
04.07.21 Service of Prayers and Communion
Christ Presbyterian Church

Beginning centuries ago, monastic communities gathered in the evening to
“complete” the day by observing a worship service that weaves together songs,
prayers, Scriptural reflections, and Communion. In that spirit, we hope to enter God’s
presence with others from around our city to experience Compline. Each night we will
celebrate the central Christian feast of the Lord’s Table. All are welcome to join us in
the middle of the week as we take refuge in the riches of God’s grace in Christ.



Prelude & Heart Preparation

Leader:
People
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Stay with us Lord,
for it is evening and the day is almost over (Luke 24:29)
You are my lamp, O Lord,
my God lightens my darkness
This God is my strong refuge
and has made my way safe. (2 Sam. 22:29-33)

A season of silent meditation

Prayers of Praise

Leader: Open our lips, Lord, and our mouths shall proclaim your praise!
People
Sing:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: As it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.

Leader: O depth of wealth, wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are God’s judgements, how untraceable are God’s
ways! The source, guide and goal of all that is, to God be glory
forever! (Romans 11:33, 36)

:: Song of Praise: HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (#100)

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, Holy, Holy! All the saints adore thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
Who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.

Holy, Holy, Holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,
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Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee
Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity.

Individual prayers of praise may be offered.

Confession of Sin & Promise of Grace

:: Private Meditation of Confession

Leader:  Our help is in the Name of the Lord;

People    The maker of heaven and earth.

Leader: We humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. Jesus said: "If you
love me, you will keep my commandments.”

People:  Eternal God, we confess that we have failed to be an obedient
people: we have not done your will; we have broken your law.

Leader: Jesus said: "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind” and “you shall love your neighbor
as yourself.”

People:  We have rebelled against your love; we have not loved our
neighbors; we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Confess Privately:

The Promise of Grace
Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right
hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Romans 8:33-34

:: Sursum Corda
Leader: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.
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Leader: Lift up your hearts!
All: We lift them up to the Lord!

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

:: Song of Thanksgiving: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Come thou fount of every blessing
Tune my heart to sing thy grace
Streams of mercy never ceasing
Call for songs of loudest praise
Teach me some melodious sonnet
Sung by flaming tongues above
Praise the mount; I’m fixed upon it
Mount of God’s unchanging love

Here I raise my Ebenezer
Hither by thy help I’m come
And I hope by thy good pleasure
Safely to arrive at home
Jesus sought me when a stranger
Wandering from the fold of God
He to rescue me from danger
Interposed his precious blood

Scripture Reading & Commentary
:: Reading: John 14:15-27
Selected Passage From the Evening Service of The Daily Lectionary published by the Presbyterian
Church (USA). You may find the text at esvonline.org or with ESV Bible app.

:: Instrumental Meditation :: Commentary :: Instrumental Meditation

3



Prayers of Intercession

Leader: Leader: My prayers rise before you as incense O Lord.
(Psalm 141:2)

People: The lifting of my hands as an evening sacrifice
Leader: God of glory, we praise you for your presence in our lives, and for

all goodness that you shower upon your children in Jesus Christ.
Especially we thank you for:

Individual prayers of thanksgiving may be offered
Leader: God of Mercy, especially we pray for:

In a word or short phrase, you may voice your prayers of
intercession  to God at this time.

The Feast of Our Lord

:: Words of Institution

:: Confession of Faith:
Leader:  Christians, what do you believe?
All:   I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there He will come to judge
the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic†
Church, the Communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Apostles' Creed) †That is, the true Christian church of all times and
all places.

:: Distribution
Communion is served to all who have professed personal faith in Christ and
are members of any Christian church.
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:: Prayers for Those Not Communing
Prayer for those searching: Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need
to have, the more I am loved, the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I
need to achieve. Nothing seems to satisfy me. “Nothing tastes.” Could it be, as someone
once said, that “Our hearts are restless until they find their rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is
true, and if as the Bible teaches there is life and life eternal in Christ alone, please guide
me to Him. Open me to the reality of the One who alone can satisfy my restless heart. Give
me the courage to believe that which I cannot see but can understand, feel and touch
through the Word, sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, please help me in
my unbelief! Amen.

Prayer for belief: Lord God, I now see that I am weaker and more flawed than I ever before
believed, but in Christ, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. Even as I
have not loved You or my neighbor with all of my heart, You have shown Your love for me
in that while I am still sinning, Christ died for me and took upon Himself the condemnation
that I deserve. I now know that You owe me nothing for my efforts, but You offer
acceptance, love and blessing into all eternity because of Christ’s efforts on my behalf. I
therefore ask that You would enable me to turn away from trusting in my own efforts to
gain Your acceptance and forgiveness, and trust in the perfectly righteous efforts of Christ
on my behalf in order to be accepted by You and entered into Your holy family. And just as
You raised Christ from the dead, so too I ask that You would give me a new life in Christ,
one that will lead eventually to Heaven itself. Thank you for Christ, and the power of the
Holy Spirit to believe in Him alone for my salvation. And as You have called us to follow
You in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship in Your church, grant that I may take
the necessary steps to be one with Your people, and live in the fullness of Your Spirit.
Amen.

Prayers of Coronation
:: Song of Coronation: AMAZING GRACE

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see.

Thro’ many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come;
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me, his Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be, as long as life endures.
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Benediction

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Rom. 15:13

Conclusion

:: Collect

Lord, be our light
when shadows are failing
Lord, be our light
when trouble is near
Lord, be our light
as we watch and wait for the dawning of your new creation;
through Jesus Christ our Savior
Amen.

Postlude
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