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Covenantal Parenting and Child Discipeship 
 

The nature of our relationships with our children is therefore not fully seen by merely regarding 
the infant as a beautiful animal organized, in miniature, after the kind of the parents.  It is the 
mysterious propagation of a rational soul that fills the reflecting mind with awe.  When the parent 
looks upon the infantile smile; he should see beneath that smile an immortal spark which has 
been kindled, but can never be quenched, and ought to be nurtured for blessing rather than for 
curse... Train with this thought continually before your eyes-- that the soul of your child is the first 
thing to be considered. 

RC	  Ryle	  
 
A. The Covenantal Thesis:  Covenant Parenting ordinarily (not necessarily, not necessarily immediately 
not perfectly in this life) will result in covenant blessing and faithfulness.     

• It’s Origin: Gen 17:7 
Immediately following the promise of covenant succession, covenantal nurture is 
identified as the instrument of its fulfillment.  
 

Prov. 22:6  Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not 
depart from it.  

• It’s Locus Classicus:  Psalm 78:1-8 
The connection between covenantal parenting and covenant faithfulness is the 
presupposition of most every instruction and passage dealing with the parent-child 
relation.  
 
 c.f. Gen18:19 cf. 22:16-18, 26:3-5; Deut. 4:40, 5:29, Deut. 28:1-4; Ps. 102:28, 
103:17-18, 112:1-2; Isa. 59:20-21, Proverbs  2:1-7:27, 14:26, 19:18, 22:6, 15, 23:14.  
 

• It’s Great Messianic Expectation  
The Covenantal Relation between a Parent and Child was bound up in the Prophetic 
expectations of the coming Messiah 

Mal. 4:1  See, the day is coming…  2 But for you who revere my name the sun of 
righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from 
the stall.  3 And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of 
your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 4  Remember the teaching of my 
servant Moses, the statutes and ordinances that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.  
5  Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of the LORD 
comes.  6 He will turn the hearts of parents to their children and the hearts of children 
to their parents, so that I will not come and strike the land with a curse.  

 
Next recorded message from God would be in Luke 1:17 to Zacharias concerning his son 
who would be the foretold forerunner.  

Luke 1:17 With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of 
parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  

 
Luke again remembers the promise on the day of Pentecost:  

Acts 2:39 For the promise is for you and  for your children and for all  who are far off, 
everyone  whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”  

 
And the promise is therefore enjoined upon the responsibility of parents by the apostle 
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Paul in Ephesians 6:1-3 
Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord. 

 
WHAT IS Covenantal Parenting? Parenting wherein the primary motivation, nature and means of 
parenting a child is first and foremost covenantal.   

J. C. Ryle: …train with this thought continually before your eyes-- that the soul of your child is the 
first thing to be considered!    (C.F. Full Ryle quote above) 
 

What is meant by Covenantal?    By Covenantal, when understood in the totality of redemptive history, 
is Gospel centered parenting.    

First—The Covenant Child is raised with a redeemed identity as derived from who they are IN 
Christ by Faith Alone, both as related to their justification and adoption.     

Justification- A covenantal child is raised to believe that he/she is by faith in Christ no 
longer condemned under the burden of guilt and sin and  are therefore no longer in need 
of proving anything to God or anyone.  A Covenant child is raised to be comfortable in 
his/her own “skin.”  

Rom. 8:1   There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. 

Adoption—A covenant child is raised as being valuable to God not by virtue of his/her 
service to God, but by virtue of his/her family relation to God as sons/daughters such that 
they are set free to love God because God has first loved them.   

1John 3:1   See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 
children of God; and so we are. 

 
Second—The Covenant Child is raised wherein all behavior, values, hopes and aspirations are 
the intuitive and learned outflow of who we believe that we are in Christ in the most 
fundamental and holistic sense.    

Redemption:   Raising a child in the grace of God unto salvation as applied to 
sanctification as the way to true and lasting freedom.   

Gal. 5:1   For  freedom Christ has  set us free;  stand firm therefore, and do not submit 
again to  a yoke of  slavery. 

One-Anothering: Raising a child in the grace of God unto Salvation as applied to 
communalization in the family of God as the way to true and lasting relationships and 
communion with God.  

Eph 2:17 And he came and  preached peace to you who were  far off and peace to those 
who were  near.  18 For  through him we both have  access in  one Spirit to the Father.  
19 So then you are no longer  strangers and aliens,  but you are  fellow citizens with the 
saints and  members of the household of God,  20  built on the foundation of the  apostles 
and prophets,  Christ Jesus himself being  the cornerstone,  21  in whom the whole 
structure, being joined together, grows into  a holy temple in the Lord.  22 In him  you 
also are being built together  into a dwelling place for God by  the Spirit. 

 
Covenant Thesis Summarized: a covenantal approach to family will assume a presumptive approach to 
Gospel and Family/children relative to the “house-hold” jurisdiction, always conceding the ultimate 
determining reality of divine election acting through effectual calling/regeneration.  This principle 
applied will seek daily to encourage our children to believe, feel and live as those who are being 
(present and active) transformed by the gospel of grace in Christ unto eternal life.  

• This redemptive covenant, which is illustrated in God’s covenant with Abraham, contained nothing 
less than the promise of eternal life as related to the spiritual reality and communion of life between 
God and humanity. (17:8, c.f. Heb 11:8-16)  



 3 

• This covenant was made with Abraham, not as an individual, but representing a covenant community 
in the role of “federal (covenant) head.” (17:4,7)  

• Children were included in the covenant promise, as signified and sealed by the admission to 
circumcision under the OT, complete with the rights and privileges of membership in the covenant 
community. The salvation of such infants was included in the promise: 'I will be a God 
to you and to your descendants after you.' (Gen 17:7)  (17:9-12) 

• All those who came under the jurisdiction of the covenant family, either by birth, adoption, etc were 
counted as participants of the covenant.  (17:13ff)  E.g. the fundamental constituency of covenantal is 
the household vs. mere individual, contra modern individualism.   People are never isolated, but 
communal by nature according to the covenantal principle.  

