
CPC’s FOUR CORE VALUES IN MINISTRY

A Preliminary observation: The following four core values each complement the others and are even
mutually dependent in many ways.  Moreover, the language of “driven” is assigned to the gospel in comparison to
“centered” for all the others because apart from the gospel, all the other core values will be lifeless and void of the
redemptive purpose of God for his own glory manifest in Christ!

. Gospel Driven:

According to the gospel, God is glorified in all things through Jesus Christ (1Peter 4:11). This means
that the focus of everything we say and do is not on what WE must do in order to glorify God in
order to gain God’s favor, but on what CHRIST has done on our behalf and received by faith
alone in order to gain God’s favor.  It sets us free from the fear of God’s condemnation and
rejection and makes it “safe” to be morally flawed and spiritually broken.  More than a message,
the gospel is the life transforming power of God!   It is quite simply an amazing grace that
changes everything!

! The gospel driven ministry treats the gospel as equally applicable to believers and unbelievers
alike.

! Gospel driven preaching will emphasize a redemptive historical style of expositional preaching so
that all texts “preach Christ and him crucified.” (The Emmaus Road experience where “beginning
with Moses and the Prophets” Christ interpreted all things concerning himself.” (Lk.24:27,
2Cor.2:2)

! Gospel driven counseling understands the gospel as relevant to every problem.  The gospel sets
us free from the idolatry of “works-righteousness” and enables us more and more life in our
relationships and vocations under the grace principle of “faith-righteousness.

! Gospel centered relationships helps us to be less defensive and “self-justifying” with each other
and less judgmental and fearful toward the world.

! A Gospel centered self-Image. . As Tim Keller has observed, “If we believe we can find our own
worth and meaning through performance, then we will become either proud and disdainful of others (if
we reach our goals), or else discouraged and self-loathing (if we fail our goals). But the gospel creates an
entirely new self-image

In summary, the gospel is not just the “A-B-C” but the “A-to-Z” of the Christian life. The gospel is
not just the way to enter the kingdom, but is the way to address every problem and is the way to
grow at every step. (Tim Keller)

Reference paper: The Centrality of the Gospel, Tim Keller

Confessional Centered

A confession centered ministry is characterized by a church whose identity is most essentially
“what it believes” and whose beliefs drives “what it does.”  The confessing church embodies the
ancient saying, Let the Redeemed of the Lord say so…  (Ps.107:2)  Not to be confused with
“traditionalism,” a confessional identity must be rediscovered every generation anew and afresh
in continuity with the discovery of confession in ages past and in service to the gospel, lest it
become either “dead orthodoxy” or “mean spirited orthodoxy.”     Not to be confused with
any one view of subscription (I personally hold to the “good faith” understanding of
subscription), the confessing church is capable of being strategically progressive and theologically
“nuanced” out of the depth of theological reflection.   As a result, the confession driven church
is nothing short of invigorating, as people discover themselves within a long history of self-
discovery being rooted and grounded in the faith!



! A confessional centered church is decreasingly susceptible to being tossed to and fro and blown
about by every wind of doctrine and spiritual drifting. (Eph.4:14, Heb. 2:1)

! The confessional centered church (coupled with a the other core values) is capable of producing
the kind of visionary leadership uniquely prepared to be in the world, for the world, and in a
world transforming way (not of the world).

! The confessional centered church relies on a consensus style of leadership vs. a procedural style
or political style of leadership. (I rarely conclude business by “vote” other than for symbolic
purposes. Rather, by the formation of theological vision, core values can be shared with
enthusiasm, and theologically informed strategies can be implemented.  A consensus style of
leadership avoids the  “win-lose” power plays to enact strategic change, even if it takes more
time to bring a congregation to a consensus.

! A confessional centered church produces a more competent and confident leadership and
teachers in the church through theological training.

