
11.17.21 Service of Prayers and Communion
Christ Presbyterian Church

Beginning centuries ago, monastic communities gathered in the evening to
“complete” the day by observing a worship service that weaves together songs,
prayers, Scriptural reflections, and Communion. In that spirit, we hope to enter God’s
presence with others from around our city to experience Compline. Each night we will
celebrate the central Christian feast of the Lord’s Table. All are welcome to join us in
the middle of the week as we take refuge in the riches of God’s grace in Christ.



Prelude & Heart Preparation

Leader: For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my
salvation. He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall
not be greatly shaken.

People: For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from
him. He only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not
be shaken. On God rests my salvation and my glory; my mighty
rock, my refuge is God.

Psalm 62:1-2, 5-7

Prayers of Praise
Song of Praise: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Let all mortal flesh keep silence
And with fear and trembling stand
Ponder nothing earthly minded
For with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth
Our full homage to demand

Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way
As the Light of Light descendeth
From the realms of endless day
That the pow'rs of hell may vanish
As the darkness clears away

At his feet the six-winged seraph
Cherubim, with sleepless eye
Veil their faces to the Presence
As with ceaseless voice they cry
“Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, Lord most high!”

Individual prayers of praise may be offered.
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Confession of Sin & Promise of Grace

Private Meditation of Confession
Our help is in the Name of the Lord; The maker of heaven and earth. Let us
humbly confess our sins to Almighty God:

Leader: Let us confess our sins to God, our Father.
People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Almighty God, we are unworthy to come into your presence,
because of our many sins. We do not deserve any grace or
mercy from you if you dealt with us as we deserve.
‘We have sinned against you, O Lord, and we have offended you.
And yet, O Lord, as we acknowledge our sins and offenses, so
also do we acknowledge you to be a merciful God, a loving and
favorable Father, to all who turn to you.
And so we humbly ask you, for the sake of Christ your son, to
show mercy to us, and forgive us all our offenses. Forgive the
sins of our youth, and the sins of our old age.
By your Spirit, O God, take possession of our hearts, so that, not
only the actions of our life, but also the words of our mouths, and
the smallest thought of our minds, may be guided and governed
by you.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

(Adapted from John Knox's Liturgy of 1560)

Confess Privately:

The Promise of Grace
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God...For the wages of sin is death, but 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 3:23, 6:23)

2



Sursum Corda

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord!
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Song of Thanksgiving: He Is Given

Here is the fire and the wood, but where is the sacrifice?
Here in the place of our sin, He will Himself proved.

He is given! He is given!
He is given! He is given!

Here is the King of the Jews, but where is His crown of light?
Here for the debt of our sin, How they have pierced His side.

He is stricken! He is stricken!
He is stricken! He is stricken!

Here is the stone from the tomb, but where does His body lie?
Here He has conquered our sin, and has gone up on high.

He is risen! He is risen!
He is risen! He is risen!
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

CCLI Song # 7061348 Isaac Wardell © Common Hymnal Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Isaac Wardell
Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) CCLI License # 745254

Scripture Reading & Commentary
Reading: John 15:1-11

Instrumental Meditation :: Commentary :: Instrumental Meditation
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Prayers of Intercession

All:

All:

Gracious and loving Father,
May your heavenly kingdom be established on earth,
and may it reign over our hearts,
by reconciling the  nations unto yourself,
and producing in us the fruit of charity and justice
and a holy love for you our God,
that we would be a harvest of righteousness
when your Son comes to fulfill his kingdom.
For this, O Lord, we pray

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
who is seated above every power and dominion,
And by the power of the most Holy Spirit of God.
Lord, hear our prayer.

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who is seated above every power  and dominion;
Teach us to walk in the way 0f peace and purity in love and truth. ,

For this, O Lord, we pray.
In the power of the most Holy Spirit of God,
who is the Comforter of all the saints,,
may your presence abid among us.
Comfort all who are afflicted
and weighted down with sorrow,
Heal all those who suffer in body or in soul;
And grant enduring faith
To all who are tried by tribulations.
For this, O LORD, we pray.

Lord, hear our prayer.

In a word or short phrase, you may voice your prayers to God at this time.
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The Feast of Our Lord

Words of Institution

Confession of Faith

Leader: Christians, what do you believe?
People: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by
angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in
glory.

1 Timothy 3:16 [1st Century]

Distribution
Communion is served to all who have professed personal faith in Christ and are members of any
gospel believing church.

Prayers for Those Not Communing
Prayer for those searching: Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have,
the more I am loved, the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve.
Nothing seems to satisfy me. “Nothing tastes.” Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts
are restless until they find their rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible teaches
there is life and life eternal in Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to the reality of the
One who alone can satisfy my restless heart. Give me the courage to believe that which I cannot
see but can understand, feel and touch through the Word, sacraments and church family. Lord I
want to believe, please help me in my unbelief! Amen.

Prayer for belief: Lord God, I now see that I am weaker and more flawed than I ever before
believed, but in Christ, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. Even as I have not
loved You or my neighbor with all of my heart, You have shown Your love for me in that while I am
still sinning, Christ died for me and took upon Himself the condemnation that I deserve. I now
know that You owe me nothing for my efforts, but You offer acceptance, love and blessing into all
eternity because of Christ’s efforts on my behalf. I therefore ask that You would enable me to turn
away from trusting in my own efforts to gain Your acceptance and forgiveness, and trust in the
perfectly righteous efforts of Christ on my behalf in order to be accepted by You and entered into
Your holy family. And just as You raised Christ from the dead, so too I ask that You would give me a
new life in Christ, one that will lead eventually to Heaven itself. Thank you for Christ, and the power
of the Holy Spirit to believe in Him alone for my salvation. And as You have called us to follow You
in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship in Your church, grant that I may take the
necessary steps to be one with Your people, and live in the fullness of Your Spirit. Amen.
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Prayers of Coronation
Song of Coronation: God's Highway

My feet are strong; my eyes are clear
I cannot see the way from here
But on we go; He knows the way
And in His arms, He keeps me safe.

Fear not, keep on, watch and pray
Walk in the light of God’s highway

The shadows flee; the valley is deep
But evil cannot conquer me
Your rod and staff, they protect me
You give me rest; You give me peace

Chorus

I see the shore, from troubled seas
This tiny ship that carries me
It is not yet; but it will be
So heaven come; it’s you we need

Chorus

I’m holding onto you, Lord
You’re holding onto me
(repeat)

Chorus

“God’s Highway” Words and music by Sandra Mccracken & Thad Cockrell ©2015 Drink Your Tea Music CCLI License
#11310711

Benediction

“Now may the Lord bless you according to the riches of his glory and strengthen
you with the power of his Spirit that you may be filled with all the fullness of God
in Christ.  Amen.

Ephesians 3:16f
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The Conclusion

Leader: In peace we will lie down and sleep;
All: For you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.
Leader: Abide with us, Lord Jesus,
All: For the night is at hand and the day is now past.
Leader: As the night watch looks for the morning,
All: So do we look for you, O Christ.

Postlude
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