• The whole thing is explicitly referenced by the apostles as fulfilled in the gospel of Jesus Christ under 
the sign/seal of Christian baptism, Christ the covenant head as mediated through the covenant 
community vis-a-vis Christ’s presence in/through the “church”!  (Acts 2:37ff) 

• Children are therefore raised not as strangers or outsiders to the covenant and salvation, but members 
therein, as then to assume the gospel principle throughout our whole system of parenting!  For 
instance, they are throughout covenant history assumed as present at renewal events (Dt.29:9ff, Joel 
2:16) and addressed as among the “saints” of the Christian church (Eph.1:1, 6:13, 1Cor.7:14) wherein 
the kingdom of God is even said to belong to them (Mt.18:13ff) 

• Children as such are “nurtured” in their faith, less “evangelized,” they are raised presupposing a heart 
that is prepared for and receptive of the gospel by the Holy Spirit even if in anticipation of this being 
later confirmed through a self-conscience and “studied” adult profession of faith. (Eph.6:13ff)   

Note Church Consensus:  

The visible Church, which is also catholic or universal under the Gospel (not confined to one nation, as 
before under the law), consists of all those throughout the world that profess the true religion; and of their 
children: and is the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, the house and family of God, out of which there is no 
ordinary possibility of salvation.  (WCF 25:2)  

Not only those that do actually profess faith in and obedience unto Christ, but also the infants of one, or 
both, believing parents, are to be baptized. (WCF 28:4) 

The efficacy of Baptism is not tied to that moment of time wherein it is administered; yet, notwithstanding, 
by the right use of this ordinance, the grace promised is not only offered, but really exhibited, and 
conferred, by the Holy Ghost, to such (whether of age or infants) as that grace belongeth unto, according 
to the counsel of God's own will, in His appointed time. (WCF 28:6)  

'...the children of believers are baptized not in order that they who were previously strangers to 
the church may then for the first time become children of God, but rather that, because by the 
blessing of the promise they already belonged to the body of Christ, they are received into the 
church with this solemn sign.' (Calvin Institutes, IV,xv, 22. ] 
 
'...it will be evident that baptism is properly administered to infants as something owed to them. 
For in early times the Lord did not deign to have them circumcised without making them 
participants in all those things which were then signified by circumcision.  [Institutes, IV, xvi, 5.] 

 

For to you is the promise, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call unto him.  And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and 
thy seed after thee throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto 
thee and to thy seed after thee.  Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy 
house.  

Excerpts from Acts 2:39; Gen. 17:7; Acts 16:31  
Compiled in BCO 56.5 pertaining to the promises of God to Covenant Parents  

 
Note The Covenantal, Family-Church, Cooperative!  
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Presbyterian Book of Church Order  
28-1. The spiritual nurture, instruction and training of the children of the church are committed by 
God primarily to their parents. They are responsible to the church for the faithful discharge of their 
obligations. It is a principal duty of the church to promote true religion in the home. True discipleship 
involves learning the Word of God under the guidance of the Holy Spirit both at home and in the 
church. Without learning there is no growth and without growth there is no discipline and without 
discipline there is sin and iniquity (1 Timothy 4:7). 
 
28-2. The home and the church should also make special provision for instructing the children in the 
Bible and in the church Catechisms. To this end Sessions should establish and conduct under their 
authority Sunday schools and Bible classes, and adopt such other methods as may be found helpful. 
The Session shall encourage the parents of the church to guide their children in the catechizing and 
disciplining of them in the Christian religion. 
 
28-3. The church should maintain constant and sympathetic relations with the children. It also should 
encourage them, on coming to years of discretion, to make confession of the Lord Jesus Christ and to 
enter upon all privileges of full church membership. If they are wayward they should be cherished by 
the church and every means used to reclaim them. 
 
E.g. A church-parent cooperative applied to all Areas of Covenantal Parenting 

 
 
B.  The Covenantal Importance of An ORGANIC Approach to Child Discipleship: 
 

The gospel is as much “caught” as “taught.”  There is a culture to the gospel that makes it safe to 
be morally flawed without digressing to moral licentiousness, where forgiveness and grace are 
the norm rather than the exception.   To be sure,  “law” and “grace” are not only compatible, but  
are also necessary components of the gospel wherein true confession and faith are nurtured.  The 
culture of the Gospel will show itself when we “speak the truth” to one another about the gospel 
in love—which is to be one another’s greatest human advocate for grace.  (Notice that I have 
interpreted the famous Ephesians 4:15 passage in its greater context as to NOT mean “be each 
others worse critic.”)   The culture of the gospel will both cherish family “rules” in order to 
protect family identity and patterns of family interaction, but without too rigid and/or legalistic 
practice of these rules.   The culture of the gospel relative to parenting covenant children will 
assume in them Christ’s Spirit by baptism, albeit awaiting and nurturing them to discern a 
personal and self-aware faith as an emerging adult.    

 
We would suggest that parents concentrate less on the technique of good parenting and 
more on the process of being a parent.  Good parenting is a matter of interacting with our 
children day in and day out within a family system.  It is these day-to-day experiences 
which build our relationship with them.  The best advice we can give to parents is to 
throw away their how-to-parent books and simply become real persons to their children.
        Jack & Judith Balswick 

 
From Col 3, we get an organic and holistic picture of the gospel centered (covenantal) family system.   
What do you see as systemic components of covenantal relations according to Col. 3?    
 

Col. 3:1    If then you have been raised with Christ, seek  the things that are above, where Christ is,  seated 
at the right hand of God.  2  Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.  3 For  
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  4 When Christ  who is your  life  appears, then 
you also will appear with him  in glory.  
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Col. 3:5    Put to death therefore  what is earthly in you:   sexual immorality, impurity,  passion, evil desire, 
and covetousness,  which is idolatry.  6  On account of these the wrath of God is coming.  7  In these you 
too once walked, when you were living in them.  8 But now  you must put them all away:  anger, wrath, 
malice,  slander, and obscene talk from your mouth.  9  Do not lie to one another, seeing that  you have 
put off  the old self  with its practices 10 and  have put on  the new self,  which is being renewed in 
knowledge  after the image of  its creator.  11  Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave,  free; but Christ is  all, and in all.  

Col. 3:12    Put on then, as  God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,  compassionate hearts,  kindness,  
humility, meekness, and patience,  13  bearing with one another and,  if one has a complaint against 
another,  forgiving each other;  as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  14 And above all 
these put on  love, which  binds everything together in  perfect harmony.  15 And let  the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called  in one body. And  be thankful.  16 Let  the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom,  singing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs,  with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  17 And  whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,  giving thanks to God the Father through him.  