Reference paper: Creed or Chaos?… Why It Really Does Matter What You Believe  by Dorothy Sayers
(c.f. Richard Lints, Fabric of Theology, Chapter 9, “From Theological Framework to Theological
Vision)

Sacramental Centered:

That Worship is an essential, even defining characteristic of the church hardly needs defending.   Our
identity as "church" is one of holy catholic and apostolic assembly in the sacramental presence of
God and organically united with the church of every age and place.  It is something we do with the
glorious festal gathering of the saints and angels in heaven according (Hebs. 12:22-29). And at the
heart of worship is a faithful human response to divine revelation and presence set into a dialogical
pattern for the glory of God and human salvation! As summarized by Ralph Martin  "the two beat
rhythm of God's approach to us that meets with and evokes a reacting offering of ourselves to him
seems basic to the Christian view of worship.  Worship is a participation in the sacramental
presence of God, wherein it can be said with John Calvin that “no extent of space interferes with
the boundless energy of the Spirit which transfuses life into us from the flesh of Christ.”  Here again,
this changes everything!

! The sacramental centered church celebrates the transcendent and mysterious in Christian faith as
proclaimed and experiences in weekly word and sacrament.

! The sacrament centered church will emphasis communal and corporate strategies for evangelism and
discipleship—a “temple” philosophy of ministry. (c.f. Acts 2:43ff)

! The sacramental centered church will live, serve and worship as the liturgical “amen” to the life of
Christ on our behalf.  We are assured therefore not only of our ultimate salvation, but of God’s favor
now-- our works are being completed by Christ’s work NOW in his ascended state in sacramental
union with us.  (Henry Scougal’s, “the life of God in the soul of man…” that we might become
partakers of the divine nature. c.f. 2Peter 1:4)

! The sacramental centered church emphasis the communal and sacramental dynamic of conversion vs.
merely the individual, as to “repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of sins (Act 2:38ff)

! The sacramental centered church is equally concerned for contextualization and over
contextualization in worship and ministry.  It takes seriously both the “vernacular” principle in
worship and the “regulative” principle in worship to be both in the world and other worldly in a way
that is perfectly suited to the post-secular person especially.

! The sacramental church has a high view of itself as an “essential element of the gospel.”

Reference Paper: A Sacramental Theology of the Gospel, by Preston Graham

Missional Centered:



The missional centered church is the church in the world, not of the world and for the world and
with a particular interest in the issues facing a “post-Christian (vs. Christendom) oriented
culture.  A missonal centered core value will want to emphasis the missionary nature of the church

over against the church that does “missions.”  Less viewed as “doing”  evangelism in “obedience”
to a command, it is  a radioactive fallout which is not lethal but life-giving. (Leslie Newbigin, The
Gospel in a Pluralistic Society)   The missional centered church is particularly interested in the
missional nature of God acting in, with and through the local church.  It regards the Trinitarian
conception of God that is referenced by Christ when he once said, “as the Father sends me, “so
I send you” (John 20:21).  The church is not merely the source of witness, it is the locus of
witness in the world.  And this again changes everything!

! The missional centered church will want to be otherworldly in its values and worship as for the
world rather than being against the world.

! Rather than fearing the world, or even despairing of the world, the missional centered church
loves the world and has great hope for it.

! The missional church coupled with a gospel focus will not see itself as better than the world, and
in fact it can see itself as more sinful in ways (doctrine of original sin).  Moreover the missional
church knows it can learn from the world, knowing that God is at work in all people of all faiths
and none, albeit not unto salvation apart from Christ.

! The missional church understands that God is no respecter of persons such as to believe that all
people regardless of their own history or context are potentially the children of God!

! Rather than focusing on special “missions” events, the missional church will want to do
everything in a way that is hospitable to the people of our city-- whether neighborhood small
groups, youth groups, church parties, or corporate worship, all things will be done expecting our
neighbors to be present.

! The missional church will be a word-deed focused community, joyfully bearing the burdens of the
world as our own burdens in Christ.

! The missional church will seek to avoid those isolating clichés that are unique to any one
Christian subculture, or carefully explain Christian concepts and classical terminology.

