

Chorus [x2] 
 
Shout it 
Go on and scream it from the mountains 
Go on and tell it to the masses 
That He is God 
[x2] 
 

Chorus [x2] 
 
 

CCLI Song # 5881130. Leslie Jordan | David Leonard. © 2011 Integrity’s Alleluia! Music | Integrity’s Praise! Music.  
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Benediction 

 
Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 
and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for 
all, as we do for you, so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness 
before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

(I Thessalonians 3:11-13) 
 

 
Collect 

Lord, be our light 
when shadows are failing 
Lord, be our light 
 when trouble is near 
Lord, be our light 
as we watch and wait for the dawning of your new creation;  
through Jesus Christ our Savior 
Amen.  

 
 

 
Postlude 
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