Col. 3:18    Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  19 Husbands, love your wives, and  
do not be harsh with them.  20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.  21 
Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 

 
1) Gospel Centered Values That Inform our Parenting Goals (vs. 1-4ff) 
2) Gospel Centered Social Interactions or  “Manners”  (vs. 5-14) 
3) Gospel Centered Communal Worship (vs. 15-17) 
4) Gospel Centered Biblical Training (vs. 16)  
5) Gospel Centered Order—Parents being Parents FIRST (vs.20-21) (e.g. shepherds and sheep, 

“superiors and inferiors” in the old English sense)  
 

 
I. The Importance of Gospel Centered Values Allowed to Inform Our Parenting Fears and 
Goals (vs. 1-4ff) 
 

A.  Watch your fears! from a covenantal (gospel) perspective?? 

o What is our Goals For Parenting?  
o How does this correspond to our fears?  
o How then do we respond?   
o And how then does all of this conform to the goal of covenantal discipleship?   

 
Let’s be honest, our greatest fears or concerns for our children are often allowed to rule us in a 
way that might dwarf the covenant of God for/in/with/through them.   

• Sickness, bodily harm….  
• Lack of achievement/ success measured by ???  
• Lifestyle privileges 

What’s our response?  

Excursus: Cultural Commentary:   

It had been said in generational studies that what goes around, comes around. E.g. According 
to generational historians and authors William Strauss and Neil Howe, each generation lasts 
about 20 to 25 years, and the characteristics of generations repeat approximately every 80 to 
100 years – the average length of a human life.  AS noted (9/17/11) on CNN, the Gen x 
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generation is characterized by  “x-treme” parenting style, or “helicopter parent” similar to the 
50’s.   

“GenX is turning out to be some of the most conservative, protective, proactive parents in 
history. They enact legislation for smaller class sizes, volunteer at school, leave their fast 
paced jobs to stay home with their children and homeschool their kids in record numbers. 

In a modern twist, Gen X parents use technology to ensure the safety of their young. Baby 
monitors with video cameras or alarms that go off when infants stop breathing are 
immensely popular. Nannycams and Webcams are used to keep an eye on kids in 
daycare. Parents today purchase swings that play music, voice-activated bouncy seats 
with bubbling brook sounds, and software to teach phonics to preschoolers. While the last 
generation of kids begged to carry cell phones and pagers to be cool, Gen X parents insist 
that their children stay wired and reachable for peace of mind. 

The phrase latchkey kid, a media scare term two decades ago, has all but vanished from 
the press. Social scientists at the University of Michigan found that from 1981 to 1997, the 
early childhood years for Millennials, children’s unsupervised "free" or "unstructured" 
time declined by 37 percent.  Millennials are the most doted upon, fussed over, and 
scheduled generation in living memory. 

Many parents today insert themselves into even the most minute activities in their 
children's lives, a phenomenon that's known as "helicopter parenting… . ������"When [the kids] 
have little failures, they feel like our own failures," Ginsburg said 

 
Interesting “Secular” Research:  

 
• The Atlantic (July/Aug 2011)  

“How to Land Your Kid in Therapy” By LORI GOTTLIEB 
 

Why the obsession with our kids’ happiness may be dooming them to unhappy 
adulthoods. A therapist and mother reports.  

 
• The Atlantic (Jan/, 2013) 

“Why Parents Need to Let Their Children Fail”    By Jessica Lahey ��� 
A new study explores what happens to students who aren't allowed to suffer through 
setbacks. 

 
The stories teachers exchange these days reveal a whole new level of overprotectiveness: 
parents who raise their children in a state of helplessness and powerlessness, children 
destined to an anxious adulthood, lacking the emotional resources they will need to cope with 
inevitable setback and failure. 
 
Overparenting is characterized in the study as parents' "misguided attempt to improve their 
child's current and future personal and academic success." 

 

• NOTE A Response:  Growing Leaders by Tim Elmore (Feb.15, 2013)  
Three Huge Mistakes We Make Leading Kids…and How to Correct Them 

While I applaud the engagement of this generation of parents and teachers, it’s important to 
recognize the unintended consequences of our engagement. We want the best for our 
students, but research now shows that our “over-protection, over-connection” style has 
damaged them. 

1. We Risk Too Little 
2. We Rescue Too Quickly 
3. We Rave Too Easily 
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Eight Steps Toward Healthy Leadership 
Obviously, negative risk taking should be discouraged, such as smoking, alcohol, illegal drugs, etc. 
In addition, there will be times our young people do need our help, or affirmation. But—healthy 
teens are going to want to spread their wings. They’ll need to try things on their own. And we, the 
adults, must let them. Here are some simple ideas you can employ as you navigate these waters: 
1. Help them take calculated risks. Talk it over with them, but let them do it. Your primary 

job is to prepare your child for how the world really works. 
2. Discuss how they must learn to make choices. They must prepare to both win and lose, 

not get all they want and to face the consequences of their decisions. 
3. Share your own “risky” experiences from your teen years. Interpret them. Because we’re 

not the only influence on these kids, we must be the best influence. 
4. Instead of tangible rewards, how about spending some time together? Be careful you 

aren’t teaching them that emotions can be healed by a trip to the mall. 
5. Choose a positive risk taking option and launch kids into it (i.e. sports, jobs, etc). It may 

take a push but get them used to trying out new opportunities. 
6. Don’t let your guilt get in the way of leading well. Your job is not to make yourself feel 

good by giving kids what makes them or you feel better when you give it. 
7. Don’t reward basics that life requires. If your relationship is based on material rewards, 

kids will experience neither intrinsic motivation nor unconditional love. 
8. Affirm smart risk-taking and hard work wisely. Help them see the advantage of both of 

these, and that stepping out a comfort zone usually pays off. 
 
Bottom line? Your child does not have to love you every minute. He’ll get over the disappointment 
of failure but he won’t get over the effects of being spoiled. So let them fail, let them fall, and let 
them fight for what they really value. If we treat our kids as fragile, they will surely grow up to be 
fragile adults. We must prepare them for the world that awaits them. Our world needs resilient 
adults not fragile ones. 
 