Reference Paper:  The Missional Church, Tim Keller (c.f., Doxological Evangelism, Tim Keller



CPC’S BASIC COMMITTEMENTS IN MINISTRY

1. We are committed to the Old and New Testament Scriptures as the only rule of faith and practice.

While believing that God powerfully manifests his infinite glory in a general way through creation,
Christian faith and practice is grounded in God’s works of redemption in history as explained to us
through the divinely appointed means of inspired Scripture. In so far as there is two so called “books
of revelation” (nature and grace), We believe that the arts and sciences ought to studied and
celebrated in a way that complements and even inspires grace.   However, We believe that all things
necessary for salvation are sufficiently revealed to us by the Holy Spirit speaking through the
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.   We believe also that all special revelation has ceased
until the next and final redemptive act of God in history when Christ will return to judge the living
and the dead.  It is, therefore, my ambition to teach the whole counsel of God’s word, neither
adding to, nor subtracting from anything contained within it, recognizing no other source for divine
revelation, whether by ecclesiastical traditions or private revelations.

2. We are committed to the teachings of grace as summarized in the historic Westminster Confession of Faith.

Whereas the Holy Scriptures is our only rule of faith and practice, our Church unity is predicated
upon a consensus about what the Scriptures principally teach.  Our consensus is reflected in the
350–year-old Westminster Confession of Faith.  In summary, it affirms that God is no less sovereign in
our salvation than he is sovereign in our creation, to the praise of God’s glorious grace!  This means
that we are accepted by God, from beginning to end, not by our own works or attempts at being
approved by God, but by faith alone in the perfect and all-sufficient work of Christ on our behalf,
faith itself being the free gift of God!  While many people will join the PCA church without knowing
or affirming all the teachings contained in the Westminster Confession of Faith, the church, when acting
and speaking corporately, will seek to be in accord with the Westminster Standards.

3. We are committed to God-centered worship designed after a covenantal pattern that is in the mediated
presence of Christ through word and sacrament.

In every period of redemptive history, God has chosen to mediate his saving presence among his
people through the divine institutions of word, sacraments, and governed fellowship. Worship as
most essentially a faithful human response to Divine revelation/presence set into a dialogical (liturgical)
pattern for the glory of God resulting in the continuing salvation of God’s people. As summarized by Ralph
Martin  "the two beat rhythm of God's approach to us that meets with and evokes a reacting offering
of ourselves to him seems basic to the Christian view of worship.  This worship is God centered,
sacramental and missional equally relevant to the believer and seeker.  Today, through the
sacraments of the Lord’s Supper and Christian Baptism, together with the preaching of God’s word
and corporate prayers (both sung and spoken), God has promised to be with us until the end of the
age. We prefer a style of music in worship that is “blended” and trans-generational to reflect the
blended vernacular context of those God has brought to a particular context of ministry and in unity
with the church of ever age ranging from contemporary to antiquity.    My desire is for our worship
to be as God-centered as our theology, communicating the truth and grace of God to the nations in
a way that is equally hospitable believers and seeking unbelievers alike.

4. We are committed to being a multi-cultural church and church planting movement.



We believe that the church, the household of God, is an essential element of the gospel into which
people of every culture and nation are welcomed.  While affirming that every follower of Christ is
called to be a witness to the truth and grace of God revealed in Jesus Christ in both word and deed,
We believe that true evangelism is best accomplished through the church acting corporately and
sacramentally with all the gifts of the organic body of Christ. While holding to a time-honored
understanding of faith, WE want to be strategically progressive.

5. WE am committed to a high view of Christian calling as reflected in the vocational spheres of family, church,
and public service.

We believe that God has placed into our lives the boundaries of our habitation that reflect his own
sovereign design to accomplish his work in the world.  His work extends into the spheres of family,
church, and civil vocations. We desire to help people find a balance that is unique to their individual
callings and that reflects a high view of vocation and calling in these three spheres of service.  While
believing that the Christian Scriptures do not address all things pertaining to life in this world, we do
affirm that we should take “every thought captive to the obedience of Christ,” and that the Christian
worldview is applicable and relevant to all spheres of life. My ultimate commitment is to the restoration
of “calling,” that we might more and more glorify G


