
 
 
 
Dear Covenant Child of CPC,   
 

I am delighted that you have expressed interest in becoming a communicant member at CPC wherein you will 
relate to Christ and his church self-consciously, voluntarily and maturely as an adult Christian!   The transition you seek is 
not so much a transition from “non-Christian” to “Christian.”  Rather it is the transition from “unconfirmed faith” and 
“non-communicant” member of the church to “confirmed faith” and “communicant” member of the church. The 
conditions are NOT that you are now somehow “more holy” but that you are now fully aware that you are not “holy” in 
a way that has enabled you to personally and self-consciously profess your faith in the gospel of Jesus Christ.  This is the 
meaning of Paul’s exhortation concerning the Lord’s Table in 1 Cor. 8:11 requiring self-examination in relation to the 
promises of the gospel.  

 
What all this means is that throughout your life, ever since you were consecrated to God at your baptism, you 

have been raised belonging to God by “faith,” even if that faith was developing and even if that faith was less “your own” 
and more a faith being handed down to you through your parents and church.  Furthermore, your relationship to the 
church was as a child, even as the church related to you through your parents for the most part.  Now, you are seeking 
to relate to the church as an adult wherein you have been enabled by God’s grace to discern in yourself a saving faith in 
Jesus Christ--- a faith that is now self-aware and capable of self-examination as fitting the developmental maturity of an 
adult.  Your rights and responsibilities to the church are one and the same as your parents, even if in other aspects of 
your life you are still living under your parents’ authority.   

 
In short, we believe that in spite of all the twist and turns, God has been present in your life as mediated through 

the “household of God,” albeit a church that is described by Paul as an “earthen vessel” in her human imperfections.  It is 
an incredible thing that God has been in your life already, moving and shaping you to adulthood, and a personal profession 
of faith in Christ! This is further summarized in our Book of Church Order in the following way:  

 
57-1. Believers' children within the visible Church, and especially those consecrated to God in Baptism, are 

non-communing members under the care of the church.  They are to be taught to love God, and to 
obey and serve the Lord Jesus Christ.  When they are able to understand the Gospel, they should be 
earnestly reminded that they are members of the church by birthright, and that it is their duty and 
privilege personally to accept Christ, to confess Him before men, and to seek admission to the Lord's 
Supper. 

 
As you prepare for this momentous transition in your life, I would ask that you carefully review the 

readings that are linked below.   I would ask that you first review/discuss them with your parent(s).  You will then 
want to set up a consultation with the pastor to do the same.  And assuming that “all systems are go,” we will 
move forward with a meeting with the church elders for you to be examined in a “credible profession of faith.”   

 
We are very thankful to have you in our church.  May God bless you at this very special time of your spiritual 

journey!   
 
I am affectionately yours, 
 
Pastor Graham  

 
Readings for Communicant Membership:  

1. Basic Questions, Q& A With The Pastor (Introduction to CPC Booklet) 
2. Membership At CPC  (Introduction to CPC Booklet)  
3. What is a Christian?  

 
To be completed by applicant after pastoral consultation.   

1. Personal Confession and Testimony Worksheet  
2. Biographical Information  
3. Membership Covenant Signature  
4. Opportunities Inventory  

 