 
1) What should we fear most from a covenantal perspective?   

• Perhaps it is true in a spiritual sense as well: "Only Thing We Have to Fear Is Fear Itself": FDR's 
First Inaugural  
 

• Note John 10 and then 1 John 2:15-17 

John 10:1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit.  2 The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep….9  I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and 
will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd. The 
good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.. 

Observations: (c.f. Mt. 7:15)  

• Our greatest fear from a covenantal perspective 
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves. 

e.g. Thieves/Idols come promising abundant life—but Christ is the only true source for 
abundant life.  Thieves come promising:  

1. Security/safety  
2. Worth/significance 
3. Freedom/Privileges 
4. Love/Acceptance 
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• But they in fact bring oppression and death  
• “life more abundant”  vs. “kill, steal, destroy” 

 
§ How to discern a thief:  They come promising abundant life by our service/work to them 

as our ultimate trust/confidence for what is being promised:  
KEY Difference:  Both promise life, but by very different means:  

o Christ lays down his life for sheep to have life—Grace principle 
o Thief asks for us to lay down our life to have life—

Works/Performance principle 

Note: Thieves come in pairs 
• Nearby- (concrete/goal/strategy oriented) It’s the thing we can 

“control or manipulate “(or at least think we can) that would rarely 
be admitted as our purpose in life.   [The Object of the “Works” 
Principle]  

Example:  
• Grades 
• Popularity 
• Cloths 
• Success in Sports or Performing Arts or…  

• Far Away (lofty/purpose/justifying oriented) What promises worth, 
value, nobility… [The Rationale of the Works Principle!] 

Example:  
• Grades for the sake of serving God  
• Popularity for the sake of sharing Christ or being an 

influencial leader 
• Cloths for the sake of aesthetic beauty 
• Success for the sake of building character 

 
• Signs of a thief in the house 

• Irrational and/or disproportional anger in failures that support the  “thief”  
• Insecurity and Anxiety about loosing, failing.   
• Saying one thing about what we value, but living another by the way we 

prioritize our assets (time, money, influence, etc) 
 

§ Warning to Christians-- Don’t be duped!  Never underestimate the thief’s distorted use 
of orthodoxy. (remember the Garden?)  

• Idolatry can be very religious  (externalism)  
• Example: Parent Thief says “I love God by loving my children”—translations, 

their happiness is my goal, vs. “their stewardship in service to God’s mission 
for the glory of God” is my goal.    
 

§ Debunking the thieves as weak (Luther: we must learn to mock the devil”) 
1 John 2:15-17 
 Do not love the world or the things in the world. wIf anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him.  16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh 
and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions—is not from the Father but is 
from the world.  17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but 
whoever does the will of God abides forever. 
 
Illus…face the worst case scenario according to the thief and work out the gospel 
there…  
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The Covenantal Danger of Spoiling a Child:  (which is the “works” of idolatry on the part of 
parents)    
Spoiling a child is as much a provoker of anger/exasperation to children causing them to act out 
as harsh/overly restrictive parenting.  R.C. Ryle 
 

Prov. 20:21  An inheritance gained hastily in the beginning  will not be blessed in the end. 
Ie.. there something that parents can do thinking they bless their children with the 
effect of really cursing them 

Reasons why it is not a blessing to be spoiled: 
1. Misplaced confidence--  

Pss. 49:6 Those who trust in their wealth And boast in the multitude of their riches, 
are cursed of God, not blessed  
compared to...  
Pss. 9:10 And those who know Your name will put their trust in You; For You, Lord, 
have not forsaken those who seek You.  
 

5. Misplaced Home (security/identity) 
Dt. 8:7-20 
vs. 14-- beware... lest when you heart is lifted up and you forget the Lord your God...  
vs. 19.  Then it shall be if you by any means forget the Lord your God, and follow 
other gods, and serve them and worship them, I testify against you this day that you 
shall surely die... 

 
Parents, I beseech you, for your children's sake, beware of over indulgence.  I call 
on you to remember it is your first duty to consult their real interests, and not their 
fancies and likings-- to train them, not to humor them; to profit , not merely to 
please. ... Do not, I pray you, make your children idols, lest God should take them 
away, and break your idol, just to convince you of your folly.  

J.C. Ryle 
 

Distinguish between wants and oughts.  
R. C. Ryle, If you would train your children rightly, train them in the way they should go, and not 
in the way that they want to go.  

-Original sin:  born with a decided bias towards evil and therefore certain to choose wrong if 
left to choose for themselves.  

Prov.22:15, "Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child.  
Prov.29:15, "A Child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame." 

 
It is a great pity that the full and free gifts of a loving parent should prove a hindrance to a 
child’s happiness, a barrier to his success in life; that the very abundance of the parents 
giving should tend to the child’s poverty and unhappiness!  Yet this state of things is in too 
many instances an undeniable fact.,   

 
Deny a child wisely! 

 
Summary: What’s your inheritance that you will leave your children?   

He that has trained his children for heaven, rather than for earth,-- for God, rather 
than for man,-- he is the parent that will be called wise at last.    J C Ryle 

1Pet. 1:4, we have an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does 
not fade away, reserved in heaven for you 
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For Reflection:  
Why are grades/learning so important—what is it that we are really after for them (us)?   
Why is the choice of college so important to us as parents on behalf of our children? What really 
is it that we are wanting for them (us?)?  
Why do the extra-curricular activities so dominate our efforts and time in parenting? What are we 
hoping for them (us)?    
What about our worldview/assumptions pushes us in the ways that we 
parent/train/education/activities… ? 
Why are we not willing for our children to fall?  How does this relate to the covenantal goals of 
character formation and idol exposing?   
Are we preparing our children to flourish in God’s kingdom or to come under the tyranny of 
idols that come to us in sheeps clothing?    
Are we preparing our children to glorify God and enjoy him!  

 
2. The Importance of Gospel Centered Social Interactions or  “Manners”  (vs. 5-14) 

An Interesting Comparison:  
WSJ, Feb 4, 2013, Why French Parents Are Superior 
 

Pamela Druckerman's new book "Bringing Up Bebe," catalogs her observations about why French 
children seem so much better behaved than their American counterparts. She talks with WSJ's 
Gary Rosen about the lessons of French parenting techniques. 

But for all its problems, France is the perfect foil for the current problems in American 
parenting. Middle-class French parents (I didn't follow the very rich or poor) have values 
that look familiar to me. They are zealous about talking to their kids, showing them nature 
and reading them lots of books. They take them to tennis lessons, painting classes and 
interactive science museums. 

Yet the French have managed to be involved with their families without becoming 
obsessive. They assume that even good parents aren't at the constant service of their 
children, and that there is no need to feel guilty about this. "For me, the evenings are for 
the parents," one Parisian mother told me. "My daughter can be with us if she wants, but 
it's adult time." French parents want their kids to be stimulated, but not all the time. While 
some American toddlers are getting Mandarin tutors and preliteracy training, French kids 
are—by design—toddling around by themselves. 

I'm hardly the first to point out that middle-class America has a parenting problem. This 
problem has been painstakingly diagnosed, critiqued and named: overparenting, 
hyperparenting, helicopter parenting, and my personal favorite, the kindergarchy. Nobody 
seems to like the relentless, unhappy pace of American parenting, least of all parents 
themselves. 

French Lessons 
a. Children should say hello, goodbye, thank you and please. It helps them to learn that they 

aren't the only ones with feelings and needs. 
b. When they misbehave, give them the "big eyes"—a stern look of admonishment. 
c. Allow only one snack a day. In France, it's at 4 or 4:30. 
d. Remind them (and yourself) who's the boss. French parents say, "It's me who decides." 
e. Don't be afraid to say "no." Kids have to learn how to cope with some frustration. 
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Covenantal Parenting trains gospel centered social interactions or “Manners” consistent wit 
Col 3:5ff 

 
We would suggest that parents concentrate less on the technique of good parenting and more 
on the process of being a parent.  Good parenting is a matter of interacting with our children 
day in and day out within a family system.  It is these day-to-day experiences which build our 
relationship with them .  The best advice we can give to parents is to throw away their how-
to-parent books and simply become real persons to their children. 

Jack & Judith Balswick 
 

The Significance of Manners: 
“an atmosphere, a discipline, and a life” 
                                   Susan Schaeffer Macaulay 
 

 
“A Manner” = a habit of behavior fit a gospel virtue vs. vice   
 
"It is from simply neglecting this great principle that parents so often shamefully indulge their 
children and allow their authority to break down before their fancies, their follies and their 
wickedness, till they become intolerable to themselves and to everybody else..  Then, when 
irritated and annoyed by the very tempers which the parents themselves have cultivated   they get 
angry and proceed vindictively to punish them.  This can only provoke them.” 

Stuart Robinson, Family Religion   
 

Note: Not just “right and wrong” actions, but “Manners” that reflect habits consistent 
with gospel centered faith  

 
So what are the Gospel beliefs and practices that correspond to them?  How do we train them our 
children in them in the manners we train?   

1. Gospel Virtue: Grace 
a. Training in forgiveness (forgiving each other, (Col 3) 
b. Training in tolerance (bearing with one another (Col 3) 

 
2. Gospel Virtue: Respect/Love for Others:  
Manners:  

a. Politeness (excuse me, thank you, please, etc, vs. huhhh, whaaat, etc.  
b. Patience so as not to interrupt, breaking in line, rushing to get food first, etc.  
c.  selfishly demanding attention  rather than politely waiting if a person is busy talking to 
someone else, etc.   
d. Courtesy (when bumping into something, excuse me… etc. ) I.e. rude is the same thing 
as self-centered 
e. Respecting the cultural mores of other cultures than our own.   (this can apply to eating 
customs, greeting customs, etc)  
f. Sharing…  
g. Table manners that respect others and their customs 
 

2. Gospel Virtue: Thankfulness/Stewardship as an expression of our trust in the sufficiency of 
God’s providence 

Manners:  
a) Taking care of/respect our possessions ( toys, cleaning a room, taking care of family 
furniture, etc.  
b) General Respect for self -- Hygiene and general cleanliness (Yes,  all boys will be boys... 
but we ought still require such things as cleanliness where it counts...)  



 12 

 
4. Gospel Virtue: Industry:   (culture mandate)  

§ Work before play 
§ Chores fit age/development 
§ Etc.  

Etc.   
 
Note: We shouldn’t confuse “cute” with “immoral” – the point here is not to promote “moralism” 
but to recognize that the gospel is both a worldview and habit… as to reinforce or not one 
another.    

 
 
3. The Importance of Gospel Centered Family and Communal Worship (vs. 15-17) 
 

The Importance of Family and Church Worship cannot be over estimated in Covenantal 
Parenting  (not to be confused with Christian Education/Instruction, c.f. Gospel Training)  
 
And to be clear, in both family and church worship, the overwhelming scriptural evidence is that 
parents and children do it together!   (c.f. CPC Booklet : Together in God’s Presence)  

 
Josh. 8:35 There was not a word of all that Moses commanded that Joshua did not read before all 
the assembly of Israel,  and the women, and the little ones, and  the sojourners who lived  among 
them. 
2Chr. 20:13  Meanwhile all Judah stood before the LORD, with their little ones, their wives, and 
their children. 
Joel 2:16 gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the children, 
even nursing infants. 
Mark 10:14 “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these.”    
Heb. 10:24 And  let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,  25  not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and  all the 
more as you see  the day draw near. 

 
• Family Worship:  

 
There is perhaps no more single “program” that will nurture faith than for the whole family to 
practice that faith in the worship of God together.  Family worship is not education or Bible 
School.  It is not even primarily an exercise of parenting children, at least not directly.   It is a 
time when we are all as children of God, remembering Him and cherishing His gracious gifts to 
us both in creation and redemption.   Good family worship is simple, brief (20-30 min) and God 
centered.  It can follow the four movement of worship in a much abbreviated way:   

o Adoration/Praise singing:   The singing of a hymn/song or two (preferably ones that are 
NOT just child centered—but as much for parents as children lest the whole event is 
betrayed as no longer “family” worship such that the child will grow up seeing religion as 
a child ‘thing” even as with tempting a child to be spiritually narcissistic  C.f. CPC 
worship repertoire in Song Book and Hymnal 

o Confession/Absolution/Intercession  A brief time to confess (silently and/or communally) 
sins and then a reminder by God’s word of the grace of the gospel. Ideally, the whole 
family has memorized an absolution text for each day and can recite together… c.f.Eph 
1:7-8, 2:4ff, Rom 3:23, Rom. 5:8, 5:20, 1Jn 1:8-9, etc.  

o Renewal in Word and Prayer:  
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§ The reading of a passage of scripture with minimal comment other than to get the 
gist of what we are to remember about God and our salvation in Christ, and  

§ Season of family Prayers—petitions can either be shared out loud and then prayed 
for by parent, or  each member encouraged to pray out loud as desired.  

o Short Song (Doxology) and/or closing Prayer of Thanksgiving/Praise followed with 
Benediction (c.f. Heb.13:20-21, 2Cor.13:14, 2 Thess 3:16, 1 Pet.5:10-11, Jude 23-25, 
Num.6:24-26, Eph. 3:16ff, Rom 15:13, etc) 
 

• Church Worship: c.f. Together in God’s Presence 
 
4. The Importance of Gospel Centered Biblical Training (vs. 16)  

Prov. 22:6  Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray.  
	  

NOTE: “training” vs. “teaching:”   Teaching relates to what a person knows whereas training 
goes beyond this to what a person is and does, which of course includes what a person knows…  

o We teach truths, we train habits of study and application of those truths… 
o We teach the meaning of words, we train in how and when to use them…  
o Teaching fills the mind, training shapes the habits and manners of a person…  

	  
Child	  training	  affects	  a	  child’s	  sleeping	  and	  waking,	  his	  laughing	  and	  crying,	  his	  eating	  and	  drinking,	  his	  
looks	  and	  his	  movements,	  his	  self-‐control	  and	  his	  conduct	  toward	  others.	  	  Child	  training	  does	  not	  
change	  a	  child’s	  nature	  	  (the	  inward	  tension	  between	  the	  imago	  dei	  and	  sin—which	  only	  God	  by	  
effectual	  calling	  can	  change).	  	  But	  it	  does	  change	  his	  modes	  of	  giving	  expression	  to	  his	  nature.	  Child	  
training	  does	  not	  give	  a	  child	  entirely	  new	  characteristics,	  but	  it	  brings	  him	  to	  the	  repression	  and	  
subduing	  of	  certain	  characteristics	  and	  to	  the	  expression	  and	  development	  of	  certain	  others	  to	  such	  an	  
extent	  that	  the	  sum	  of	  his	  characteristics	  presents	  an	  aspect	  so	  different	  from	  its	  original	  exhibit	  that	  it	  
seems	  like	  another	  character…	  	  

H. Clay Trumbull 
	  

a. Biblical training is intentionally spontaneous:  
   

Deut. 6:1 ¶ Now this is the commandment--the statutes and the ordinances--that the LORD your 
God charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and occupy,  
2 so that you and your children and your children's children, may fear the LORD your God all 
the days of your life, and keep all his decrees and his commandments that I am commanding you, 
so that your days may be long.  3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it 
may go well with you, and so that you may multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, 
as the LORD, the God of your ancestors, has promised you. 4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our 
God, the LORD alone.  5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your might.  6 Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart.  
7 Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are 
away, when you lie down and when you rise.  8 Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an 
emblem on your forehead,  9 and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.  

 
Clearly, the biblical training that is most likely to reach the heart is when it is done 
spontaneously in response to the ebb and flows of life, mostly unplanned by all sorts of 
circumstances both happy and sad.  Its bringing the whole counsel of God’s word in service to 
the gospel into every aspect of life.  And of course the key thing here is that parents are 
themselves well trained in Biblical counsel with a increasingly full grasp of the biblical 
worldview and teaching so that while much of child training is spontaneous, parental 
preparation is intentional and ongoing.    
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Parent Church Cooperative:   All the ways that the church offers courses in theology and Biblical 
discipleship that will trickle down into the counsel and training of children by parents!!   
	  
b. Biblical Training is Intentionally Systematic (“deductive”) training:  
 
Passing down a Christian World-view!  
 
Note the Church/Family	  Cooperative	  in	  Deductive	  Teaching	  by	  use	  of	  the	  Catechism	  in	  Child	  Training	  

E.g.	  Training	  in	  what	  the	  bible	  principally	  teaches	  as	  a	  rule	  of	  faith	  and	  practice	  in	  relation	  to	  the	  
consensus	  of	  the	  church	  over	  the	  centuries	  (lest	  our	  children	  be	  no	  better	  trained	  than	  our	  own	  
understanding)	  as	  expressed	  in	  the	  Westminster	  Shorter	  Catechism 

 
Catechism training is intentionally systematic or “categorical” as to train a child in the principal 
teachings of Christian faith.   The method historically is to use a simple question/answer 
summaries of what the Bible principally teaches according to the consensus of the church over 
the ages.  It is important to train our children to read the Bible corporately (with the church 
throughout the ages) as an important step in interpreting scripture.    
 
At CPC, we use the Westminster Shorter Catechism, specially written to instruct children in the faith, albeit 
in the 17th century.  Notwithstanding some difficult and/or outdated language, and while we do modernize 
some of the sentences and words in our use during children assembly, we feel that it is important that our 
children grow up to not only learn the teachings of the Christian faith, but also to do this with the 
confidence that comes from sharing in the same faith, even with the same language on important subjects, 
that was shared in by the greater Christian family over a 2000 year history.  While words like “justification” 
and “effectual calling,” are not often heard today, they are words none the less that served to anchor the 
hopes and convictions of our spiritual mothers and fathers, even as to allow us to participate in a living 
conversation with them.   To be sure, our young children may not understand the concepts completely, or 
hardly at all in some cases at first.  But don’t be mistaken into thinking that nothing is happening. By 
catechism instruction the church/parent is placing important categories into the child’s memory, categories 
(or files of facts) that will become the basis of distinguishing and understanding things taught in sermons, 
Sunday School instruction, and the various “waves” of catechism review and instruction that will be 
repeated throughout our curriculum (see CPC curriculum summary for three distinct “waves” or stages of 
catechism instruction that are roughly patterned after the classical categories of “grammar, dialectic and 
rhetorical” stages of learning-- wherein each stage is vital to the others).   
 

Warning! Throughout the catechism process, DON’T FORGET THE GOSPEL!  Most especially, the 
gospel is taught in the catechisms by the order of doctrines themselves..  For instance, notice that the 
“chief end of man” to  “glorify God and enjoy Him forever” is immediately followed by the reality that 
we, in our sin, don’t do this—such that as the order continues as to accomplished this “chief end” by 
faith in Christ and applied to us in justification and then followed by the grace of God that enables us 
more and more to glorify and enjoy God forever in sanctification, etc. The point of the order is 
significant, that we are ultimately assured of God’s love not by means of our ability to glorify God, but 
by means of Christ’s work to glorify God on our behalf. This fundamental “order of salvation” that is 
displayed throughout the Shorter Catechisms cannot be lost at any single point throughout, lest the 
whole program deteriorate into a legalistic venture of works righteousness, even as puffed up with the 
pride of memorizing catechisms answers!   

At Church: Children’s Assembly for ages 4 through 6th grade where Catechism’s are reviewed with 
a content related hymn, brief instruction and memory review.  

c. Biblical Training is Intentionally Biblical (Inductive):  
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Church/Family	  Cooperative	  in	  Inductive	  Teaching:	  Bible	  Study	  and	  Memory	  Work—What	  the	  Bible	  says	  as	  
our	  only	  rule	  of	  faith	  and	  practice—The	  Redemptive	  Story	  

c.f.	  CPC	  Curriculum	  Guide	  
c.f	  Sermon	  Discussions	  with	  Children	  

 
d. Biblical Training is Intentionally proactive in Grace Based Discipline:  

 
A. The Discipline of Emotional Love: 

1) The Importance of Keeping A Child’s Emotional Tank Full--  
Try hard to keep hold of your child’s affections.  It is a dangerous thing to 
make your child afraid of you.  

 
1John 3:1   See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 
children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us 
is that it did not know him.  

 
Withholding affectionate play is a form of neglect that exasperates a child.  

Holding a child at bay, never entering into living sympathy with his/her joys 
and sorrows.  

 Can arise from a. parents stern temperment 
               b. parents pre-occupations with other things. 
   c. Misdirected fear of pleasure 

 
It is a sad loss all round, a loss to teh parent who loses the cream of domestic 
joy in thus shutting out from his bosom the young prattler who should make 
the sweetness of love spring, like honey, out of th rock itself; and a deeper 
sadder loss to the child, who is every day cheated of its birth-right.  It si the 
climax of parental tact, when the faculty is possessed of letting one's self 
down into the very heart of childhood, in fresh and genial sympathy with all 
ilt find there.  Such a parent governs easily and well, and governs almost 
without curb. 
 
Let them  see that you love them.  

a. Find common joys that you genuinely can laugh about together.  
b. Get physical 
c. Get to their level 

"Love should be the silver thread that runs through all you conduct.  
A readiness to take part in childish joys 
Patience, sympathy,etc.  

Illus: Psychological Tank needs to be filled! 
 
Note: This kind of love demands TIME,  
Make the needed sacrifices.  

 
2. The Discipline of avoiding harshness:  

Train up your child with all tenderness, affection and patience even as our 
Father in Heaven 

 
a. Severity of Manner:  children, like all people, "are easier to draw than to drive." 

"Sternness and severity of manner chill them and throw them back. It 
shuts up their hearts.  But let them see that you have an affectionate 
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feelings towards them,--- that you are really desireous to make them 
happy, and do them good-- that if you punish them it is intended for 
their profit,...  

b. Executing a constant and hard exaction of duty. 
"Oh those shadows which fall upon childhood when the parental voice is never 
heard except to issue a command! 

Child is embittered:  has an unreasoned, but real instinct which tells it has 
rights to sit down in the light of his fathers smile and rejoice in his love! 
 

c. Constant Discouragement rather than encouragement will exasperate child. 
a. Withholding praise: 

Especially when there is an evident desire to please 
Judicious praise is a healthy stimulant to virtue. 

b. Needless and incessant criticism 
Due allowance must be made for the inconsiderateness of youth. 
Few things provoke more than to be subjected to constant and rigid scrutiny 
and under an inspector's drill. 

 
3) The discipline of correction, reproof and “reinforcement”:    

Parental neglect and the absence of discipline is as much a provoker of 
anger/exasperation to children causing them to act out as obsessive-compulsive 
parenting.  
 

Prov. 19:18 Discipline your children while there is hope; do not set your heart on their 
destruction.  
Prov. 13:18 Poverty and disgrace are for the one who ignores instruction, but one who 
heeds reproof is honored...  24 Those who spare the rod hate their children, but those 
who love them are diligent to discipline them.  
Hebr. 12:5   And have you forgotten the exhortation which addresses you as sons?-- "My 
son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor lose courage when you are 
punished by him.   6 For the Lord disciplines him whom he loves, and chastises every son 
whom he receives."   7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as 
sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?   8 If you are left without 
discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.  

 
 

This is the one point of all on which we have most need to be on our guard.  It is 
natural to be tender and affectionate towards our own flesh and blood and it is the 
excess of this very tenderness and affection which we have to fear.   Take heed that it 
does not make you blind to your children's faults, and deaf to all advice about them 
or to overlook bad conduct rather than have the pain of inflicting punishment.  
 
Three forms of Discipline:  

3 Stages in Behavior Training/Discipline:  
o Positive Reinforcement—attention, encouragement/praise, even “rewards” 

that fit behavior.. etc. (Insuring that good behavior “works”)  
e.g. Work into the system positive reinforcement—starting with 
PRAISE (Which is perhaps the most powerful!!) 

o Negative Reinforcement (the most neglected I think) – dis-attention, 
rebuke, negative consequences that fit the negative behavior… (Can’t let 
negative behavior “work”)  
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§ Don't respond to blackmail at any cost! Leach p.124 
§ don’t give artificial praise—e.g. we can assure them of our love 

without linking it to false praise 
 

o Punishment- proactive (making a strong statement of the danger of bad 
behavior)  

§ Prov. 22:15  Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod 
of discipline drives it far from him.  

§ Prov. 23:14  If you strike him with the rod, you will save his soul 
from Sheol. 

 
Is corporeal punishment an option?   YES?NO? 

• A developmental issue 
• A situational issue 
• A child-specific issue 
• A “manner of” issue 

 
Principles in determining type of reinforcement 
1. Reinforcement fit to crime  

a. Intensity: Severity to the severity of consequence of crime 
b. Categorically: Type of punishment related to type of crime 
  

2. Reinforcement fit to child.  
"As to the best way of punishing a child, no general rule can be laid down.  
The characters of children are so exceedingly differint that what would be 
a sev ere punishment to one child, would be no punishment at all to 
another.  I only beg to enter my decided protest against the modern notion 
that no child ought ever to be whipped.  Doubtless some parents use 
bodily correction far too much, and far too violently; but many others, I 
fear, use it far too little." 

 
3. When possible, make instructional 

Grounding w/ memory work 
Reading and reports 
 

4. Resist the "easiest" is better approach 
Ex. "go to your room 

 
 
5. In Relation to Gospel Centered Order—Parents being Parents FIRST (vs.20-21)  
(e.g. shepherds and sheep, “superiors and inferiors” in the old English sense)  
 
Covenant Parents understand their role in the covenant family such as to be comfortable being parents 
FIRST such as to be respected, if not always “liked!” 

 
Notice then the duties of Parents per the 5th commandment as summarized by the historic consensus of 
the church over the years vis-à-vis the Westminster Confession of Faith (17th century)  

 
Q. 123. Which is the fifth commandment? 
A. The fifth commandment is, Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the 
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land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 
 
Q. 124. Who are meant by father and mother in the fifth commandment? 
A. By father and mother, in the fifth commandment, are meant, not only natural parents, but all 
superiors in age and gifts; and especially such as, by God's ordinance, are over us in place of authority, 
whether in family, church, or commonwealth. 
 
Q. 129. What is required of superiors towards their inferiors? 
A. It is required of superiors, according to that power they receive from God, and that relation wherein 
they stand, to love, pray for, and bless their inferiors; to instruct, counsel, and admonish them; 
countenancing, commending, and rewarding such as do well; and discountenancing, reproving, and 
chastising such as do ill; protecting, and providing for them all things necessary for soul and body: and 
by grave, wise, holy, and exemplary carriage, to procure glory to God, honor to themselves, and so to 
preserve that authority which God hath put upon them. 
 
Q. 130. What are the sins of superiors? 
A. The sins of superiors are, besides the neglect of the duties required of them, an inordinate seeking of 
themselves, their own glory, ease, profit, or pleasure; commanding things unlawful, or not in the 
power of inferiors to perform; counseling, encouraging, or favoring them in that which is evil; 
dissuading, discouraging, or discountenancing them in that which is good; correcting them unduly; 
careless exposing, or leaving them to wrong, temptation, and danger; provoking them to wrath; or any 
way dishonoring themselves, or lessening their authority, by an unjust, indiscreet, rigorous, or remiss 
behavior. 
 

As parents therefore, we must keep close watch over ourselves  both in regard to our lives and values  that 
warrants the respect of our children 

1Tim. 4:16  Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so 
doing you will save  both yourself and  your hearers. 

 
Applied then to Parenting:   What yourself with respect to you own experiencing of the gospel.  

 
ILLUS:  OXYGEN MASK 
PUT ON THE GOSPEL APPLIED TO PARENTING!!   
 
Especially: Repent of Works Righteousness in relation to Parenting!  

§ You are God’s Child- do you yourself know AND experience God’s love and 
grace for you as first a child yourself to God?   

§ As a child, do you know your worth to God is NOT in how well you parent, 
but in the worth conferred to you by grace through faith in Christ alone.   
 

§ Repent of “parent righteousness”—e.g. believing, seeking in God’s 
ascceptance/approval based upon how well you parent— 

o E.g. To live out of a WR is to relate to God via our performance… if as 
parents, in our performance as parents, measured then by child ? 
(happiness, behavior, achievement in academics, church, sports, etc 
etc)  e.g. under parenting idolatry, our children become the object of 
our idolatry!   

o And eventually, idols of our own destruction ( and theirs)  
 

§ And then let this relate to your relation to other people—e.g. cease fearing 
their approval/rejecting as related to your children and how well they are 
doing 
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Eg. Works righteousness is the root cause of all exasperation with respect to 
your children!!   Ways we are using them to find our own 
security/significance both with God and with human opinion of us..  

 
Remember-- FAMILY RELIGION IS NOT THE SAME AS FAMILY AS A 
RELIGION 
 
We should not derive our own identity, worth, acceptance with God and 
other by how well we parent— 
Our identity is first as a child to God in Christ by faith alone!!   
 

The Importance of Family Worshipping God Together vs. Child Worship 
• Family worship—vs. child worship 
• Together in Coorporate Worship 

 
o e.g. Make sure it is NOT about YOU AND YOUR OWN IDENTITY 

FORMATION IN RLEATION TO THE WORLDL IDOLS YOU STRUGGLE WITH 
MOST 
 
Examples: 
• Distinguish between Biblical values and personal preferences!)  

Cloths, Hair style, etc-- are they things that are genuinely moral or life 
effecting... e.g. Anna wants a nose piercing…  
 

• Distinguish between Covenantal Blessings and worldly achievements: They 
are not opposites necessarily, but  but neither do they necessarily coincide 
and can in fact appose one another when idolatrous.    
Example: Mis-Education- Pre-Schoolers at Risk— 

Faster NOT better in a developmental sense—but then why do we insist 
on faster?   
Example:  Early to walk, early to read, early to play instrument, etc etc.   

What developmental steps are being ignored when we push our 
children to achieve in ways that may be esteemed in an adult 
world, but perhaps are NOT necessarily developmentally 
appropriate  ina childs world…  

 
Worldliness—can be expressed through all sorts of 
achievement based pursuits— 
More material possessions/financial assets 
More fame/prestige 
More earthly accomplishments 
More spiritual accomplishments/sanctification, etc.    

 
E.g. Questions to ask:  

o Why do we want them to make good grades?  REALLY 
o WHY do we want them to get into this/that school? REALLY 
o Why this or that VOCATION- REALLY…  

 
DON’T BE NAÏVE—child idolatry—e.g seeking your security and 
significance in life through the accomplishments of your children—is 
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perhaps one of the greatest idols we face!!!  
 
Conclusion:   

1John 3:1   See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are.  

 
 
 
 
 


